-.‘4 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.Org/details/b29000816_0002 


i ill 


Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  when  Lord 
Mayor,  honoured  my  remarks  on  the 
Poultry  Compter  with  the  moft  prompt 
and  effeftual  relief ; and  I humbly 
hope,  my  Lord,  for  a like  exertion  of 
your  high  authority,  and  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  a like  compalRon  toward  the 
unhappy  objects  of  it. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
. refpe6l,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordrtiip’s  moft  obedient, 
and  faithful  humble  (ervant, 
James  Neild. 
Chelfea,  December  11,  1 804. 

To  Right  Hon.  Peter  Perchard,  efq. 
Lord  Mayor.*' 
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LETTER  XXIII.  ON  PRISONS. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sam  brook  Court, 
October  14. 


•; If  this  were  feen, 

The  happieft  youth,  viewing  his  progrefe 
through, 

What  perils  paft,  what  crofles  to  enfue. 
Would  fhut  the  book,  and  fit  him  down 
to  die.  Shvksp.  Macb. 


TIE  hiftoiy  of  pu- 
nillirnents  iniiiOed 
by  one  cETs  of  Im- 
man  beings  on  ano- 
^ ther,  forms  a di'ead- 
catalogue  of  crii^ 
city  as  well  as  of  depravity.  They 
are  prominent  in  every  Govern- 
ment, and  happy  is  that  wdiofe^pe- 
nal  laws  tend  to  reform  the  oiten- 
der  by  falutary  impreffions  on  the 
mind,  rather  than  by  corporal  iri- 
Bidtionsj  as  rational  conviftion  is 
more  permanent  than  cnmpuliion 
from  the  dread  of  pain  ; one  begets 
^rttiious  refiedtion,  the  other  ob- 
i^iracy  and  ferocious  paffions. 

If  thefe  fendments  be  applicable 
to  hardened  ou'enders,  they  are 
certainly  more  fo  to  the  period  of 
youth,  wdien  the  mind  is  open  to 
convidlion,  and  more  capable  of 
acquiring  reformation,  as  may  be 
deduced  by  contraRing  the  efifedfs 
produced  iu  the  management  ot  the 
work-houle  of  Lynn,  and  of  Ayi- 
iham,  with  that  of  the  opulent  City 
of  Norwich,  in  which  a fpecies  of 
punifliment  fias  been  practifed  that 
has  long  been  the  opprobrium  of 
the  Slave-holder  5 and  the  reader 
will  fee  with  painful  emotion,  in 
the  annexed  plate,  an  accurate  re- 
prefentation  of  thofe  inftruments 
of  torture  which  have  been  applied 
on  ’juvenile  years  in  this  work- 
houfe,  and  where  the  fatality  is 
jugre  deftrudiye  to  youth  than  was 


T 


formed}^  even  the  revenge  of  Crete, 

Pofuit  immania  templa. 

In  feribus,  letuni  Andrugeo;  turn  pendere 
pcenas  _ [tannis 

Cecropidss  juffi  (saiferum)  feptena  quo- 
Corpora  riatorum  ; • fiat  dubfis  lortibus 
brna*.  Viug,  -Tin.  VI.  !.  20. 

For,  certainly,  in  this  workhonie, 
health  and  life  cannot  be  hio;hlv  cRi- 
msted,  when  a mortality  fliocking  to 
every  humane  feeling  is  allowed  to 
prevail,  in  ,confequence  of  Rith  and 
negledl,  as  well  as  of  the  Small  Pox, 
by  which  not  a tingle  infant  thonld 
be  fuRcred  to  periRi  while  Vaccina- 
tion, which  has  alrgcady  preferved up- 
wards of  one  million  of  infants  from 
this  rnoR  fatal  of  all  pcRilence,  af- 
fords a fecurity  from  its  poifon  ; a 
poifon  fo  deleterious,  that,  where  it 
does  not  kill,  too  often  infiidts  blind- 
nefs,  the  evil,  and  various  other  cala- 
mities, from  which,  happily  for  the 
human  race,  the  Cow  Pox  in  its 
effedts  is  exempt,  as  well  as  from 
every  other  malady,  or  Inconve- 
nience injurious  to  prefent  or  fiituro 
health,  except  in  the  imagination 
of  its  opponents, 

Vf Idle  refiedting  with  pain  on 
the  mifery  and  apathy  prevalent  in 
this  workhoufc,  let  it  be  recorded 
to  the  honour  of  many  of  the  re- 
fpedable  citizens  of  Norwich,  that 
a plan  has  been  adopted,  under  the 
patronage  and  fupport  of  Edward 
Rigby,  efq.  the  prefent  Mayor,  and 
other  profeilional  gentlemen,  for 
the  purpofe  of  exterminating  the 
Small  Pox  by  Vaccination  j which, 
indeed,  has  been  already  generally 
eifedted  in  every  Government  in 

^ Then  o'er  thje  lofty  gate  his  Art  embofs’d 
Androgeus’  death,  and  offerings  to  hi^ 
ghoff ; ' ' [meet 

Seven  youths  from  Athene,  yearly  fent  to 
The  fate  appointed  by  revengeful  Crete. 

' Europe 
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Europe  except  the  Eugiifli  and 
v/hcre  the  ftrains  of  the  Mantuan 
Bard  may  be  no  longer  appropriate, 

*^Continuo  auditasvoces,  vagitusetingcns, 
Infantumque  aiiimae  flentes  in  limine 


primo  ; 
dulcis  \ 


et  ab  ubere 


Quos  dulcis  vitcC  cxortes; 
raptos 

Abflulit  arradies,  ctfunere  inerlitacerbo-f', 
Vjrg.  ^-Eneid  VI.  1.  426. 

Thefe  benevolent  and  patriotic 
characters  mightwell exclaim,  when 
they  heard  of  the  Bate  of  their 
work-houfe,  Surely  an  Angel  from 
Heaven  lent  Mr.  Neild  thither.” 
Of  one  of  thofe  characters  I ven- 
ture to  quote  the  words  of  my 
friend,  in  his  letter  to  me  from  Nor- 
wich : “I  find  upon  enquiry,  tliat 
Mr.  Rigby,  the  worthy  Chief 
Mag^iftrate,  has  Ions;  been  endca- 
vouring  to  effeCt  a reform  in  tlie 
fyftem  of  the  workhoufe  5 to  in- 
troduce  cleanlinefs.  Vaccination, 
and  a medical  committee  : he  is 
himielt  a furgeon  of  the  firtl  abi- 
lities, as  the  ftate  of  the  hofpital 
tehifies,”  f fence,  it  muft  be 
cordially  hoped,  that  this  diftin- 
guifhed  JMagiftrate  and  the  other 
rcfpeCtable  inhabitants  of  Norwich, 
v/ill  duly  inveftigale  the  caufes  of 
the  dreadful  mortality  in  their  work- 
houfe, to  whom  the  aiiimated  ap- 
peal of  the  Poet, 

7Y;e/V  blood,  like  facrificing  Abel.^,  cries 
To  you  for  juftice- Shaksp.  Rich.  II. 

demands  their  ferious  interference, 
•in  the  view  of 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 


f c 


My  dear  Friend, 

After  I fentyoii  my  remarks  on  the 
Bury  workhoufe*,  I little  imagined  I 
fhould  fo  foon  write  to  you  again  ou 
the  fame  fubjedl  ; but  I cannot  with- 
hold what  1 have  this  day  witnefled; 
therefore  iroflponing  my  prifon-hiflory 
for  a few  days,  will  proceed  with  my 
occafinnal  vifits  to  the  work-honfes. 
AtTuETFORD  I found  the  poor  farmed 
at  three  fhillings  per  head,  per  week, 
clothing  included.  The  keeper  is  a 
wooi-coiiiber.  The  houfe  is  old;  the 
beds  and  bedding,  and  rooms,  very 
clean,  and  well-ventilated  ; all  the  chif- 
dren  had  fijoes  and  ftockings  on,  their 
hands,  face  and  necks  clean  (the  boys 
at  Bury  were  all  barefoot,  hare  legged, 
and  dirty),  and  fome  attention  had 
been  [^aid  to  their  education,  but  they 
were  too  young,  and  bad  been  thefe 
too  thori  a time  to  make  nmch  pro- 
grefs.  At  LYr>rN  the  children  were  at 
church  morning  and  afternoon  ; their 
fingiiig  delightful  ; tliey  were  decently 
and  uniformly  clothed’,  and  projrcrlV 
fed  {woi  Jar  me  d)  by  the  j;arl{]i  ; reli- 
giouliy  educated,  and,  as  far  as  my 
oblcrvations,  well  attended  to.  At 
Aylsham,  the  poor-houfe  is  one  of 
the  heft  I have  feeti,  and  Hands  a lali- 
ing  monument  of  the  liberality  and 
humanity  of  the  gentlemen  concerned. 
Thefiluation  nioft  luxuriant ; thebuild- 
iiigs  wclUconllru6led  ; the  rooms  fpa- 
cious  and  lofty,  and  well-ventilated, 
and  remarkably  clean  ; the  diet  rery 
good,  anil  tlie  poor  well  attended  to 
in  every  refpecl. 

I come  now  to  the  nioH  melancholy 
and  painful  tafk  my  pen  was  ever  em- 
ploved  in,  where  I leaft  expected  it, 
and  will  fcarceiv  he  credited.  The 
jroor  of  this  city  (Norwich)  are,  by  vir* 


^ To  the  credit,  however,  of  the  Englifli  and  Gentoo  charafter  in  IndTa,  Dr.  Ander- 
fon,  Phyfician  General,  has  recently  informed  me  that  260,000  perfons  have  been  vac- 
cinated without  the  leaft  inconvenience  ; and  if  the  whole  number  inoculated  with 
the  Cow  Pox  in  every  other  part  of  the  world  be  eftimated  at  bOO,ouo.  the  amount 
will  be  one  million  and  ftxty  thoufand  ; not  one  of  whom,  it  may  be  prefumed  from 
the  moll  ample  experience,  has  died  ®r  fullered  any  ferious  iniiuy  ; while  in  London 
more  difgraceful  in  this  refpedl  than  even  the  workhoufe  of  Norwich  durine  the  laft 
three  weeks,  ope  infant  has  been  killed  by  the  Small  Pox  every  two  hours,  reckoning 
the  hours  both  day  and  night ! Had  thefe  266  viGlims  of  this  loathiome  and  painful 
peftilence  oeen  moculatea  with  the  Cow  Fox,  they  would  now,  in  all  probabilitv,  have 
been  living  without  a blenu  h!  What  a dreadful  refponribility  is  ittaclued  to  thole 
JnEo  have  deceived  their  nulerable  parents  with  mifieprelentations  and  falfehoods  ! 
J ain  ]uft  returned  from  vifu.ng  a patient  in  a neighbouring  village,  where  inoculation 

of  die  bmall  Pox  bps  been  mltituted,  by  which  two  children  now  lay  dead,  and 
another  appeared  to  be  dying  ! uvau,  tuiu 

t Sefore  the  gates,  the  cries  cf  babes  new  born, 

Whoui  Fate  had  from  their  tender  mothers  tonu 

AsTault  his  cars ” 

J Iliis  is  peftponed  te  a future  Number, 


&erzt.  Oct.  J(So5. 1'Ll.p.^gS. 
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tue  of  an  A6I;  of  Parliament,  under  the 
management  of  fixty  guardians,  one 
of  whom  is  appointed  Governor  for 
the  year.  As  I had  frequently  met 
with  much  petulance  and  obftruaion 
in  my  vifits  to  thefe  places,  I waited 
on  the  worthy  Chief  Magiilrate,  Mr. 
Rigby,  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  he  very 
T’Cadily  and  politely  accompanied  me. 
It  is^  called  the  Dukes  Palace  worlv- 
houle,  having  formerly  been  the  ducal 
refidence  of  the  Norfolk  family.  The 
building  is  old.  The  average  number 
in  the  hpule  about  five  hundred  and 
fifty.  In  the  firft  room  I vifited  there 
were  forty  turn  beds,  ten  of  them  cribs 
for  fingle  perlbiis,  and  the  others  had 
two  in  each,  there  being  feventy-four 
perfons  in  this  room.  At  tire  entrance, 
and  in  the  room,  is  a rnoa  ofFenfive 
and  indecent  privy,  fomething  like  a 
watchman  s box,  and  fo  much  out  of 
repair,  and  fo  fituated,  that  the  fexes' 
cannot  be  feparated  when  decency  mofl, 
requires  it.  The  paupers  ate,  drank,  and' 
flept  on  their  beds,  having  no  other 
room  to  live  in ; the  floors,  from 
their  filthy  date,  could  not  have  been 


fwepi  for  a long  timg  ; the  windows 
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and  cafements  fmall ; the  latter  all 
broke;  the  windows  dirty,  and  almoft 

CO ve  red  w i th  c o b-  we b s ; t !i  e a i r t h rou g h- 
out  extremely  fnjtid  and  impure.  There 
was  a leaden  link  in  the  room,  down 
Wiiich  was  conftantly  thrown  every 
fpecies  of  filth.  Near  this  room  was 
a none  fink  and  a water-pipe,  the  cock 
of  which  would  not  turn, ‘nor  had  it 
the  appearance  (from  the  dry  rubbifii 
in  It)  oi  having  been  ufed  for  a loiw 
time.  Every  other  room  was  equally 
filthy  as  the  one  deferibed,  from  the 
fame  caufe,  oflenfive  privies  ; and  they 
were  alike  crowded.  The  beds  con- 
' tamed  two,  and  very  frequently  llnee 
1 perfons  each,  but  in  one  there  was  a 
■ family  [even  !_  ! 

In  the  boys  room  were  offenfive  tubs 
«as  urmals  ; tnefk  are  daily  emptied  in- 
tto  a fink  in  the  room,  and  it  did  not 
i apijear  to  have  been  lately  waflied.  One 
<fied  in  the  room  was  pariicidarly  of- 
fenfive  ; fmm  an  qnfirmTTy  of  the  boy 
w 10  ept  in  it,  his  urine  pr'dlecl  com- 
j)  ^e.y  through  the  bedding,  and  was 
ti  ii.red  to  accumulate  on  the  floor  to 
■a  very  putrid  degree.'  The  appearance 
1 the  poor  was  fi.ngularly  fqualicl, 
ihrty  and  miferable,  and  their  clothiiw 
'■agged  and  wretched.  There  is  nS 
fooiu  fet  apart  for  the  fiek,  as  an  in- 
prmary  j and  from  the  records  in  the 


hook,  and  the  furgeon’s  certificate  it 
appears,  that  in  July  lafi  the  Small 
Rox  raged  much  in  the  houfe  ; twenty^ 
nine  perf»ns,  all  cliildren,  were  ill  of 
It  at  one  time,  and,  fhocking  to  Hu^ 
inanity,  were  intermixed  with  the  pan- 
pers  in  feven  rooms.  Tvventy-nin® 
otlter  children  who  had  not  had  the 
^mal  1 ox  were  in  thefe  rooms,  and 
had  been  fo  long  expofed  to  the  in- 
fection that  they  could  not  be  fecured 
horn  it  either  by  removal  or  indchla- 
of  thefe  eventually  had  the 
chfeafe,  and  eight  deaths  were  the  con- 

equence  of  it.  All  this  occurred  iia 
J u !y. 

During  the  time  of  infpebtirig  the 
rooms,  all  the  paupers,  except  the'  ver^f. 
aged  and  infirm,  were  congregated  id' 
the  court-yard,  among  whom,  one  boy 
particularly  attraaed  mf  attention.  He 
had  round  his  neck'  an  iroiwcolla.f 
called  a yoke,  with  four  projeaing 
JJ  ro  n gs , fee  u red  by  a I a rge  c ! u m ty  i ro  n 
padlock  ; upon  examining  bis  neck,  it 
was  flightly  galled  ; upon  one  leg  vvtis 
a ftrong  iron  ring  fallened  near  thd' 
ancle  like  a hand-ctiff,  to  which  was 
attached  a niatfy  chain  about  four  feet 
five  inches  long,  at  the  end  of  thE 
chain  was  a log  of  wood  two  feet  feven 
inches  long,  and  two  feet  ten  inches 
111  circumference,  weighing  altogether 
hventy-t.wo  pounds.  'With  this  incum- 
brance he  flept  every  night ; but  during 
the  hours  of  work  in  the  day  the 
chain  and  log  were  taken  off,  that  he 
might  have  the  ufe  of  his  legs  to  fpin  ; 
but  the  yoke  round  bis  neck  had  never 
been  taken  off  during  three  weeks  ia 
which  he  had  been  in  this  fiale  of  pu-«. 
niflmieni  : as  foon  as  he  had  finiffied 
his  work,  the  chain  and  log  were  re- 
gularly faflened  on  his  leg,  and  in  that 
ftate  he  paffed  the  night.  Every  Sun- 
day he  was  locked  up  by  him'felf  all 
the  day  with  his  irons  on.  He  told 
me,  ju  prefence  of  the  mifirefs  of  the 
houte,  that  this  punilhment  was  to 
continue  for  fix  months,  and  this  was 
not  contradldled  by  her;  he  complaiii- 
erl  that  the  ring  had  made  his  leg  fore, 
and,  on  taking  his  flocking  off  there 
appeared  fome  fcabs  and  flight  exco- 
riations upon  it,  lie  wastvvelve  years 
of  age;  his  name  William  Ray n,.;:';  his 
father  dead,  and  his  mother  run  away. 
Under  tfiefe  circumftances  I requelled 
the  worfiiipful  the  Mayor  would  have 
the  gooduefs  to  order  his  irons  to  be 
taken  ofl,  and  that  he  would  oblige 
me,  with  permiflion  to  fake  them  to  his 

houfe* 
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tioufe,  th^t  the  drawing  T now  inclofe 
(^Plate  1.)  might  be  taken  of  them, 
find  I can  with  truth  fay,  that  for  the(e 
Very  many  years  I have  not  feen  the 
moil  atrocious  felon  ironed  in  fo  fevere 
a manner.  It  was  told  me  that  this 
boy  had  been  frequently  fent  to  the 
City-bridewell  for  petty  thefts,  and 
that  he  was  incvrrigihle.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  turn  out  to  be  the  truth  ; 
for,  the  next  morning,  I went  to  the 
Bridewell,  and,  together  with  the  keep- 
er, examined  the  books  for  ten  years 
pad,  when  it  appeared  that  this  boy 
was  fent  to  Bridewell  for  two  days^  the 
18th  April,  1804,  for  running  away 
from  the  work-houfe,  not  for  theft ; 
and  the  keeper  told  me  he  never  was 
in  cuflody  there  before,  or  fince  ; that 
he  is  not  incorrigibk,  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  for  he  had  both  fenfe  and  gra- 
titude to  come  running  after  the  Mayor 
and  myfelf,  and  thank  us  feelingly  for 
his  deliverance. 

The  following  account  of  the  deaths 
in  this  work-houfe  for  two  years  and 
nine  months  lad  pad,  proves  two 
things;  drd,  that  the  wretched  date  in 
which  I found  it  was  neither  an  acci- 
dental Bor  a temporary  circumdancc; 
fccondly,  that  nothing  is  more  de- 


dru61ive  to  human  life  than  fliulting 
up  lb  many  perfons  in  clofe  rooms 
fur  rounded  by  every  fpecies  of  filth, 
and  where  they  condantly  breathe  the 
fouled  air. 

Deaths.  Avtfrage  numb,  in  the  houfe. 

1803  t)3  558  Deaths,  one  in  fix. 

1804  81  424  Deaths,  nearly  one 

9 months  in  in  five. 

1806  85  553  Deaths,  calculated 

for  the  whole  year,  is  one  in  fivei  * 
It  is  with  great  pleafure  1 mention, 
that  on  the  morning  of  my  departure 
from  Bury,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mills,  a 
worthy  and  a61ive  refident  Magillrate, 
politely  invited  me  to  the  examination 
of  the  boys  educated  at  the  Sunday 
fchools,  in  reading,  writing,  and  ac- 
compts,  and  religious  indruclion.  Be- 
fides  the  great  attention  paid  to  thefe 
children,  I was  very  credibly  informed, 
that  equal  merit  was  due  to  thofe  who 
differ  from  the  Edabliffied  Church,  in 
the  education  and  religious  indruftiort 
of  their  Poor ; fo  that  I believe  I may 
form  a jud  conclufion  in  faying  that 
the  children  in  the  vvork-houle  are  the 
only  Poor  who  are  negle6led  at  Bury 
St.  Edmund’s.  I am,  with  great  re- 
gard, dear  fir,  your  much  obliged, 
Nvrwichj  Jamei  Nej]Li>. 


Kisaois  mtA  l^lT;  Vrlntirt^  Lifn  PaH/fgtf  Fleet  StreHf 
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LETTER  XXIV.  ON  PRISONS. 

Tv/r.  TT  Sam  brook  Court, 

Mr.  URBAN,  7 

November  19. 

E vengo  in  parte,  ove  non  e che  luca 

D ANTE,  Inferno,  c.  iv. 

HE  length  and  ini- 
porta  nee  of  the  fol- 
•Sl^  lowing  letter  leave 

me  neither  fpace, 
nor  indeed  necelTary 
motive,  to  enlarge 
upon  it  5 at  the  fame  time,  I can- 
not well  avoid  noticing  the  pre- 
fervation  of  mv  friend,  in  his  de- 
feent  into  the  dark  caverns,  or 
oubliettes  of  Darham-caftle,  to 
whom,  with  alliteration,  may  be 
applied,  the  hymn  of  Callimachus 
ad  Delum,  v.  25. 

T.^;^sa  jUEV  Kai  Xas?  v^oc\  pi’nrv)^  yt  'ur£<70iev 
Xr^vy-ovta  Bo^seto'  Bsog  ocrv!p(XiK%^  ! 

<pXr),  TOiOJ  Sfi/SoyjGoOi  f. 

That  oubliettes  were  conftrudted 
for  the  final  exclufion  of  man  from 
light  and  fociety,  is  fully  confirmed 
by  hiftory.  There  were  feveral  of 
thefe  in  Europe,  and  particularly 
in  France,  in  which  perfons  were 
Ihut  up,  who  had  been  condemned 
to  perpetual  irnprifonment.  Bon- 
fons,  in  his  Antiquites  de  Paris,” 
fpeaking  of  Hugues  Aubriot,  pre- 
voft  of  this  city,  who  was  con- 
demned to  this  punifhment,  fays, 
qu'il  fut  preche  et  mitre  pub- 
liquement  au  parvis-^Notre-Dame, 
et  qu’  apres  cela,  il  fut  condamne 
a etre  en  Foubliette,  au  pain  et 
a 1 eau. 


* In  a part  he  came  where  no  light 
flione. 

f Ramparts  and  walls  of  ftone  may 
be  Riaken,  and  fall  at  the  blall  of  Stry- 
nianian  Boreas;  but  God  is  immoveable  ! 
Such  is  the  power  who  furrounds  and 
protects  my  efleemed  friend. 


In  a country  pofielTed  of  the 
right  of  habeas  corpus  and  trial 
by  jury,  the  freedom  of  the  peo- 
ple will  never  be  extinguifhed  in 
the  gloom  of  oubliettes',  nor  the 
enquiring  appeal  of  Dante,  in  his 
Inferno,  be  neceffarily  refumed  5 
<c  fe  per  quefto  cieco 

Carcere  vai,  per  altezza  d’ingegno, 

JVli  nv'e  * 

C.  X.  1.  5S, 

is  the  firm  perfuafion  of  every  Bri- 
ton, with  that  of  J.  C.  Lettsom. 


Countif  Gaol  at  Durham.  Gaoler, 
John  Wolfe  (by  patent  from  the  Bi- 
fliop,  durante  beneplacito)  : in  the  pa- 
tent it  is  called  the  Outer  Gate  ; falary, 
2OOI.;  and  for  the  Bridewell,  35l.  and 
17 1,  from  the  rents  of  four  fmall  ad- 
joining hoLifes.  Out  of  this  falaiy, 
the  Gaoler  pays  30 1.  per  annum  to  a 
Turnkey  and  alliftants,  and  likewife 
provides  them  a houfe  to  live  in.  For 
the  removal  of  Tranfports  he  is  al- 
lowed the  expence.  Fees  and  garnifli 
are  abolifhed.  Chaplain,  Rev.  James 
Deafon ; duty,  prayers  and  fermon 
every  Sunday  ; falary,  40i.  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Green;  falary,  lOl.  10s.  and  his 
bill  for  medicines.  Allowance  (fee 
remarks),  if  certificated  as  Paupers, 
the  Debtors  4d.  a day;  Felons  3d. 
a day. 

The  High  Gaol  is  the  property  of 
the  Bifliop.  By  patent  from  Bifhop 
Talbot,  1723,  Sir  Hedworth  William- 
fon,  bart.  was  appointed  Sheriff',  with 
a falary  of  lOl.  per  annum-,  and  it 
has  continued  in  the  family  ever  fmce. 
Felons  fide  of  the  Gaol  ; — iff.  The 
men’s  day-room  is  large  and  commo- 
dious, fituate  at  the  top  of  tlie  prifon, 
28  feet  in  length,  i 8 in  breadih,  and 
9 feet  7 inches  in  height;  has  two 

* If  thou  through  the  blind  pri- 

fon go’ ft. 

Led  by  thy  lofty  genius  and  profound. 

Where  is  my  fon  ? Cary. 

large 
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large  windows  fronting  the  South-eaft, 
which  lookaifo  on  the  river,  and  one 
fmaller  window  at  the  South-weft  fide, 
by  which  a thorough  air  is  admiited. 
]no  other  place  for  all  defcription  of 
male  prifoners.  Number  of  Felons, 
September  5th,  1802,  eight;  and  of 
thele,  I’even  attended  divine-lervice. 
2d.  Women  Felons  day-room  is  im- 
mediately nnderneaih  the  men’s  day- 
room,  and  has  the  lame  afpect  from 
two  large  windows  looking  to  the 
South-eaft;  is  26  feet  6 inches  in 
length,  18  feet  wide,  and  8 feet  3 
inches  high.  This  is  alfo  the  only 
day-room  for  women  Felons,  and  all 
other  female  offenders.  3d.  Is  a fmall 
room  over  the  North-front  of  the  gate- 
way, 12  feet  6 inches  by  Q feet  10^ 
ana  y feet  y inches  high;  waS  formerly 
the  Felons  day-room,  but  which  the 
a6live  and  intelligent  Keeper  has  con- 
verted into  a foup-kitchen,  the  efla- 
blifhment  and  fnpport  of  which  arifes 
as  follows : viz.  There  are  twelve  pre- 
bendaries and  a dean  ; three  of  the 
prebendaries  have  difpenfations,  and 
do  not  keep  a,ny  refidence,  nor  conlri- 
bate  to  the  foup  ellablilhment.  The 
prebendaries,  who  for  many  years  pall 
had  lent  a profule  dinner  to  the  prilbn- 
ers  in  the  gaol  at  the  time  they  feve- 
rally  kept  their  refidence,  have,  for  the 
four  lall  years,  given,  in  lieu  of  fuch 
dinner,  five  guineas,  which  is  paid  to 
Mr,  Wolfe,  who  has  ellablilhed  a foup- 
kitchen,  and  (hpplies  both  the  Gaol  and 
the  Bridewell  with  a good  dinner  twice 
every  week  in  the  year.  The  benevolent 
Bp.  of  Durham  alfo  gives  ten  guineas  at 
C hnltmas,  and  the  fame  at  Lammas, 
for  the  lame  purpofe;  and  the  Dean  of 
Durham  (iBifhop  of  Lichfield),  {’even 
guineas  annually.  At  this  time,  there 
is  a furplus  ii^Mr.  Wolfe’s  hands  of 
37 1.  It  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  be 
informed,  that  this  fund  is  increafed, 
lo  as  to  enable  the  Gaoler  not  only  to 
furnifli  his  prifoners  with  dinners,  as 
above  mentioned,  but  occalionally  to 
releafo  perfons  impriConed  for  fmall 
debts,  and  adifl  often  in  obtainni'r 
their  (ixpences.  There  is  a court-yarc^ 
62  feet  by  5y,  which  is  the  only*  one 
for  all  deferiptions  of  prifoners ; it  is 
open  all  the  day  tor  the  accoimpoda- 
lion  of  Debtors,  except  when  the  Fe- 
lons are  in  it,  which  is  for  an  hour  or 
two  in  the  day  when  they  think  fit  • 
and  tlten  the  door  is  locked,  to  present 
any  eommnmcatlon  between  them.  1 
come. now  to  the  five  cells  where  the 


Felons  deep,  which  are  to  be  num- 
bered amongll  the  very  word  in  the 
kingdom,  and  to  which  the  defeent  is 
by  a Bight  ©f  forty-one  fteps  from  the 
men’s  day-room.  The  lowed  and 
larged  of  theCe  five,  called  the  great 
hole,  is  15  feet  2 inches  by  11  feet  3 
inches,  and  7 feet  y high;  it  has  a 
flagged  floor,  with  draw  and  rugs,  fur- 
niflied  by  the  county  : in  this  dungeon 
five  of  the  Felons  fleep  every  night. 
The  lecond,  in  which  three  of  the 
Felons  fleep,  adjoins,  and  is  1 1 feet 
3 Inches  by  7 feet  4,  and  7 feet  ^ 
inches  high  ; this  has  a flagged  floor, 
with  draw  and  rugs,  the  lame  as  the 
great  hole  ; both  are  totally  dark,  and, 

I may  fay,  without  ventilation,  though 
each  cell  has  a wooden  tuby,  8 inches 
by  5,  which  communicates,  in  a zig- 
zag direaion,  to  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing; but,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  clean 
them,  1 imagine  they  mud  have  been 
long  dopped  up  ; for,  on  applying  my 
candle  to  the  mouth  of  the  tube,  not  a 
breath  of  air  was  difcernable ; both 
were  damp  and  offenfive.  The  great 
attention  of  Mr.  Wolfe  to  his  prifon- 
ers  is  manifed  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
fonp-kltchen,  bv  frequently  having 
them  white-waflied,  and  the  doors 
kept  open  during  the  day  ; thev  would 
olherwile  he  fatal  to  many.  The  two 
dungeons  in  which  the  women  fleep 
are  equally  dark  with  thole  of  the 
men,  hut  fomewhat  juore  comfortable, 
by  having  boarded  floors  ; they  are  im- 
mediately over  thole  I have  deferibed  ; 
the  larged  of  them,  16  feet  y inches 
by  12  leet,  and  11  feet  5 inches  high  ; 
the  other,  IJ  feet  y inches  bv  7 I'eet 
10,  and  the  lame  height  ; draw  and 
rugs  are  allowed,  but  the  lame  ob- 
dru61ed  veuiilation.  Tlicre  is  a part 
of  this  prilon  which  feems  to  have  el- 
capecl  the  vigilance  of  the  e.xcellent 
Howard  : this  is  a third  dungeon,  on  ] 
the  lame  level  with,  but  divided  bv  a 
paflage  from,  the  great  hole.  I ex- 
‘prelled  a defire  to  lee  it,  and  the  Turn- 
key letched  the  keys.  This  dungeon, 
totally  (lark,  is  7 feet  by  6 feet  7,  and 
7 feet  y inches  liigli  ; in  the  middle  of 
llte  floor  is  a large  niallv  wooden 
grated  irup-donr,  Itronglv-clonted  with 
iron,  and  with  aneriures  4 inches 
fquare  ; guefs  my  furprize,  when  this 
door  was  lifted  np,  by  another  dmi- 
gcon  prelentmg  itielf.  I went  down 
lour  done  Heps  ; to  the  bottom  one  [ 
lound  a ladder  fixed,  hut,  not  liking 
to  trud  uiylch  ujion  it,  leiuraed  back, 

and 
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and  defired  the  Tnml^ejs  with  his  can- 
dle, to  go  fil’d.  I foliovved  down  the 
ladder,  which  confided  of  eleven 
rounds  or  daves,  and  brought  me  into 
a vaulted  or  arched  landing-place. 
Here  I was  mod  miraculoutly  pre- 
ferved  from  indant  death  (or,  re- 
treating at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder 
two  paces,  I fell  backwards,  my  coat- 
pocket  caught  hold  of  fomething, 
which,  with  my  weight,  tore  through 
the  drong  tape  binding  ; and  during 
the  momentary  fafpenfion,  1 fortu- 
nately caught  hold  of  the  Turnkey  ; 
oiherwhe,  I mud  have  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  been  dalhed  to  pieces. 
When  I had  recovered  from  the  fright, 
and  lighted  my  candle,  I defeended, 
by  eleven  done  deps,  into  the  lowed 
dungeon  of  all,  which  is  10  feet  by  g, 
and  7 feet  high  to  the  crown  of  the 
arch ; thece  is  in  the  done  wall  a 
niche,  or  narrow  palTage,  with  a 
privy,  and  a round  hole  cut  in  the 
I’eat.  Though  there  was  no  ventila- 
tion whatever  in  this  dungeon,  1 found 
it  perfe6lly  dry,  and  lels  difagreeable 
than  the  arched  landing-place  above  it; 
the  air  was  warm,  but  not  oppredive, 
nor  loaded  with  vapours ; my  candle, 
which  I let  down  feveral  feet  to  afeer- 
tain  if  there  had  been  anv  prifouers 
there  lately,  fliewed  no  figns  of  a fe- 
culent, excrementitious,  or  corrupted 
almofphere.  When  the  prii'on  was 
built,  this  place  mnd  have  been  in- 
tended as  an  oubliette.  The  ruins  of 
fome  I have  feen  in  what  is  calied  a 
caftle  keep  ; and  there  is  one,  in  excel- 
lent prefervaiion,  at  Alnwick-caRle, 
which,  by  the  roof,  appears  to  be 
Saxon  arci^iiiecdure.  Ti'iey  are  fubter- 
rtUieous  caverns,  in  wliich  fuch  un- 
happy perfons  as  harl  incurred  the  dif- 
jjleafure  of  a powerful  baron  or  chief- 
tain, ill  feudal' times,  were,  tO' gratify 
his  malice,  let  down,  with  a loaf  of 
bread  ami  a bottle  of  wine,  and  the 
ladder  drawn  up  ; and  never  more 
heard  of,  or  enouired  after,  hut  dif- 
fered to  [leriih  in  fohtiide  and  darkntds. 
Idle  llev.  Mr.  Nesfteld,  an  achve  ma- 
gidrate  of  this  couiiiy,  told  me,  he 
reiUenibered  a man  being  coiitinetl  in 
lids  dungeon  ; but  he  no  fooner  re- 
ceived the  iof nmatlon,  than,  repairing 
to  ihe  prtdm,  he  (ordered  111  n to  be 
iininediately  taken  out.  'duis  was 
probahK'  done  by  the  unreel  mg 

wretch  of  whom  Mr.  Hovvard  fpeaks, 
as  torturing  Ills  prifoners  witli  iliumh- 
icrevvs.  it  is  a fortaiuLe  circamliance. 


where  fo  much  power  is  lodged,  that 
the  pre(eiit  Gaoler,  Mr.  Wolfe,  never 
treats  his  prifoners  with  rigorous  feve- 
ritijf  which  often  hardens  the  hearty 
and  that  the  ear  of  the  learned  Prelate 
is  ever  open  to  the  cries  of  difirefs.  I 
have  ofieti  wifhed  a new  gaol  was 
built  at  this  place  : there  is  a plot  of 
ground  behind  the  Serdons-houfe, 
feemingly  of  little  ufe,  and  well 
adapted  for  the  purpofe  of  both  pri- 
Tons,  abundantly  I’upplied  by  a fpr-ing, 
and  ftone  and  lime  a! moll  on  the  Ijiot.. 

Having  finifhed  my  remarks  on  the 
Felons  fide  of  this  gaol,  I fliall  proceed 
to  that  of  the  Debtors.  Number  now" 
confined  (Sept.  5th,  1802),  eighteen; 
and  of  wdiich,  eleven  attended  divine- 
fervice,  where  the  behaviour  of  all  the 
prifoners  was  orderly  and  attentive  to  a 
very  appropriate  difeourfe.  The  Low 
Gaol  confifls  of  two  rooms,  10  feet  A 
inches  fquare,  by  the  gateway,  under 
which,  out  of  a door,  is  conveyed  ihe 
dirt,  alhes,  &c.  which  formerly  lay 
for  many  months.  Both  thele  rooms 
are  free  wards.  There  are  likewife 
three  others  at  the  top  of  the  gaol,  the 
largeft  of  which  contains  fevea  beds, 
the  others  one  bed  each.  To  all  thele, 
the  County  fnrnifltes  iron  bed  deads  and 
ftraw  mattraffes  gratis.  Thefe  rooms 
are  notu  deled  and  lime-whited  ; but 
the  Debtors  complained  much  of  that 
great  nuifance,  bugs,  wdiich  the  ftraw 
mattraffes  harbour,  and  preclude  all 
poffibiliiy  to  get  rid  of.  Two  rooms, 
formerly  fet  apart  for  Infirmaries,  are 
now  appropriated  to  Women  Debtors. 
Mailer’s  fide  Debtors  have  fix  feparale 
rooms,  furnifhed  by  the  Keeper,  at 
3s.  6d.  a week,  or,  if  two  lie  together,. 
Is.  6d.  each.  Two  of  tbefc  rooms 
look  to  the  fheet,  and  open  into  the- 
chapel,  formerly  the  Debtors-halL 
There  is  a double-barrelled  pniuj?, 
which  raifes  water  about  feventy  feet, 
and  fupplies  the  High  Gaol.  HaU-a- 
crowii  a quarter  is  paid  to  a woman, 
for  fupplying  the  Debtors  in  the  Low 
Gaol  witli  water.  The  County  pro- 
vides no  wmrk  ; but  the  humane 
Keeper  told  r-iie,  he  cordlaruly  pro- 
cured (for  fuch  as  are  nm  h:ihdicraft 
trades)  employment  in  fpinning,  pack- 
ing oakum,  bearing  fiax,  &c.  and  that 
every  prilbner,  ho.vever  employed,  re- 
cei'.  es  the  whole  of  his  earnings.  The 
liules  and  Orders,  as  fettled  in  !7g3. 
i tranferibed  for  the  next  Edi'iou  of 
my  Work.  Debtors  in  the  Lo'v  Gaol 
receive,  from  a legacy,  1 s.  (id.  a -vveek 
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in  winter,  and  1 s.  a week  in  fummer. 
No  memorial  of  it  in  the  gaol. 
From  the  Mayor  of  Durham’s  book  it 
appears,  that  he  charged  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Newcatlle  with  having  paid 
the  above  fums;  and  it  alfo  appears, 
that  the  Corporation  of  Newcalile  re- 
imbiirfed  him.  JBy  an  entry  in  the 
Common-council  Books  of  Newcaftle- 
npon-Tyne,  it  is  recorded  as  follows  : 

December  23d,  1699. — 3l.  6s.  8d. 
is  paid,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle,  to  the  Mayor 
of  Durham,  for  the  u(e  of  the  prifon- 
«s,  annually  on  St.  Andrew’s-day.” 
(See  Brand’s  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle, 
vol.  II.  pp.  193,  194.)  It  is  the  do- 
nation of  a Mr.  Frankland.  How  the 
ciiftribution  of  this  charity  became 
changed  from  St.  Andrew’s  day  to  a 
weekly  payment,  and  that  to  prifoners 
in  the  Low  Gaol  folely,  does  no  where 
appear ; but  if  neither  of  the  low 
rooms  in  the  gateway  are  occujiied 
(which  has  frequently  been  the  cafe), 
the  arrears  have  never  been  paid  ; on 
this  account,  the  Keeper  takes  care  to 
liave  one  prifoner  at  leatl  there,  to  fe- 
cure  the  regular  payment.  There  is 
another  donation,  of  15  s.  per  a?i7ium, 
viz.  5 s.  at  Chriftmas,  5 s.  at  Eafter, 
atid  5 s.  at  Whitfuntide.  This  is  a 
charge  on  lands,  late  belonging  to  Mr. 
dacklon,  of  VVitton-le-Wear,  in  this 
county,  who  paid  the  monev  to  Mr. 
Holt,  of  the  Red  lion-inn,  at  Durham, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  prifoners  in  the  Low 
Gaol.  The  eflate  has  been  purchafed 
lately  by  Mr.  John  Wood,  of  Bilhop’s 
Auckland,  fubjeci;  to  the  faid  charge, 
which  is  regularly  paid  to  the  Gaoler 
as  it  becomes  due.  Of  this  legacy, 
there  is  no  memorial  in  the  gaol. 

The  legacv  of  Ihlhoj)  Crewe,  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Howard,  niuft  be  a 
miilake  v\  iih  rcrpe6I  to  the  name.  It 
is  not  in  his  udll  (which  I have  read)  ; 
but  there  is  a ftmilar  donation  to  that 
of  Bifliop  Wood  left  to  the  debtors  in 
Durham  gaol,  by  Dr.  Hartw-ell  ; and 
in  the  copy  of  his  wdll  (in  the  poflcftlon 
ot  Mr.  Wolfe)  there  is,  after  feveral  other 
betjueds,  “ Item,  I give  and  bequeath 
10  the  gaol  of  Durham,  for  the  ufe  and 
benetit  of  infolvent  debtors  there,  2()1. 
per  annum,  to  be  difpofed  of  under  the 
f line  refiricllons  and  limitations  with 
the  charity  of  the  like  kind  by  Bilhop 
WAod  ; and  that,  in  the  apj)li(‘ation 
of  it,  refpcift  be  firfi  bad  to  the  pa- 
rilliioners  of  Stanhope.  This  Itequell, 
aa  well  as  leveral  others  mentioned  in 


his  will,  amounting  to  SOl.  per  an-  | 
num,  are  chargeable  upon  an  eltate  at 
Filh-bourn  in  this  county.  Nowin  ' 
this,  as  w^ell  as  Billiop  Wood's  charity,,  ' 
there  mull  be  great  arrears  due,  as  it  is  i 
feveral  years  fince  any  |terfon  in  this,  | 
gaol  received  the  benefit  ; but,  as  the  : 
mayor  and  corporation  of  Durham  are  j 
truftees,  and  a very  refpe6Iable  gentle-  ! 
man  (Mr.  Woodifield)  clerk  and  trea-  1 
furer,  this  bufmefs  will, -no  doubt,  very 
foon  be  inveftitiaied.  Bv  the  following  : 
account  of  Dr.  Hartwell,  it  appears,  ; 
he  was  re6tor  of  Stanhope,  in  this  1 
county  ; which  accounts  for  that  part  ■ 
of  his  beqneft,  “ that  refpedl  be  firft  : 
had  to  the  parifhioners  of  Stanhope i 
meaning,  if  anv  fuch  w’ere  in  prifon. 

Dr.  William  Hartwell  was  formerly  i 
fecretary  to  Lord  Crewe  when  Bifhop 
of  Oxford.  In  the  year  168I,  he  was 
made  reelor  of  Whickham,  in  this 
countv,  and  in  lG85  was  removed  to 
the  redlory  of  Stanhope ; and  m 1709 
was  made  prebendary  of  Durham.  He 
died  in  June  1725,  and  was  interred  in 
the  cathedral  church  here.  His  will 
bears  date  March  9,  1724. 

The  accounts  relating  to  Bifiiop 
Wood’s  legacy  appear  to  be  very  in- 
tricate and  perplexed  ; but,  from  the 
rel’peHable  chara6lers  wdto  are  at  pre- 
fent  engaged  in  the  bufinels,  there  is 
hope  of  ultimate  fuccel’s. 

Bifliop  Wood,  by  wdll  made  I69O, 
charges  his  eliate  or  manor  of  Ecclef- 
clilT,  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Durham, 
with  the  payment  of  20l.  annnalh,  ; 
for  e\'er,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  ^ 
and  difeharge  of  poor  prifoners,  that  I 
then  were,  or  hereafter  might  bf,  in  a 
the  gaol  at  Duriiam  for  debt;  each  I 
))nor  ))rifoner’s  debt  not  exceeding  five  ! 
pounds.  And,  by  the  laid  will,  the  1 
mayor  and  aldermett  of  the  city  of  S 
Durham  for  the  time  being  were  ap-  M 
|)oinled  trullees  of  the  find  charity  It  1 
apjiears  by  ilte  books'(now  in  pofteirioii  fl 
ol  Mr.  Wolle)  that  tliis  eftate,  charge-]! 
able  with  the  laid  legacv,  was,  in  the  m 
year  1750,  purchafed  bv  Anthony  Flail,  J 
ol  Ida  Is,  in  the  cotinty  of  Durham,  efq.* 
and  lubjeiSl  to  this  de\  ife;  that,  between* 
the  year  1750  and  1766.  it  appears  there  * 
were  arrears  due  from  the  laid  Mr.* 
Hall  to  the  charily  to  the  amount  of* 
54l.4s.  1 I d.4  ; that  a fuit  in  Chan-* 
eery  was  inllituted  bv  the  Bilhop's  at-* 
tornev-general  againlt  the  faid  Anthony* 
Hall  for  the  I'aid  aTears,  togetlvr  wii h * 
a fnrtb.er  liim  of  l()5l.  15s.  which  had* 
been  paid  into  tlie  haiuU  of  the  theji* 
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in?yor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Durham,  iruflees  of  the  (aid  charity, 
by  the  Ik'd  Anthony  Hall,  according 
to  the  will  of  the  faid  Bifhop  Wood, 
but  had  never  been  accounted  for  to 
the  faid  charity  by  the  faid  mayor  and 
aidermen.  And  that,  in  the  year  1776, 
it  was  decreed  by  the  faid  Court,  that 
the  faid  Anthony  Hall  flmuld  pay  the 
whole  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  laid 
charity,  together  with  the  colds  : That, 
in  the  Michaelmas  term  afterwards, 
the  faid  Anthony  Hall  filed  a Bill  in 
the  Exchequer  againll  the  faid  mayor 
and  aldermen,  charging  them  with  an 
abufe  of  the  faid  charity  ; and  it  was 
decreed,  the  faid  mayor  and  aldermen 
Ibould  account  -for  the  arrears  before 
fiated  : That,  in  I76S,  the  Corporation 
loll;  their  charter;  and  other  truftees 
were  then  duly  appointed,  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery  at  Durham,  to  manage 
the  faid  charity  ; and  the  faid  trufiees 
have  from  time  to  time,  as  any  of  them 
have  died  or  declined  acling,  been  re- 
placed by  others,  according  to  the  di- 
reftions  of  the  faid  will.  The  balance 
of  the  account  due  to  the  charity  at 
Midfummer  1802,  as  appears  by  the 
books  of  the  late  treafurer,  is  2051. 
and  at  Midfummer  1804  had  increafed 
tp  245  1. 

Bifhop  Wood  was  chaplain  to  king 
Charles  T.  and  in  lh35  retdor  of 
Whickham ; in  168O  prebendary  of 
Durham;  in  iGOS  dean  of  Lichfield; 
and  in  167I  confecrated  Bifliop  of 
Lichfield,  with  which  he  held  a pre- 
bendal  ftall  at  Durham,  He  died  April 
18,  1692,  and  was  buried  at  Uff'ord  in 
Suffolk.  His  will,  by  which  he  be- 
queaths feveral  other  charities  as  well 
as  that  to  the  gaol  at  Durham,  is  dated 
Eiov.  1 1 , l6g0. 

County  Bridewell  at  Durham  was 
built,  as  appears  by  the  date  over  the 
door,  in  l634.  Jt  is  fituate  on  the 
fide  of  a hill,  near  the  bridge ; and 
on  the  ground  floor  next  the  fireet 
(which  is  the  upper  part  of  the  prifon) 
is  a convenient  room  for  the  magif- 
trates,  who  meet  here  do  bufinefs. 
The  turnkey’s  rooms  are  on  the  fame 
level,  and  have  a command  of  the 
whole  prifon.  The  old  gaol  confifls 
of  two  good  day-rooms,  and  feveral 
lieeping  apartments.  The  firfi  day- 
room  (which  is  now  occupied  bv  wo- 
men) is  three  ftories  from  the  ground, 
has  two  windows  which  look  to  the 
river,  ^6  feet  by  12,  and  7 feet  high  ; 


with  a boarded  floor  and  good  fire- 
place. Underneath  are  two  rooms, 
which  are  ufed  as  fleeping  rooms  for 
women.  The  firfi  is  17  feet  by  12, 
and  6 feet  (i  inches  high;  the  other 
12  feet  6 inches  bv  1 1 feet,  and  6 feet 
6 inches  high.  'They  have  each  a 
window,  which  has  the  fame  af- 
pebl  as  the  day-room  above.  They 
have  boarded  floors,  wood  bedfieads, 
with  firaw  and  coverlets ; and  are  dry 
good  rooms.  Immediately  underneath 
thefe  two  rooms,  on  the  ground  floor, 
are  two  other  rooms,  exacliy  of  the 
lame  dimenfions  ; but  have  not  been 
in  ufe  for  lb  me  years  (except  for  lum- 
ber), being  very  damp  and  unhealthy. 

The  fecond  day-room,  w'hich  1s 
alfo  occupied  by  women,  is  on  the  fe- 
cond flory,  in  the  adjoimng  wing  of 
the  prifon.  It  is  IQ  feet  by  15,  and  7 
feet  high  ; has  three  windows,  which 
look  to^  the  North- eafi,  a boarded  floor, 
and  a fireqilace.  Underneath  this  are 
two  other  rooms  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  firfi  is  13  feet  by  9,  and  7 feet 
high  ; the  fecond  9 feet  by  7,  and  8 
feet  high  ; both  of  them  very  damp 
and  unhealthy;  but  which,  I'was  in- 
formed, had  not  been  ufed  fince  the 
budding  of  the  new  apartments. 

From  the  fecond  dseiy-room  there  is 
a paflage  that  communicates  with  an 
arch  of  the  bridge,  which  lies  at  the 
back  or  Well  fide  of  the  old  prifon. 
Under  this  arch  you  proceed  to  two 
large  cells,  where  prifoners  convibled 
of  capital  offences  fleep.  The  firfi  cell 
is  IQ  feet  5 inches  by  13  feet  9 inches, 
and  9 feet  high  ; the  other  is  14  feet 
3 inches  by  13  feet  3 Inches,  and  14 
feet  high,  with  flagged  floors ; both  of 
them  totally  dark,  and  fitter  for  the 
reception  of  coals  than  any  human 
being. 

The  new  budding  confifls  of  feveii 
rooms.  The  upper  flory,  which  is  the 
third  from  the  ground,  is  divided  into 
three  a])artmenis  ; the  firfi,  13  feet  by 
9,  and  8 feet  high;  the  fecond  and 
third,  nearly  the  fame  dimenfions. 
Each  has  a good  window  fronting  the 
North-eafi,  with  a fire-place,  a wood 
bed  (lead,  with  firaw  and  coverlets,  and 
are  occupied  in  general  by  fuch  pri- 
foners as  can  work  at  any  bnlinefs,  fuch 
as  tailors,  fhoemakers,  weavers,  6lc. 
They  are  all  dry  and  good  rooms,  and 
have  no  communication  with  each 
other.  The  fecond  (lory  immediately 
underneath  is  the  men’s  day-room,  in 
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wh'cli  ihe  principal  part  of  the  male 
priiuners  are  kept.  li  is  a very  large 
goof!  room,  31  leet  3 inches  by  16  feet 
5 inches,  aiul  O feet  high  ; has  four 
large  windows  (Vonting  the  Norlh-eafl, 
a aooii  fire-place,  a boarded  floor,  anti 
creied  roof,  and  is  a Comfortable  room. 

Tiie  ftorv  on  the  gr'oimd  floor  is  di- 
vided into  three  rooms,  of  the  fame  di- 
numfions  as  the  upper  or  third  ftory, 
f)ne  of  the  rooms  is  appropriated  to 
beating  hemp,  and  blocks  are  fixed  for 
tiiat  pnrp<)ie  ; and  liere  the  prifoners 
from  tile  day-room  are  alternately  taken 
ta)  work’. 

The  prifon  is  well  fiipplied  with 
water.  Each  prifoner  is  allowed  from 
the  Goiiniv  three  jience  per  day;  they 
receive  alfii  ihe  whole  of  their  earnings 
without  dcdudlion.  There  are  people 
«fttend  every  day  with  vidfuals,  and 
each  prifoner  pnrchafes  what  he  thinks 
proper  ior  himfelf.  There  is  no  chap- 
E?n,  or  anv  religious  attentions  here. 
Niunbef  ot'  prilbners  Sept  5,  1802, 
eleven,  and  one  lunatic.  There  is  an 
trfeleis  piece  of  ground  adjoining,  well 
caicidated  for  a court-yard  and  a work- 
ih  op,  which,  being  immediately  under 
view  of  the  turnkey,  would  be  perfedliy 
fecure.  I was  forry  to  obfcrve  a very 


large  dunghiji  at  one  end  of  this 
ground,  and  ju!l  under  the  prifon  w in- 
dows ; fi)  tliht  it  is  vvorfe  than  being 
ufi^lefs,  by  becoming  a nuifimce. 

My  dear  fir.  The  account  of  Dur- 
ham prifons,  1 fear,  will  tire  your  pa- 
tience; but  I mull  irefpafs  on  it  a liiile 
longer,  to  tell  you  about  the  lunatic  I 
have  mentioned  among  the  prifoners. 
His  name  Is  [liichard  Williams.  He 
was  found  in  a wood  adjoining  the 
town  quite  naked,  and  committed  as  a 
vagmnt,  in  1771.  He  does  not  appear 
to  have  any  recolledlion  of  what  he 
was,  or  of  his  family  ; but,  to  my  fur- 
prife,  he  repeated  great  part  of  the 
Morning  Service  as  read  in  the  Church, 
and,  1 was  informed,  could  go  through 
the  whole : he  feemed  difpleafed  at 
my  not  hearing  him  longer.  1 thought' 
it  fingnlar  that  a perfon  fo  religionfly 
educated  in  his  early  y^ears  fhould  be 
fouiyd  under  fitch  circnmftances.  Adieu. 

Yours  fincerely,  Jam^s  Neild. 
Durham,  Sept.  5,  1802. 

Errata  in  our  laft. 

P.  893  a,  line  31,  for  Iroke  read /hut. 

• b,  30,  for  fcven  read  three^ 

b,  31,  for  two  feet  ten  inches 

read  twenty-two  inches. 


bJiCHOts  ana  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lhn  Passage,  pleet  Street,  Landon, 
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THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 
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LETTER  XXV.  ON  PRISONS. 


“ Padore  et  liberalitate  liberos 

Retinere.  latius  effe,  quam  metu*.” 

Teren.  Adelph.  Aft  I.  Sc.  i. 

Saw  brook  Court, 
Mr.  Urban,  joecemher  26. 

ERE  every  magif- 
trate  to  perufe  the 
W following  letter  on 

^ the  Gaol  and  Houfe 

^ of  Correction  oi  Bury 

'St.  Edmund' S:,  a mo- 
del would  be  preferved  worthy  of 
imitation.  It  is  here  defcribed  fo 
eopioufly  and  fatisfadtorily  as  to 
claim  approbation,  whilft  it  renders 
explanation  fuperfluous,  except,  in- 
deed, in  the  words  of  my  friend, 
which  I extra6t  from  his  private 
letter,  inclohng  the  fubfeqnent  one 
above  mentioned. 

I fhall  pafs  Over  the  leffer  pri- 
fonsin my prefenttourOfvifitation, 
and  baften  to  describe  the  new  gaol 
of  Bury  St.  Edmund's.  I know 
it  will  give  you  great  pleafure  to 
be  informed  that  it  does  honour 


to  the  county,  and  is  fuperior  to 
mo  ft  in  this  k’.ngdoin  ; whether 
I confider  its  eontlrucRion  to  an- 
fu'er  the  thi;ee  great  purpoRs  of 
fdcurity , health,  and  morals,  or 
the  liberality  of  the  magiilrates, 
in  providing  every  comfort  which 
can  attend  imprilcnment.  In  the 
appointment  of  a gaoler  I con- 
fider  the  county  parficulady  for- 
tunate  in  their  cTioice  of  Air, 
"‘Orridge;  who  to  great  abilities 
unites  hrmnefs  and  humanity  in 
the  dil charge  of  his  important 
trail.  Immediately  on  my  aiTival 
at  this  place,  I paid  a viht  to  the 
workhoufe,  the  rooms  of  whica  I 


* It  is  better  to  keep  children  in  civvo 
by  a fenfc  of  Idiame,  and  a condefcenfion 
to  their  inclinations,  than  by  fear, 


found  very  dirty,  every  ventilator 
flopj^jcd  with  rags,  and  the  cafe- 
“■  meats  clofe  fn.ut ; and  hence 
very  ofreilfive.  The  number  of 
poor  in  the  houfe  92  ; whom  the 
mailer  of  the  workhoufe  farms  at 
6d.  a head  per  week,  and 
provides  them  with  clothes  out 
of  that  fum,  as  he  informed  rue; 
but  of  this  number  28  are  boys  ^ 
and  girls,  who  are  employed  in 
fpinning;  and  only  three  out  of 
the  whole  could  Ipell  wonis  of 
one  fyllable  : none  of  the  others 
knew  a letter  of  the  alphabet, 
though  I was  told  that  fome  had 
been  in  the  houfe  fourteen  years  ! 

There  are  fome  very  appro- 
priate  prayers  printed  for  the  ufe 
of  the  houfe  j but  there  is  no 
prdper  perfon  to  read  them,  to 
catcchife  the  children,  to  pay  the 
‘‘  leaf!  religious  attention,  or  to  in- 
H cnlcate  moral  duties.  It  was  a mat- 
ter  of  no  lets  grief  than  furprlfe  to 
“■  find  in  fo  polite  and  accompliined 
‘‘  a town  as  Bury,  and  where  chari- 
ties  abound,  fo  total  a neglecl  of  the 
poor  in  the  workhoufe.  A'ellcr- 
day  was  the  annual  election  of 
fix  guardians  of  the  poor;  and 
the  gentleman  who  was  appointed 
governor,  Air.  Ingram,  very  po- 
“■  iitelv  accompanied  me  to  the 
workhoufe.  He  was  flrongly 
“ imprefled  wdth  the  neceility  of  a 
‘‘  reform  in  it;  and,  from  his  active 
integrity,  and  the  affidance  of 
other  philanthropic  characlers  in 
this  town,  I have  no  doubt  of  its 
being  immediately  entered  upon. 
‘‘  On  farther  enquiry,  1 was  in- 
formed  that,  alroiu  turee  years 
ago,  a refpeefabie  lefident  nia- 
gi Urate  was  elected  governor  for 

*■  The  boys  were  all  bare  footed,  bare 
legged,  and  dirty. 
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**  the  year,  during  which  period  a 
regular  dietary  was  eftablilhed, 
**  and  hung  up  j and  that  a guardian 
attended  every  day  to  infpe6t  the 
food,  treatment,  See.  Why  this 
excellent  fyfteni  was  difeontinued, 

I could  no  where  learn. 

I am,  dear  fir,  yours,  mod  fin- 
cerely,  James  Neild.” 

Bury  St  .Edmund  Aug.  30, 1 805.” 

So  numerous  have  been  the  ob- 
jeftions  againft  the  edablilhment 
and  management  of  parilh  work- 
houfes,  as  to  render  it  unneceifary 
to  enlarge  in  this  place  upon  the 
iinpolicy  of  thefe  inftitutions,  more 
ofpecially  as  a publication*  very 
generally  read  has  been  enriched 
with  a preface  by  tlie  elegant  and 
impreflive  pen  of  Thomas  Bernard, 
cfq.  a principal  promoter  of  the 
patriotic  Society  for  bettering  the 
Condition  of.  the  Poor,  in  which 
tlie  immediate  and  progrefTive  evils 
refulting  from  fuch  eftabliihments 
are  explained,  and  the  means  of 
obviating  them  pointed  out. 

Until  a more  falutary  police  re- 
fpe6ting  the  poor  is  introduced,  in- 
adequate as  they  are  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  or  tb  the  diminution  of 
the  rates,  for  their  maintenance, 
they  will  remain,  and  muft  be  fup- 
ported.  To  leffen,  however,  the 
evils  which  they  too  frequently  tend 
tf>  nurture,  the  prevention  of  iin- 
tnorality,  are  the  primary  means  of 
realizing  hope,  and  rewarding  exer- 
tion, If  little  influence  can  be  pro- 
duced upon  thofe  advanced  in  age, 
and  habituated  to  indolence,  in 
whom  the  fpirit  of  independence 
is  enfeebled^  and  cnei'gy  to  regain 
it  extingurflred,  the  children,  who 
foon  would  imbibe  the  fame  habits, 
Ihould  be'come  objedls  of  imUicdlale 
att<‘ntion,  and  moral  cultivation. 
The  inftindt  of  the  animals,  in  live 
care  and  nurture  of  their  young, 
affords  an  in<  irive  example  to  ihe 
rational  cfcation,  to  whic.h  indolence 
and  vice  are  unfeelingly  regardlels. 

^ Reports  of  the  Society  for  beuering 
the  Condition  and  cncrcafuig  rlio  Com- 
forts of,  the  Poor,. 


« Nefcio  qua  dulcedine  laeti, 

“ Progeniem  nidofque  fovent  f — 

ViRG^  Georg:,  iv.  55. 

For  the  deleterious  air  of  a work- 
houfe  produces  a debilitating  power 
on  the  mind,  like  contagion  on 
thofe  of  the  body  j and  which, 
foured  by  a fenfe  of  negle6t,  and 
the  preffure  of  want,  apathy  to  re-«- 
lative  affedions  are  engendered, 
and  habits  of  induflrious  exertion 
extinguifhed. 

Henee  it  is  that  the  parochial 
managers  of  the  poor  fliould  be 
ready  to  adt  as  the  guardiaus  of 
their  children  ; and,  by  proper  fu- 
perintendcnce,  initiate  them  into 
the  exercife  of  morality  and  in- 
duhry.  Frederick  theGreatobferves* 
that  each  man  contains  a wild 
“ beafl  within  himfelf;  and  few 
have  the  flrength  to  lead  him  in 
**  chains  J but  as  the  ferocious 
animals  are  fubdued  and  domefti*- 
cated  by  perfevering  care, 

“ Fingit  equum  teneri  doeilern  cervice 
magifter 

**  Ire  viam  qua  monftret  cques  §.”  — ~— 

Hor,  1 Ep.  ii.  6a. 

to  the  hardeft  ftone  may  be  given 
the  form  of  foftnefs  1{ ; and  youth 
may  furely  be  bent  to  any  direftion  ; 
and,  as  Religion  is  the  genuine 
fpriilg  that  renders  the  plant  it  wa- 
ters produdliye  of  good  fruit,  reli- 
gious habits  cannot  be  too  early  and 
feduloufly  inculcated  ^{. 

+ “ . with  feeret  joy 

“ Their  young  lucceffion  all  their  cares 
employ.  [educate, 

“ They  breed,  they  brood,  inftru6t,  and 
“ And  make  provition  for  the  future 

Dhyden. 

J Kingof  Prufha’s  Works,  vol.Vill.p.  r> 
§ “ The  jockey  tiaius  tlie  young  and 
tender  horfe, 

‘‘  While  yet  foft-niouth’d,  and  breeds  him 
to  the  couife.”  Cueech. 

11  It  was  alked  of  Roubilliac,  how'  he 
could  produce  from  Roue  fucli  foft  and 
luch  lubl'.rnc  e.ipreliiou  ; wiio  modeflly 
re])lied,  “ It  be  all  iiv  de  marble,  i only 
“ pick  it  our.” 

^,1  This  is  happily  illuRrateu  by.  rrvy 
friend's  account  of  the  children  educated 
in  all  the  Sunday  fchools  at  Bury,  both, 
as  it  refpefts  reading,  writing,  and  reli- 
gious iriRruaion.  [Gcat.  Mug^  Oa.  1805, 

p.  804.) 
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It  is  not  fequifite  to  premife  here  anceoffolemnity+.underaduefenfa. 

that,  in  order  to  enfure  the  maturity  of  the  lano-uao-e  of  Si  4 ^ 

of  this  good  fruit  every  child  Ihould  “ auantis°fufpiriis  et‘  ^emrnUiu^ 

receive  fufficient  learnino-  to  enable  fiaf  yy,,  \ V gemmibus 
him  to  read  the  Teftament  and  Suit  nil 
.4>rayer-Book*,  fo  happily  expe-  arelorms  of  pllfad^ted  toTvely 
rienced  in  many  ,f  not  all,  the  ftate  and  conditln7aVd  the  Joua 
Sunday,  fchools,  but  almoft  totally  recital  of  them  is  excellently  cE 


houfcs,  a»d  bridewells* 

It  is  of  the  greateft  importance^ 
therefore,  to  appoint  judicious 
* churchwardens,  overfeers,  and  ftew- 
ards,  to  parochial  eflablilhments  j 


gion.  Under  thefe  impreffions,  t 
cannot  accord  with  the  fentinient 
of  the  late  venerable  Lavater  z 
Why  muft  I have  recourfe  to  the 
words  of  another  perfon,  of  a 


but,  however  refpeaable  their  ranli  fellow.crea“4rn  cllerlg 
and  chaiaaer  may  be,  fome  of  the  “with  my  Creator?  What  am 

SIS  “ J-on-iblelftrangement  frol  Grf 

ftituted  into  a Committee,  two  of  “ does  this  praying  with  the  words 
■Whom  (liould  daily  vilit  the  work-  “ of  others  fuglft  to  me  S Much, 
houfe,  examine  the  ftate  of  it,  and  rather  would  I adopt  the  lan^ai^e 

of  countryman,  Wotton  •“  “ 
Winch  fliould  be  laid  before  every  “ He  God  doih  late  and  early  pray 

TVifa^ I-.*  * ^ y . ^ 


veftry,  where  the  clergyman  is  fup- 
pofed  to  prefide, 

The  female  fex  is  now,  honou- 
rably to  their  eharatter,  difpofed  to 
vifit  and  aflift  the  poor;  and  in 
fev^cry  parifh  fome  judicious  ladies 


“ More  of  his  grace  than  gifts  to  lend; 
And  entertains  the  harmlefs  day  ' 

“ With  a religious  book  or  friend.” 

That  each  day  may  be  fpent  ia 
this  harmlefs  and  improving  man-, 
ner,  is  one  of  the  grand  objedls  o£ 


fycrsxxss  xuiiic  juuicious  laaies  fici,  IS  one  or  me  grand  objedis  of 
Ihould  be  reqnefted  to  vifit  their  the  hazardous  labours  of  my  friend 
own  feXj  as  well  as  the  children  of  as  appears  throughout  his  letters  to 
both  fexes,  whofe  advice  might  be  J.  C.  Lettsoji. 

nighiy  ufeful  in  fuggefting  and  pro-  P.  S.  An  anfwer  to  the  letter  of 
moting  the  employments  proper  for  William  Firth,  efq.  will  appear  ia 
the  women  and  children.  the  Supplement. 

It  is  not  prefumed  that  the  cler- 


gyman or  ciwate  Ihould  daily  offi- 
iciate  in  the  workhoufc ; but  the 
performance  of  religious  duties  once 
.a  week  only,  may  in  fome  meafure 
■be  compenfated  by  the  attention  of 
the  churchwardens,  overfeer.s,  or 

heward  } lor  not  a fingle  day  dioLild  as  per  labie.  Uhaplain,  Kev.  Simon 
eiaple  without  the  performance  of  Pryke.  Salary  60l.  Dmy,  prayers  three 
: morning  and  evening  prayers.  To 


Bury  St.  Edmund’s  Gaol  and 
Hoiije  of  Corrctlion.  Gaoler,  John 
Orridge.  Salary  300 1,  and  coals  and 
candle,  together  with  other  perquirites^ 
fjiecihed  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
approved  hy  the  Magiflrates.  and  con- 
hrtned  by  the  Judges  of  Adize.  Fees 
as  pel  table.  Chaplain,  Rev.  Simon 


j promote  and  habituate  religious  ex- 
^ercifes  more  individui%,  the  chil- 
dien  of  each  lex  might  be  formed 
^iuto  claffes,  and  the  mofi  deady  of 
^each  (elebted  to  read  prayersa'udibly, 
’but  ever  with  the  mob  Itria  obferv- 


* the  Cihicid.  Review  fo'r  October  laft, 
“ p- 13 1,  contains  manyiexceiicnt  redeitions 
'•  Cn  the  eduGativ'm  o-f-  tlie  poor,  and  the 
kmperior  advautage.s  which  have  been  en- 
joyed m Scotland  la  this  rclpedl  in  paro- 
I chial  fchoois. 


t Upon  this  fubjea  the  reader  may 
find  lome  collateral  remarks  in  Letter 
XXII.  (Gent.  Mag.  Sispt.  1805,  p,  788)  ; 
but  theyxannPt  be  too  earneftly  imprefled 
on  the  mind  of  every  individual. 

t By  w'hat  proftration  of  foul,  by  whaC 
prayer.5  and  niiJiiuaJ  ertertion,  even  the  pttJ>  i 
fiightell  and  mod  imperfeft  knowledge  of 
God  is  to  be.  obtaiTied  ! 

§ Self  Obferver,  Jan.  4,  176^,  This 
appears  more  remarkable;  as  the  fain« 
piou,s  charadlcf  condemns  fdent  prayer  in 
comp'day  or  at  table  in  a lubfcOuent  part 
oi  Lhe  Oi)fefTer» 


timesr 
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times  a week;  and  a ferinon  on  Chrift- 
mas-clay  and  Good  Friday.  Surgeon, 

— — . Salary,  60 1.  Allowance 

to  debtors,  felons,  &c.  one  pound  and 
a half  of  bread  per  day,  and  one  pound 
of  cheefe  per  Iveek. 

Remarks.  This  new  gaol  is  fituale 
at  the  end  of  the  South  gaite,  near  a 
mile  from  the  cestrfe  of  the  town  ; and 
the  prifoners  were  removed  into  it  De- 
cember 8,  180.5.  The  buildings  are 
inclofed  by  a boundary  wall  20  feet 
high,  built  in  an  irregular  otlagon 
form,  the  diameter  of  which  is  292 
feet.  Four  of  the  fuies  are  I92  feet 
each,  and  the  o her  four  70  feet  6' 
inches  each.  The  entrance  to  the  pri- 
fon  is  the  turnkey’s  lodge,  a handlome 
florte  building,  which  confills  of  the 
entrance-room,  fitting  room,  and  bed- 
room for  the  turnkey.  On  the  right 
hand  is  a room,  with  a fire-place,  12 
feet  by  7,  and  9 feet  6 inches  high, 
nfed  as  a reception  room,  into  which 
all  prifoners  are  brought,  and  confined 
till  they  have  been  examined,  properly 
cleaned,  and  proved  to  be  free  irom 
any  infeftious  dil'order,  before  they  are 
admitted  into  the  interior  of  the  gaol; 
and  there  is  a water-clofet  adjoining, 
for  the  ufe  of  this  room.  1 here  are 
alfo  two  cells  up  one  pair  of  Hairs  in 
the  lodge,  fitted  up  with  iron  bed  Heads 
on  Hone  bearers,  into  which  all  pri- 
I'oners  are  put  when  brought  in  at 
night.  The  fize  of  each  cell  0 ieet  6 
inches  by  6 .H:et,  with  arched  roofs,  and 
7 feet  6 inches  high.  The  turnkey’s 
llecpiug-room  and  a large  Hore  room 
afe  alfo  on  this  floor.  On  the  left  of 
the  entrance  within  the  lodj5e  there  is 
a convenient  workhoule,  fitietl  up  with 
an  oven,  copper,  warm  and  cold  hath, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  prifon,  and  adjoining 
is  alfo  the  brewhoufe.  On  the  lead 
flat  of  the  turnlrey’s  lodgfe,  which  ex- 
tends iG  feet,  exccuiions  at e performed. 
After  palling  through  the  lodyc,  you 
proceed  down  an  avenue  jiaved  with 
flag  Hone,  with  pods  and  chains,  in- 
doling  on  e,ach  fide  a beautilu!  nirub- 
bery  border,  which  leads  to  ilie  keeper’s 
houfe,  which  is  alfo  atr  irregular  oda- 
gon  building,  aird  is  litiiated  in  the 
centre  of  the  prifon,  and  from  which 
the  ieveral  court-yards  are  conijHetely 
infpecled.  The  prifon  eonllds  of  lour 
wings,  69  feet  long,  and  32  feet  wide, 
detached  from  the  keeper’s  houle  bv  an 
area  of  15  feet,  which  with  the  diflier- 
ent  court-yards,  completely  furiound 
it.  lu  all  the  vvirgs  there  is  a panb 


lion  wall  14  inches  thick  running  along 
the  centre,  fo  that  each  wing  contains 
two  prilbns.  The  wing  numbered  1 
and  2 is  the  prifon  for  debtors,  in 
which  there  are  tw'o  kitchens,  fitted  up 
with  every  convenience  fpr  frugal  cook- 
ery ; the  fi^e  of  each  18  feet  by  14, 
with  arched  roofs  10  feet  high.  There 
are  alfo  two  paflages  44  feet  long,  and 
3 feet  6 inches  wide,  which  communi- 
cate with  their  different  rooms,  of 
which  there  are  twenty.  Eighteen  of 
thefe  are  9 feet  by  8 feet  6 inches,  with 
arched  roofs,  and  10  feet  high;  fitted 
up  with  iron  bedfleads  on  Hone  bearers, 
lalh  windows,  and  fire-place  in  each 
room.  Every  debtor  has  one  of  thefe 
rooms  to  himfclf.  FHght  are  on  the 
ground  floor  ; the  others  on  the  upper 
flory,  to  which  you  afeend  by  a Hone 
Halrcafe  at  the  end  of  the  lobby  or 
paflage.  On  this  Hory  are  two  rooms, 
intended  for  the  fick  ; fize  of  each  18 
feet  by  8 feet  6 inches,  with  two  bed- 
Heads  and  a fire-place  in  each.  There 
arg  alfo  two  courts  attache  ! to  this 
wing,  which  are  an  irregular  polygon; 
the  one  64  feet  42,  and  the  other 
64  feet  by  34.  Every  court-yard  has 
a pump  with  fliv  boards  iu  the  centre 
of  it,  and  to  w’nich  all  prifoners  have 
accefs  in  the  day  time.  The  fecond 
wing,  numbered  3 and  4,  contains  twm 
prifons,  in  each  ot  which  there  is  a 
day  room  20  feet  by  14,  with  arched 
roofs,  and  10  feet  high,  with  paffages 
of  lobbies  42  feet  long,  and  3 feet  6 
Inches  wide,  leading  to  the  cells.  Ad-* 
joining  to  each  day  room  there  is  a 
work  roorh  14  feet  by  9>  ''’iih  a fire- 
place  in  each.  This  wing  contains  18 
celis,  6 on  the  ground  floor,  with 
glazed  windows,  and  12  oil  the  upper 
Hory,  fize  9 feet  by  6,  wdth  iron  bed- 
fleads, and  ivon-grated  window^s  with 
{butters,  w hich  have  a fquare  of  nobbed 
glafs  in  ihe  centre.  There  are  Hkewife 
tw'O  rooms  for  the  fick,  18  ieet  by  9, 
with  fire-i)lace  and  two  beds  in  each; 
’j'he  two  courts  for  the  ufe  of  tliis  wing 
are  64  feet  bv  34  each.  The  third  wingy 
numbered  5 and  6,  is  exactly  the  lame 
as  the  fecond.  The  fourth  wing,  num- 
bered 7,  8,  and  9,  is  in  three  divifions, 
viz.  number  7 contains  a day  room  20 
feet  by  14,  arched  roof,  and  10  feet 
high,  with  a wo-'k  room  adjoining,  14 
feet  by  9 , three  ce'ls  on  the  ground 
floor  9 feat  by  6,  and  fix  cells  on  the 
uiiper  Hory  the  lame  fize  ; alio  a room* 
14  feel  bv”  9,  w’ith  two  iron  bedfleads 
aad  a fire-place^  iuleuded  as  a fick 

room 
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room  for  the  clafs  confined  here.  The  vard  . , . , , 

court  adioining  is  64  feet  bv  34  Num  fnn  n ^ to  which  the  pri- 

ber  8 has  a day  roo.n,  l^fee,  bv  iT  1 L f ‘'"""S  <‘^y-  ^"<1 

with  a fire-place ; and  one  cell,  o feei  itZ  Tb"'‘=  are  two 

by  6,  on  ,*he  ground  Hoot  - and  one  IboLTr/Z'^T^  “P 

cellj  the  fame  fize,  on  the  upper  fiorv  tn  f 1 12  each  ; and  on  the 

A room,  13  feet  bv  0,  witl7uvVtT  k ^ five  cells, 

fieadsand  a fire-place,  for  the  ufe  of  thT  12  feet  by  8;  and 

the  fick  in  this  divilion.  The  Lr  The 

adjoining  is  40  feet  by  22.  Number  0 fize^l 8 f keeper’s  houfe  ; 

bas  a day  room  ,4  fit  by  13,  Td  uvo  eg„ la.it  fo^r^h  ‘ 

cells  on  the  ground  floor  Q feet  bv  6 • nnfW  ifif  government  of  thefe 

and  two  celts,  the  fame  fizron\he  ^onv  J " 

. upper  ftory  5 with  a room,  13  feet  bv  Q for  ? k printed 

t for  the  fik’.  The  court  adjoin  t coal  not  ^ 

40  feet  by  36.  Every  court  yard  'las  week  fronr  M 1’“''"='*  * 

a bench  for  the  prifoners  to  lit  upon  Td  T “‘'t'Sel mas  to  Lady-dav, 

: and  there  are  waler-clofets  at  the  end  t in  a “seeding  one  bnfltcl  from 

;j  of  each  wing,  which  are  fo  contrived  eaci'dlvffioV^^'Air,  '*  •" 

•that  the  water  runs  all  the  time  the  r * ^ Pfifoners  to  put  on 

IPerCon  is  feated.  Thefe  tigs  being  ^ ‘I 

idclached  li  feet  from  the  keener’?  .v,.  ‘ ® “>  be  futnifhed  by 

iboiife,  and  ihe  open  fences  inclolino-  fnnf”^'”  ^i  of 'he  pri- 

Ithe  conn-vards  being  the  (kie  difemf  IX?’*":!’  Tn  "“""‘y 

'from  the  houfe,  it  fmn.s  a coti,  round  fiffh  '"‘'owing  manner.  Two 

■11, by  which  means  all  the  prifon  .ind  governo"  and  X'filih  ’7  ‘'’® 

iprifimers  are  conveniently  a tended  to  Sne  fifth  i n -a  7 f'lo""’'; 

:pr  vifited  by  their  friends,  lithout  going  the  remai.  der  ^’dTh 

into  any  ol  the  rooms  or  court-vards  f difeharge.  Employ- 

•The  ground  floor  of  the  keeper's  houfe  thei-f.^  grinding  corn,  &c.  for  which 

■ts  railH  fix  fieps  above  the  level  of  the  Fach  TafT  "h'  Spinning  wool, 

lo'her  bn, Ming,;  and  the  windows  of  hi  m ,he  f„l  • 'P' 
foe  houfe  are  fo  placed  that  all  the  pri-  ly' ° , " 7'" 

•foners  m the  different  court-yards  are  8 V ’ ‘ ® ^^^btors. 

•myr  conflant  infpefiion,  as  well  as  all  other  prif^nei'^^"""’  “"'‘“onally 

oerfons  coming  into  the  o-aol  I’hf.  a _ 

t’hapel  is  in  the  centre  of  the  keeiie.  ’s  f mifdemeanors. 

7nersX.o”iT""”^'""f  "‘""’s  feint  ’ 

-oners  go  to  it  by  means  of  done  gal-  ^ ^ 
sjeries,  which  lead  from  each  wing  to 
the  chapel;  and  it  is  pariitioned  off 
■0  that  each  clafs  is  feparated  the  fiime 
IS  in  the  prifon.  By  the  late  reaula- 
*>ons,  this  prifon  and  the  nearlv-ad- 
loining  Houfe  of  Cori'edllon  are  in  a 
manner  confblidated.  This  is  bounded 
"y,^4eparate  wall,  which  inclofes  about 
m acre  of  ground ; and  the  prifon 


6.  For  trial  for  atrocious  felonies. 

7-  For  trial  for  fmali  offences, 

8,  Female  debtors. 

9.  Female  felons  for  trial. 

10,  Females  conviaed  of  mifde« 
meanors. 

11.  Females  convicted  of  felonies. 
Trifoners  Angufl  20,  1805:  debtors 

10,  felons  23,  petty  offences  20;  total  53, 

, It  is  with  great  pleafure  I ani 

«nnd  it.  I'  is’a"inarrSn?;“';i;e  XT-"'  “ 

peper’s  houlb  being  in  from  J?con  J’  ' appointed  to  the 
«'!»  two  divifiont  One  has  a da v ‘’“r""?'’  VmcK  and 

“om,  16  feet  by  g feel  6 inches  a,?d  fe  f'T  ^"S"'»''y  per- 

b feet  high,  with  a fire-place  and  fink  * May  it 

nd  feven  cells,  10  feefby  7 and  !»  fi  ’ ‘‘’"fo'"''"-. '’® ‘'"Pe'l  'hat  the  fame, 
6 inches  hi^h,  all  oa  ihe  7onf I ‘*'7"""''  l»‘‘‘  •» 

•w  ; and  has  i conrt-vard  62  feet  bv  misfortune  from  gmle,  or 

4.  The  other  divifion  has  a day  wow  . f"™  theater,  and  the  young 

< feet  by  10,  and  16  feet  hi4  • and’  f™'"  •‘’f  hardened  offender, 

^ cells,  10  feet  bv  7,  and  12  fecTfi  Cotmiy  gaol  and 

'"hes  high,  all  on-  the  grouil  W t-nTm''  ^ 

■'da  court-yard  66  feet  by  32.  Each  ge^ttfe^n^XynedV 
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SUPPLEMENT 


TO  THE  GENTL'  MANS  MAGAZINE,  FOR  1805. 


Prt7ited  by  ^icHOhi  fZ  Son,  Red  Lio.i  PaJJags,  I leet  Street. 


LETTER  XXVI.  ON  PRISON  x 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sarnl-rook  Court, 
December  24. 


- — . audiet,  et  quae 

Finxerunt  pariter  librarius,  archimagiri, 
“ Carptores:  quod  enim  dubitant  conipo- 
nere  crimen  [cuutur 

In  dominos,  quoties  rumoribus  ulcif- 
Baltea*?”  Juv.  Sat.  ix.  1.  109. 


IN  the  Magazine  for  November 
(p.  1019),  William  Firth, 
efq.  3 magittrate  of  ICorwich,  and 
one  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of 
that  city,  cenfures  my  friend  Neild 
with  a degree  of  feverity,  in  my 
opinion,  equally  unmerited  and  un- 
bQCoraing,  on  account  of  his  hiftory 
of  the  fiate  of  the  Workhoufe,  in- 
ferted  in  the  Magazine  for  Oftober 
(p.  891) ; to  which  the  prefent  letter 
forrns  a fequed. 

This  gentlernaii  having,  prefixed 
to  his  performance  a quotation  from 
Juvenal  appropriate  to  a prominent 
fnbjedt  of  difeuflion,  I have  adopted 
the  fame.  The  Poet  here  fatirizes 
foine  of  the  moft  indelicate  and 
atrocious  vices  of  the  wealthy  P^o- 
mans,  and  adverts  to  the  fcandalous 
reports  circulated  by  their  dorneilics 
and  Haves,  in  coufequence  of  the 
punilhments  which  thefe  irafcible 
mafters  perfonally  inflided  by  means 
of  the  BALTEA,  a ftrap  or  belt  made 
of  leather  f j and  which  it  was 
very  natural  to  infer  mutt  liave  ex- 
cited difeontent,  and  probably  have 
irritated  the  l]dves  to  revenge  their 
punidiments,  by  expofing  the  vices 

of  their  mafters,  againft  whom 


* (At  any  public  houfej  will  be  heard 
what  the  ftewaid,  the  mafter  cooks,  and 
parvers,  have  together  invented  ; for  what 
crime  do  they  hpfitate  to  frame  againft 
their  mafters  } Hqw  often  are  /traps  re- 
venged by  rumours  ! 

4 “ Iclus  a dominis  iratis  ftbi  mfli6los 
loris,  feu  balteis,  id  eft,  cmgulis  e corio, 
quibus  pendentes  geruntur  gladii.” 

In  uf.  Delph. 

Gen’jt.  Mag.  Supplement  1805. 


they  cruld  not  hope  to  obtain 
legal  redrefs.  But  in  no  juft  point 
of  view  whatever  can  the  fe- 
verity of  the  Romans  to  their  Haves 
afford  any  extennaiion  of  the  neg- 
led  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  at 
Norwich,  and  ftili  iefs  for  the  fe- 
verity exercifed  upon  the  youth 
Rayner  (Gent.  Mag  p,  891).  Had 
this  gentleman  peruied  the  whole 
Satire  of  the  Poet,  he  would  have 
found  an  effedual  method  of  pre- 
venting reports  inimical  to  guar- 
dians, mafters,  or  magiftratesj  for 
he  obferves,  although  the  tongue 
be  the  worft  part  of  a fervant 
T'  lingua  mali  pars  peftima  fend”), 
that 

“ Vivendum  reffe,  cum  propter  plurima, 
' tiim  his  [rum 

it  Preecipue  caufis,  ut  linguas  mancipio- 
“ Contemnas  — 

And  had  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
of  Norwich  attended  to  the  advice 
of  Juvenal,  the  report  of  the  mif- 
management  of  their  Poor-houfe 
would  not  have  been  made,  as  the 
caufe  would  not  have  exifted ; f®r, 
whetlier  the  baltea  or  pot-hooks  be 
applied,  the  reports  might  be  as 
unfavourable  to  the  Guardians  of 
the  Poor  as  to  the  mafters  of  Haves  ; 
but  it  may  be  charitably  prefamed, 
fliaraefully  as  the  Workhoufe  was 
negleGed,  that  every  Guardian  was 
not  equally  negligent  as  tins  Ma- 
gi ftrate  appears  to  have  been  from 
his  own  confeliion  j for,  he  declares 
that  he  had  not  feen  the  log  and  tiie 
pot-hooks  till  a month  after  Neild 
had  proved  their  exift:ence^  and 
then  for  the  JirJi  time,  which  wt>s 
probably  the  only  time  he  ever  en- 
tered this  feat  of  mifery  and  mor- 
tality ! Tlie  windows  of  it  were 

X One  ftiould  live  rightly  on  many 
accounts,  and  efpecially  fo  for  thefe 
caufes,  that  the  tongues  (flanders)  of 
Haves  may  be  conteraned  (difregarded). 

cloledj 
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cloled,  and  the  light  fo  obftrudled 
by  thick  curtains  of  cobwebs,  that 
it  was  well  he  could  even  once  lee 
thele  i'nhraffients  of  ponilhment  in 
this  lioufe  of  induftry  for  fpiders. 
After  viewing  thefe  inftruments, 
dike  one  of  the  carptores  and  archi- 
wagiri  inlroduced  from  Juvenal, 
he  relledts  upon  Neiid  for  millead- 
ing  the  reader  as  to  the  fpecific 
weight  of  the  log  and  chain  5 but, 
if  the  relative  weight  of  thefe  be 
diminithed  in  the  calculation,  that 
of  the  pot-hooks  round  the  neck 
inuft  be  necelfarily  increafed,  which 
I lliould  imagine  would  really 
prove  an  aggravation  of  the  punifh- 
ment.  Here  it  may  be  proper  to 
notice  a charge  againft  Neiid,  of 
the  fitggejlio  falji  and  fupprejjto 
I'eri ; but  the  very  accufer,  at  the 
time  that  he  d.etra6ts  from  the 
weight  of  the  log  and  chain,  with 
the  artful  fupprtpfjlo  veri,  totally 
omits  to  notice  the  iron  pot-hooks 
fecured  to  the  neck  by  a padlock 
projecting  three  inches,  worn  all 
day  to  promote  labour,  and  ail  night 
to  nrocure 

i 

“ Tir’d  Nature’s  fweet  reflorcr,  balmy 
I deep.” 

But  that  the  weight  of  the  former 
was  really  of  ferious  conlideration 
in  the  view  of  the  keeper  was  evi- 
dent ; for  the  log  and  chain  were 
removed  during  the  hours  of  labour, 
to  enable  the  poor  boy  to  exercife 
his  work  3 and  yet  the  Magidrate, 
who  a Humes  the  cbaraCfer  of  a 
Guardian  of  the  Poor,  infults  the 
feelings  of  humanity  with  an  alfer- 
tion,  that  thefe  inftruments  of  pu- 

• — ■ - . ■ - --  ■ - ■ 


nifhment  afforded  Rayner  sport 
AND  DELIGHT  *,  in  treating  his 
comrades  with  a ride  on  the  log, 
wdiom  he  dragged  about  the  court. 
If  this  be  not  the  fuggej^io  falji,  the 
daily  labour  infliHed  oh  the  youth 
mutt  have  been  more  infupportable 
than  the  delightful”  exercife  of 
treating  them  with  a ride  on  the 
log,  faftened  by  a chain  a little 
above  the  ancle  ! I doubt,  indeed, 
whether  any  Guardian  of  the  Poor 
in  Norwich  is  athletic  enough  to 
perform  the  lame  gyranaftic  exer- 
cifes.  Were  the  Magiftrate  to  wear 
thefe  delightful  playthings  one  day 
and  night  only,  he  would  not  forget 
them  as  long  as  he  exifts.  If  the 
fad  be  really  as  dated  by  him,  it 
was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  Rayner 
would  complain  of  his  leg,  and  pull 
down  his  Hocking,  to  convince 
Neiid,  and  the  Chief  Magiftrate  of 
Norwich,  who  was  prefent,  of  the 
forenefs  thereby  induced.  The  lat- 
ter, being  a lurgeon  inferior  in 
character  to  none  in  Europe,  could 
not  be  deceived  3 and  when  he  re- 
turned home,  and  introduced  Neiid 
to  his  company,  before  whom  the 
depodtions  as  collected  in  the  Work- 
houfe  (and  previoully  read  before 
the  Miftrefs  of  it)  were  laid,  it 
happened  that  one  of  the  party, 
whole  feelings  of  humanity  were 
judly  exited  by  the  recital  of  mifery, 
and  a view  of  the  inllruments  of 
puniflmient,  which  were  then  pro- 
duced, exclaimed,  Surely,  an 
Angel  from  Heaven  lent  Mr.  Neiid 
hither  !”  This  was  no  ha  thus  of 
mine,  for  I never  law  Norwich  3 


* This  reminds  me  of  the  turnkey  of  Wakefield,  who  fhewed  Neiid  a pair  of  irons 
50  pounds  weight,  which  he  had  put  on  a refraftory  piifoner  for  a week,  by  way  of 
punifhment;  hut  he  faid,  that  the  man  regarded  them  fo  little,  that  he  cculd  run  a 
race  and  dance  a jig  with  them.  I have  received  an  anonymous  but  i olue  letter  from 
Norwich,  dated  Nov.  2(),  in  which  the  writer  obferves,  that  the  inAruments  ufed  in 
that  workhoufe  were  merely  for  fliame,  not  punifhment.  I have  heard  of  party- 
coloured  coats,  or  a fool  s cap  3 but  never  before  an  incumbrance  of  22  pounds 
Allowing  it  for  fhame,  where  was  the  ufe  of  it  at  night  and  all  Sunday,  when  he  was 
locked  up  alone  ? There  could  be  no  fihame  where  there  was  no  fpeCtator 

James  Pettit  Andrews,  in  his  “Anecdotes”  (p.  178),  obferves  that,  when  a hoy, 
he  was  charmed  with  the  tricks  which  an  itinerant  rat-catcher  had  taught  to  1 beau- 
tiful white  ferret.  “ But  what  mean  thofc  bloody  marks  round  his  mou'th^”  “ Why 
“ that  is  where  I fows  up  his  chaps,  that  he  ma’ant  bite  the  rabbits  in  their  berrvsV' 
“ How  can  you  be  fo  barbarous  to  fo  tarrie  and  fo  lov'ely  an  animaP”  “Laud 
Mafter,  a’  likes  it.  A’  will  hold  up  his  chaps  to  be  fewed!”  ' ’ 


nor 
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nor  of  the  miferable  Paupers,  1 know  there  is  no  mufic  to  your  ears 
though  their  gratitude  ought  to  in-  ^opi^'^ifingasthegroansofmeninprifon ; 
duce  them  to  reverberate  it  throuoh  of  widows,  and  the 


the  noifome  chambers  of  a mifma- 
naged  Workhoufe.  That  the  boy 
Rayner,  when  examined  four  days 
afterwards  by  the  phyficians,  miffht 
be  in  health,  is  probable,  for  liis 
health  never  was  doubted  5 and 
that  the  atfe6lion  of  the  leg  might 
then  have  difappeared  is  not  im- 
probable, without  the  leaf:  impeach- 
ment of  Neild's  veracity,  or  of  the 
judgment  of  the  Chief  Magiftrate, 
as  bodily  health  would  conduce 
looner  to  reftore  local  injury. 

With  refpedt  to  any  miftatement 
of  the  propofed  duration  of  the 
punifhment  inflided  on  Rayner, 
it  tends  no  way  to  letfen  the  nature 
of  it,  or  the  impropriety  of  its  ex- 
ifting  a fingle  day.  The  boy  de- 
clared before  the  Miftrefs  of  the 
houfe  and  the  Chief  Magiftrate  of 
Norwich,  that  he  had  been  in  that 
Hate  of  punilhment  for  threeweeks, 
and  that  it  was  to  continue  for  fix 
months^  and  this  was  not  contra- 
di61;ed  by  any  perfon  prefent^  which 
certainly  induced  Neild  to  give  cre- 
dit to  this  uncontradidted  relation. 
The  apology  made  by  W.  Firth  for 
this  continued  feverity  was  the  in- 
corrigibility of  the  youth  3 but  how 
could  reformation  be  expedted  by 
punifhment,  whilfl  no  proper  atten- 
tion had  been  previoufly  paid  to  his 
morals  ? 

As  to  the  inlinuation  of  vanity 
of  Neild  in  affuming  to  emulate 
Howard*}  let  it  be  obferved,  that, 
whilfl  little  minds  can  neither  emu- 
late nor  juflly  edimate  great  cha- 
radlers,  were  Firth  ^d  every  other 
Magiflrate  in  the  kingdom  infedled 
with  fuch  a fpeciesof  vanity,  happv 
would  it  be  for  the  PrifoneP}  and 
then  indeed  the  reflexions  of  Maf- 
hnger  never  would  be  applicable : 


* “ I do  not  prefume  to  tread,  pajfihus 
‘‘  eequis,  with  the  good  and  great  Howard, 
who  has  preceded  rhe  in  the  infpedlion 
of  pritons.g  Neild’s  Account  of  the 
Society  for  the  Difcharge  and  Relief  of 
debtors,  &c.  Load.  1802^  p.  296, 


cries 

Of  famifh’d  orphans,  are  the  feafts  that 
take  you.” 

Falfe  Dowry,  Sp.  of  Charalois- 
For,  befides  his  frequent  vihts  to 
many  prilbns  in  and  about  the  Me- 
tiopolis,  my  friend,  in  the  compafs 
of  this  year,  has  infpeaed  thofe  of 
Kingfton,  Guilford,  St.  Alban’s, 
Hertford,  Aylefbury,  Newport, 
Cambridge,  Saffron  Walden,  Ely, 
Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  Thetford,  Bo- 
tefley,  Swaffham,  Lynn,  Walfing- 
ham,  Ayliham,  Norwich,  Wymond- 
bam,  Yarmouth,  Beccles,  Wood- 
bridge,  Oxford,  Aldborough,  Ipf- 
wicb,  Colcheiler,  Chelmsford, 
Northampton,  Kettering,  Leicefier, 
Oakham,  Nottingham,  Southwell, 
Lenton,  Derby,  Aihbourne,  Chefter  * 
field,  Wickfworlh,  iKlefwell,  Alac- 
clesheld,  Manchefter,  Liverpool, 
Prefton,  Lancafter,  Chefter,  Nant- 
wich,  Stafford,  Birmingham,  Co- 
ventry, Halifax,  and  Bradford  } be- 
ftdes  many  minor  Prifons,  Infirn^a- 
ries,  Hofpitals,  and  Workhoufes. 
Many  of  the  places  above  mentioned 
contained  two,  others  three  prifons 
in  them. 

Can  any  confiderate  being  ima- 
gine for  a fingle  moment  that  the 
journeys  to  comprife  thefe  and  fimi- 
lar  vifits,  made  with  fuch  a facriiice 
of  health  and  fortune  during  the 
fpace  of  thirty -jive  years,  folely  at 
his  own  expence — I fay,  can  it  be 
conceived  that  they  were  under- 
taken with  any  other  motives  than, 
thofe  of  benevolence  and  humanity  ? 

Truly  liberal  is  the  inference 
which  the  late  Shentione  has  re- 
corded, that  the  man  who  irni- 
tates  a great  charaHer  merits^ 
approbation,  in  proportion  to 
the  nearnefs  he  approaches  or 
emulates  that  character.”  If  any 
expreffion  in  my  Letters  infers  4 
fimilarity  of  Neild  to  Howard, 
it  is  folely  niy  As  he  is  fre- 

quently abfent  in  exploring  the 
dungeons  of  mifery,  it  is  rarely  that 
he  fees  my  MSS.  previoufly  to  their 
going  to  prefs}  but, in  every  in- 

ftan«c 
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fiance  in  which  he  has  had  fuch  an 
opportunity,  he  has  invariably  erafed 
every  lentence  the  mod  diftantly 
intimating  Idch  a limilaiity  3 ever 
avowing 

Gtui  genus  humanum  ingenio  fuperavit, 
et  omnes 

“ Preftinxit  ftellas  exortus  uti  aetherlus 
Sol*’.”  Lucu.  iii.  1056. 

To  fafpeft  a meannels  in  another 
without  a caufe,  infers  that  the 
fufpicious  peiTon  is  himfelf- prone 
to  the  fame  failing  3 this  may  ac- 
count tor  the  breach  ot  decency 
and  common  politenefs,  in  one 
Magiftrate  charging  another,  whom 
he  does  not  know,  “ with  hiding 
himfelf  from  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Fellowes,  another  Magiltrate,”  as 
if  the  condudl  or  cha'.'acter  of  Neild 
required  a veil  ! But,  when  the 
whole  fabts  are  kno^v^,  his  charac- 
ter will  not  be  tullied,  however  that 
of  his  acculer  may  3 for,  in  the  words 
of  Shaklpeare, 

“ Mark,  now,  how  plain  a tale  will 
put  you  down.” 

As  a decifive  refutation  of  this 
iniinuation  may  be  given,  by 
merely  tranfcrioing  here  the  notes 
taken  down  by  Neild  upon  the 
occafon  : 

“ Went  early  in  the  morning  to  vifit 
the  gaol  (Norwich  Caftle)  : the  morn- 
ing was  rainy,  and  I lat  down  to  write 
in  the  Keeper’.'’'  room  3 by  this  1 came 
to  know  that  the  fewer  was  under  the 
window  3 for  the  fmell  became  lb  of- 
fenfive,  that  I requelled  he  would  in- 
dulge me  with  another  room  5 he  faid 
it  was  always  fo  when  it  rained  or  por- 
tended rain,  and  that  the  Magiftrates 
on  thole  occalions  cordd  not  do  huli- 
nefs  in  their  own  room  it  was  lo  r)tlen- 
five.  Whim  I was  tranferibing  mv 
remarks  in  the  room  the  Keeper  lhe\\ed 
rne  into,  he  came  and  told  me,  tliat 
Mr.  Fellowes  was  coming  up  the  hi!!, 
he  imagined  to  the  PriloH,  and  alked 
if  I wiflied  to  lee  him  3 1 replied. 

Not  without  Mr  Fellowes  enquired 
after  me,  or  delired  to  fee  me.”  I be- 
lieve Mr.  Fellowes  did  not  go  into  any 

* “ His  genius  quite  oblcur’d  the 
brighteft  ray  [beams, 

“ Of  human  thought,  as  Sol’s  effulgent 

At  morn's  approach,  extmguhh  all  the 
ftars.”  lb  V/vxNc. 


part  of  the  prifonf,  for  the  gaoler  foon. 
alter  came,  and  faid,  he  was  gone, 
and  had  not  faid  anv  thing  about  me. 
When  I had  nearly  done  tranferibing 
mv  notes,  I went  to  the  Gaoler’s  par- 
lour, and  read  difiinclly  over  to  him 
and  his  wife  what  1 had  written,  re- 
queuing their  particular  attention  to 
wiiat  1 was  reading,  and  to  correbt 
me  if  there  was  any  error.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  I made  a little  addi- 
tion to  mv  remarks,  after  wiiich  I at- 
tended Divine  Service,  when  all  the 
]tri (oners  were  very  attentive  to  a mofl 
pathetic  and  appropriate  difeourfe. 
The  next  morning  I left  Norwich',  and 
|)roceetlcd  on  my  journey.” 

If  Firth  had  beendelirous  of  fee- 
ing Neild,  he  might  have  found 
him  engaged  in  Divine  Service 
■with  the  prifoners  3 he  may,  per- 
il ips,  plead  in  excufe,  that  he  had 
yet  to  learn  the  way  to  the  Cha- 
pel ! If  Firth  ;{;  haci  really  ever  vi- 
lited  the  prifon,  he  mull  have 
known,  what  was  notorious  to 
everv  Magillrate,  that  the  Gaoler’s 
parlour  was  intolerably  offenlive 
in  wet  weather  from  the  fewer  § 3 
and  if  he  did  know  this,  his  affer- 
tion  of  Neild’s  hiding  himfelf  from 
any  individual  has  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  falfehood,  than  mere 
iniinuation.  If  he  never  had  vi- 
fited  the  prifon,  and  had  learnt  that 
Neild  had  not  only  done  fo,  but 
likewife  had  joined  the  prifoners  in 
religious  exercifes  5 it  well  explains 
his  HAPPY  FEELINGS,  ou  Nelld’s 

departure  from  a place,  where  the 
humility  and  lullre  of  my  friend’s 
condubl  threw  fuch  a fiiade  on 
that  of  the  Magillrate  of  Norwich, 
who  has  himfelf  publilhed  that  he  ne  - 
ver  vilited  the  Workhoufe  but  once  1 

In  refpcbl  to  tlie  Gaol,  he  en- 
tered his  obfervations  in  the  book 
appropriated  to  Vi h ting  Magillrates 
to  enter  their  remarks. 


f It  appc  '.rs  ilnce,  that  this  truly  icr 
fpeclable  Magiftratc  paffed  the  outer  gate, 
■but  did  not  enter  the  prifon. 

:J;  If  I have  not  applied  any  compli- 
mentary title,  here  or  elfewhcre,  it  ia.not 
from  any  difrefpedt  to  this  Magiltrate. 

§ One  good  effeci  has  already  vefalted 
from  Ncild’s  vitii,  far  this  naufeous 
fev.'cr  has  been  Tince  comnletcly  repaired. 
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1 805-]  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Twenty-fmh  Letter  on  Prifons.  1189 


Being  hlmfclf  a Magiftrate  for 
two  Counties,  a City  and  Liberty  j 
and  having  for  35  years  vilited  va- 
rious Prifons  abroad,  and  in  the 
Britifh  Empire ; and  fcarcely  in 
that  period,  and  particularly  iince 
1772,  paffing  a week  without  vi- 
fiting  fonie  Prifon  or  other  j he 
thought  he  might  enter  his  opinions 
freely,  though  they  might  differ 
from  the  worthy  Magiflrates  who 
preceded  him. 

The  laft  charge  againflNeild  feems 
to  involve  an  a6f  of  falfehood  in  him, 
or  in  his  accufer,  v/ho  afferts,  that 
the  former  knew  that  a new  com- 
modious Workhoufe  was  ere6led 
for  the  poor,  at  the  time  he  vifited 
and  defcribed  the  old  Workhoufe. 
To  afcertain  the  truth  of  this  aifer- 
tion,  I applied  to  Neild  for  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  notes,  which  I was  per- 
fuaded  he  had  taken  on  this  as  on 
every  fimilar  occafion  5 and  from 
them  I colledt  the  following  rela- 
tion : 

Arrived  at  Norwich  on  Wednefday, 
September  4,  1805.  In  the  afternoon 
waited  upon  the  Mayor,  who  accom- 
panied me  during  the  whole  of  my 
Itay  at  the  workhoufe,  and  very  oblig- 
ingly permitted  me  to  put  the  Yoke, 
&c.  wmrn  by  Ravner,  into  his  car- 
riage, that  a drawing  might  be  made 
of  it.  The  notes  made  of  the  Work- 
houfe  were  tranfcribed  at  the  Chief 
Magiftrate’s  houfe,  and  communicated 
to  him  that  evening.  Tire  drawing  of 
the  Yoke,  &c.  w'as  made  on  Thnrf- 
day ; and  on  this  day  paid  my  firft  vifit 
to  the  Cafile,  City  Gaol,  and  Bride- 
well ; Friday  morning  vifited  the  Caftle 
again,  then  went  to  Wymondham, 
and  reinrned  to  Norwich  on  Satnrdav, 
ant!  vifited  on  this  day  the  Caftle,  Citv 
Gaol,  Bridewell,  and  thp  New  Work- 
houfe ; which  I think  was  the  firft  time 
it  was  mentioned  to  me;  afiproved  the 
buddintj,  bat  imagined  that  it  would 
not  be  readv  for  the  admlffton  of  pau- 
pers for  a long  time  ; and  that  the  mif- 
management  in  the  Old  Workhoufe 
was  nccelfarv  {(t  be  knoivn,  to  be  guarded 
a;jaiafl  in  t!ie  new." 

Even  Firth  himfelf  has  the  can- 
dour to  acknowledge,  tliat  after 
Neild  faw  the  New  Workhoufe, 
he  exprcBed  his  approbation  of 


the  building,  &c.”  This  indeed  Is 
the  genuine  charafter  of  Neild,  to 
approve  where  he  can,  and  to  point 
out  faults  for  the  purpofe  of  refor- 
mation. But  what  will  avail  a 
New  AVorkhoufe,  if  the  Tame 
mifmanagement  is  purfued  ? Be- 
caule  the  other  was  old,  is  that  a 
lufficient  reafon  for  filth,  difeafe, 
and  the  negledt  of  morals  and 
education  ? 

After  witneffing  the  unkind  In- 
finuations  againli  the  benevolent 
Neild,  I could  not  expedt  to  efcapc 
the  difpleaflire  of  the  Cenfurid  ; 
but  he  is  certainly  miftaken  in 
thinking,  that  the  obfervations  re- 
fpedting  the  Small  Pox  were  urged 
finiftroufly,  with  a view  (by  a 
kind  of  fide  wind)  of  difcouraging 
Variolous  Inoculation.”  On  the 
contrary,  they  were  defignedly  and 
openly  avowed,  to  induce  parents, 
who  regard  the  w'elfare  of  their 
offspring,  to  adopt  Vaccination,  as 
the  only  fecurity  again  ft  the  Small 
Pox  peftilence,  which  in  London 
alone  has  killed  during  the  laft  tv/o 
weeks  one  infant  in  about  every 
140  minutes,  or  222  in  14  days! 
verifying  the  , words  of  Virgil. 

Noftes  atque  dies  patet  atri  janua 
Litis _/En.  V.  127. 

I confefs  that  I do  not  poffefs 
that  apathy  refpedting  my  fellow- 
creatures,  as  to  witnefs  with  cold 
indifference  the  annual  facrifice 
of  50,000  Britifh  European  fub-> 
jed's ; w^ell  convinced  at  the  fame 
time,  that  every  individual  of  them 
migtit  have  been  faved  by  the  me- 
dium of  Vaccination,  without  rilL 
of  life,  or  blemifti  of  conftitution. 

The  charges  of  “ youthful 
friendihip,  and  youthful  fancy,” 
are  certainly  inapplicable,  unlefs 
by  the  firii  is  inferred  the  viri- 
dilque  fenedus”  of  Virgilf,  and 
by  the  fecond  the  Habeo  fenec- 
“ tuti  maguam  gratia m,  quae  mi|u 
fermonis  aviditatem  auxit.”  of 


* “ The  gates  of  Death  arc  open  night 

and  d.'iv.” 

✓ 

4 -Yet  in  his  years  are  feen, 

A manly  vigour,  and  autumnal  ^.een, 

Tuily 


1x90  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Tiwenty-fixth  Letter  on  Frifons,  [Supp. 


Tally j and  as  to  the  crime  of  ar- 
dour and  enthuliafm  of  friendlhip; 
although  1 cannot  claim  a counter- 
part of  tho  friendlhips  of  antiquity, 
or  have  ever  exchanged  fhields  like 
Glaucus  and  Diomede,  I fhelter 
myfelf  under  the  decilion  of  Frede- 
rick the  Great : 

O divine  Amitie,  felicite,  parfaite, 

Seui  mouvement  de  Tame  oil  I’exces 
foil  permisf  1”  ^ 

I trull  that  the  candid  reader  will 
not  only  perufe  with  pleafure  the 
complete  refutation  of  the  charges 
exhibited  by  Firth,  but  add  their 
fuffrages  of  applaufe  to  the  charac- 
ter of  my  injured  friend*.  After 
devoting  35  years  in  viliting  the 
moll  miferable  of  human  beings  j 
after  exploring  dungeons  in  the 
highell  degree  dangerous  to  health, 
and  liberating  thoufands  of  incar- 
cerated fellow-creatures ; after  lay- 
ing down  plans  of  improvement,  as 
they  refpeft  the  fecurity,  health, 
and  morals,  of  the  prifonerj  after 
the  moll  humane  exertions  to  regu- 
late the  fyllems  of  Bridewells  and 
Workhoufes,  the  fources  of  a thou- 
fand  future  evils  ; this  Brother  Ma- 
gillrate  rejoices  in  the  happy  de^ 
parture"  of  Neild  from  Norwich  X j 
like  Felix,  who,  when  he  felt  the 


force  of  unexpedied  truths,  ex- 
claimed, Go  thy  ivayG  to  Paulj 
and,  like  Felix,  he  ought  to  them- 
BLE  whilfl  he  indulges  in  the 
threat  of  a criminal  prqfecution , 
under  the  exploded  dodhrine  that 
the  greater  the  truth,  the  greater 
the  libel  j but,  like  Dante  in  his 
Inferno, 

Or  vedi 

“ S’Anime  di  calor  cui  venfe  Tira 
E anche  io  § !” 

Never  will  my  friend  be  intimi- 
dated, whim  under  the  guidance  of 
a fublime  fpirit,  nor  be  deterred 
from  perlevering  in  the  god-like 
purluits  ot  lelfening  the  miferies, 
and  promoting  the  comforts,  of 
human  cxillencej  and  may  the  ac- 
culing  Magillrate,  in  recalling  to  i 
calm  confuleration  the  retiedtions  he 
has  publicly  urged  againll  one  of  the 
moll  uleful  and  diflinguimed  cha-  . 
raders  now  exilling,  pay  the  moll 
confcientioiis  regard, 

“ Sempre  a quel  ver,  ch’  ha  faccia  di 
menzogna  [puote ; 

‘‘  De’  luom  cbinder  le  lubbra  q'aant’  ei . 

“ Pero  che  fenza  colpa  fa  vergognajl.” 

Dante,  Inf.  c.  xvi.  1.  124. 

is  the  hope  of  J.  C.  Lettsom, 

P.  S.  The  letter  figned  John  Gur- 
ney,  p.  1124,  will  be  noticed  in  the 
next  Letter  on  Prifons. 


» I am  much  indebted  to  old  age,  which  has  increaled  my  eagerneis  for  converfation. 
f “ Oh  divine  friendfhip,  perfeaion  of  felicity  ! Thine  are  the  only  emotions  of 
the  foul  in  which  excefs  is  good!”  King  of  PruHia’s  Letters. 

+ How  amiable  a contraft  is  afforded  by  my  friend  Neild,  who  in  a letter  to  me 
whilft  confined  in  a fick  chamber,  obferves,  “ Not  a fingle  day  pafled  from  my  en- 
trance into  Norwich,  on  Wednefday,  September  4,  to  my  departure  on  Monday 
morning  the  Qth,  without  vifiting  fome  of  the  Norwich  Magiftrates  ; and  every  even- 
ing was  likewife  fpent  amongft  them,  except  on  the  night  I flept  at  Wymondham  ; • 
and  though  I mentioned  that  I had  procured  a drawing  of  the  iron  collar,  padlock,  '■ 
chain,  and  log,  for  the  expiefs  purpafe  of  publication,  yet  no  one  difapproved  of  it  5 
on  the  contrary,  it  feemed  to  meet  with  general  approbation  ; and  no  doubt  was  enter- 
tained but  that  it  would  have  a better  effba  in  coming  from  a ftranger.  Under  thefe 
impreflions  I left  Norwich,  a city  which  I fliall  ever  remember  with  refpea  and  ‘^ra-  i 
titude,  for  the  great  attention  with  which  the  Magiftrates  were  pleafed  to  honour^my 
remarks,  and  for  the  civilities  and  politenefs  I pcrlonally  received  from  many  virtuous 
and  philanthropic  charadlers.” 

§ “ ^ Now  feeft  thou 

The  fouls  of  thofe  whom  anger  overcome.” 

II  “ Ever  to  that  truth. 

Which  but  the  fcrnblance  of  a falfehood  wears, 

A man  if  poflible  ftiould  bar  his  lip, 

Since,  without  fault,  fhame  on  himfelf  he  brings.”-  Cary. 

— , 

^letiOLl  Son,  Frinkn,  Rtd  Lion  iTaUagey  tlut  London. 
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LETTER  XXVII.  ON  prisoKS. 

Mr.  Urban,  ^anih-ook  Court, 

January  24, 


great  works  in 


It  is  pleafant  to  fee 
“ theirfeminal  ftate,  pregnant  with  latent 
poffibilities  of  excellence*.” 

HE  more  attentive- 


ly  I conlider  the 
rj.  communications  of 

Neild,  the  more 
^ highly  do  I eftimate 

their  utility.  They 
not  only  exhibit  the  iitc  and  Inter- 
nal ftrudlure  and  management  of 
prifons,  but  likewife  tlie  means  of 
augmenting  their  advantages,  and 
of  obviating  their  inconveniences  ^ 
they  enable  the  magiflrate  and  the 
manager  to  promote  objedls  of  uti- 
,lity  the  mo|t  eahly  attainable,  and 
elicit  plans  of  reformation  the  molt 
beneficial  3 they  contain  lefTons  of 
inftrudtion  tq  all  ranks  of  the  com- 
munity, and  convey  an  invaluable 
legacy  to  poflerityf. 

, In, the  fubfequent  hiflories  of  the 
prifons  of  Morpeth,  and  Newcaftle, 
little  of  novelty  is  prefented,  except 
that  at  the  latter  a court  corapofed 
of  tlje  prifoners  Is  held,  that  takes 
cognizance  of  any  miibehaviour 
among  tkemfelves ; which,  pro- 
bably, tends  to  promote  order  and 
^prevent  immorality  j and,  by  exer- 
cifing  the  mind  in  ufeijul  dnvefliga- 
.tion,  and  the  judgment  in  adits  of 
jurifprudence,  ,Vice  mgy  be  feen  in 
its  own  repuliive  deformity,  and 
^Virtue  in  its  attraddive  graces  5 for 

• Jehnfon’s  Poets,  vol.  p.  176. 
f I may  now  add,  that  in  order  to  ren- 
der'thefePxTon  Letters  moreufeful  to  the 
community,  there  will  foon  appear  a Ut- 
ter on  the  means  of  prometipg  the  fecu- 
health,  and  morals  of  prifoners. 


wheu  it  is  prefent  men  take  ex- 
ample  of  it,  and  when  it  is  gone 
‘"  'they  defire  it  f.” 

The  contemplation  of  great  and 
ufcful  events  from  little  caufes  § 
is  always  gratifying.  The  firfl 
produdions  of  Neild  fcarcely  ex- 
cited attention,  for  certainly  they 
were  not  luminous ; they*  did  npt 
blaze  and  dazzle  the  fight,  but  they 
poffefred  the  Ready  warmth  of  em- 
bers, whofe  latent  Iieat  is  diffufive 
and  permanent : if  Jm  did  not  de- 
light the  eye;  he  pierced  the 'heart, 
and  gradually  convinced  the  under- 
fianding,  and  gave  fervency  to  the 
mind.  In  no  place  to  which  he 
has  extended  his  vifits,  has  more 
good  refulted  in  a Ihort  fpace  of 
time  than  in  Norwich.  The  ma- 
giiirates  can  now  affemble  in  the 
parlour  of  the  gaol  wdthout  danger 
of  luftocation,  in  confequence  of 
the  fewer  having  been  repaired ; 
and  the  fevere  puiiifhmeqts  intro- 
duced in  the  wqrkhoufe  have  been 
generally  reprobated,  and  totally 
abolifhedj  yet,  here  has  ingrati- 
tude attempted, to  cancel  obligation, 
as  if  to  fee  “ the  higheft  raiiids  le- 
“ vel-led  with  the  meanell,  might 
produce  fome  folace  .to  the  con- 


X Wifdom,  iv.  2, 

§ Monf.  Richer  wrote  a voIumc  of 
great  events  frora  little  ca,pfes.  See  like- 
wife Turner’s  Providence,  and  Wanley'$ 
Wonders  of  the  little  World,  or  4000 
Stories  of  Man.  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren 
ufed  to  tell  his  friends  with  great  pleafure, 
‘‘  That  whiht  he  was  building  St.  Paul’s, 
,^‘;he  told  one ‘of  the  workmeri  to  bring 
him  a pl<?ce  of  ftone  for  fome  nurppfe 
/‘.brother.*  The  workman  brougnt  him, 
an  old  grave-ftohe,  on  which'  was  in- 
/‘ feribed  / Resurgam arid  that  .iic 
/‘  accepted  it  as  a lucky  omen.” 

’ ■ ' feioufneff 
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Icioufnefs  of  weaknefs,  and  fome 
mortilication  to  the  pride  of  wif- 
dom  : but,  let  it  be  remembered, 
" that  minds  are  not  levelled  in 
their  powers  but  when  they  are 
firft  levelled  in  their  defires 
Under  this  fentiraent,  however, 
I do  not  include  the  remarks  of 
John  Gurney  (Gent.  Mag.  for  De- 
cember 1 aft,  p.  1124),  a man  who 
is  incapable  ot  doing  a mean  adtion, 
and  whofe  motives  of  conduc?!:,  I 
■am  perfuaded,  alone  reluk  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  duty. 

He  has  communicated  his  re- 
marks on  Neild’s  narrative  refpedl- 
ing  the  workhoufe  of  Norwich, 
with  the  .aiipearance  of  ingenuity, 
and  his  -dUlent  with  tliat  of  can- 
dour : lie  introduces  hiinfelf,  how- 
ever, to  the  notice  of  the  publick 
in  a manner  neither  calculated  to 
liave  gained  a jufi:  information,  nor 
lienee  to  excite  convidtion  ; “ Hav- 
ing  qualified  rny^fef  to  give  the 
preeije  bijormatiu/i he  obferves, 
'*^^  on  the.charges  brought  by  [arnes 
Neild,  elq.  agauift  the  Guardians 
of  our  Poor,  in  rofpeG  to  the  old 
“■  workhoufe.”  Thefe  charges  of 
the  ftate  of  the  Poor  having  been 
made  and  publifiied  feveral  weeks 
prior  to  the  quaHjicatlou  alluded  to, 
it  prefumes  upon  giving  w hat  it  is 
impofiible  to  gwe,  preeij'e  informa- 
tion UjPon  what,  in  many  refpedts, 
only  previoufiy  exiPetl.  Every  per- 
ibn,  however,  who  eftimates  the 
•charadter  of  John  Gurney  with  the 
Mgh  refpedt  that  I think  it  an  ho- 
nour to  own  from  perfonal  ac- 
quaintance, mufi:  regret  that  he  had 
not  fooner  .qualified  himfelf  to^ex- 
amine  and  remove  the  evils  refult- 
ingfrom  parochial  mifmanagement  j 
tor,  Hoc  maxime  officii  ell  (apud 
Tullium)  ut  quifque  maxime 
opus  indigeat,  ita  ei  potiflimum 
^fnpitulari  f .”  To  have  thus  aided 
INcild,  would  not  have  derogated 
from  tlie  refpedtability  of  his  pri- 
vate ebaradter,  nor  the  venerable 

* Johnfoji’-e. Poets,  vol.  II.  p.  2|5. 

It,ii  atprincipal  point  of  duty  to  affift 
..another  imoft,  when  iland«  moft.  in 
tae,ed  of  afiTiftancc. 


phalanx  of  his  benevolent  connec- 
tions. Then,  as  Dante  remarks, 
might  they  have 

“ Guardar*i’un  I’autro,  come  alver  fi 
“quatat-”  Inferno,  c,  xvi.  7 8. 

As  John  Gurney’s  qualification 
mu  ft,  in  many  refpedfs,  have  hence 
been  derived  from  verbal  infor- 
mation, his  letter  wmuld  have  re- 
maine.d  unr.oticed  had  not  his  ami- 
able charadler  excited  a claim  to 
regard ; for  the  different  appear- 
ance of  the  wmrkhoufe  at  the  time 
he  vifited  it,  could  not  detradt  from 
the  evidence  of  what  Neild  really 
faw,  and  candidly  related  ; and  from 
v/hich  the  Mayor  of  Norwich,  the 
only  competent  perfon  to  determine 
the  faGs,  has  never  diftented.  I 
well  remember  the  obfervations 
made  to  me  bvHowuird  011  a Similar 
occalion  ^ that,  unlefs  he  entered 
unawares  into  fuch  receptacles  of 
diftrefs,  he  could  never  acquire 
accurate  information.”  Here  it 
would  be  too  tedious  to  relate  the 
whole  converfation  that  took  place 
between  him  and  the-  Minifter  de- 
puted from  the  Emprefs  of  Rutiia 
to  invite  him  to  court  j and  in  the 
mean  time,  to  give  orders  to  the 
keepers  of  the  prifons  to  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  him.  “I  did  not 
“ come  to  St.  Peterlburg,”  faid 
Howard,  to  vifit  courts,”  (he  did 
not  go  to  eoun)  but  prifons ; and 
“ if  the  keepers  are  previoufiy  in- 
formed  of  my  coming,  I ftiall  not 
acquire  the  information  I want.” 
If  the  diicriminatingeye  of  Howard 
could  not  depend  upon  what  might 
be  prefented,  were  the  knowledge 
of  his  vifits  anticipated  but  a fingle 
hour,  it  is  no  degradation  of  thcdia- 
raGer  of  John  Gurney  to  conclude 
that  he  could  not  be  enabled  to  give 
that  precz/d  information,  and  clear 
elucidation  which  he.prefumes  him- 
felf qualified  to  convey  5 however 
fair  his  teftimony  might  have  been, 
independently  of  the  bias  which 
might  determine  hk  opinion  of , the 
iConduG  of  his  own  town fmen,  and, 

J Looked  at  each  gather  as  men  ipolf 
'.when  triith  egmes  to  thciiear.  G 
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perhaps,  friendly  connedions.  Ne-  ‘ "3 

« T ^ I A y~^  ^ ^ ^ J I !•%  - _ 


verthelefs,  from  .the  reafon  1 have 
l)i-emifed,  I lliaii  follow  him  in  his 
remarks,  and  I trnft,  eftablilh  the 
accuracy  of  the  ftatemcnts  origin- 
■aJIy  made  by  my  benevolent  friend  ^ 
at  the  fame  time,  beinv  fully  ini- 
preffed  with  the  juft  camion  of 
Tally,  that  “Quantum  a rerum 
tuipitudine  abes,  tantdm  te  u ver- 
“ boruxn  libertate  fejungas 

1.  “ In  the  firft  floor  I vifited  there 


“ were  42;  beds  ; l-Q  cribs  far  fuigle  per^ 
(ons,  and  the  others  had  two  in 
each  bed,  there  being  74  in  this 
“ room.”  (Neild.) 

_ No  objcftion  is  dated  to  this  after- 
tlon  It  appears  to  liave  been  intro- 
(kiced  to  fliew  the  dimenfions  of  the 
room  ; its  amplitude  would,  in  feme 
degree,  tend  to  leflen  the  unhealthinefs 
and  fatality  that  had  been  too  pre\  alent 
among  the  poor  in  this  vvorkhotile. 

2.  “ At  the  entrance,  and  in  the 
room,  is  a moft  indecent  and  ofl'en- 
fomething  like  a vvaic.h- 
and  fo  much  out  of  re- 


“ five  privy^ 
‘Oman’s  box 


after  Neilds  departure  and  publication, 
-r  , windows  and  cafements 
(mail ; the  latter  all  broke  .;  the  win- 
dows  dirty,  and  aJmofi  covered  with 
“ cobwebs.”  (Neild.) 

. Tbe  incorreaneft  of  the  prefs  in  pcs 
nodical  publications,  is  to  be  regretted 
rather  tr  an  cenfured,  for  the  frequency 
o errors,  ,erj)ecially  iq  the  firft  paper 
o the  month,  which  is  the  laft  print- 
er, and  lometimes  within  48  hours 
of  completing  the  work  for  delivery. 
Un  forne  occafions,  when  the  flieet  has 
been  lent  for  corredion,  1 have  been 
nroleflionally  engaged,  and  Neild,  per- 
haps, m a diftaiu  dungeon,  which  af- 
ford an  apology  on  account  of  the 
incorrea  wording  of  the  palfage  above 
quoted ; for,  in  reverting  to  Neild’s 
rough  notes  before  they  were  copied 
lor  the  prefs,  this  fentence  is  really 
thus  exprefled  : “The  ^vindow  panes 
and  cafements  fraalj,  the  latter  ail 
Ihut;  the  windows  ahnoft  covered 
“ with  cobwebs;  the  air  .throughout 
-extremely  impure.”  But  of  what- 
ever number  or  fize  the  windows 
be  would  not  avail  any  thing,  the  ca”e 


“ pair,  and  fo  lituated,  that  the  lexes  ftmt,  and  the  air  rendered 

“ cannot  be  feparated  where  decjencv  extremely  impure. 

“ moft  requires  it.”  (Neild.)  " ,,  .^i»niey  allures  the  publick 


moft  requires  it. 
'This  privy,  at  the 


it.  U T cmuica  uic  pUDilCK 

. j,  --  entrance  of  the  he  himfelf  to  give  a cZear 

long  room,  was  fo  much  out  of  repair,  of  charges,  it  might  be  ex- 

I .u-  .1-^  c ^ . peeled  that  the  cobwebs  with  which 

the  windows  were  thick  hung,  would 
not  have  efcaped  his  attention  unlefs 

r?T  M removed  in  confequenoe 
ol  Neild’s  having  noticed  them.  Per- 
haps the  fpiders  were  defignedly  pro- 
te6ted  for  the  purpofe  of  catching  flies, 

no  II  !•  Q * 


and  the  door  of  it  fo  fituated,  that  it 
qpuld  not  with  decency  be  ufed  by 
either  lex.  This  uncovered  receptacle 
was  too  filthy  .for  defer! ption,  and 
hence,  for  the  fake  of  delicacy,  the 
epithet  p.f  ,offenJive  was  merely  ufed  ; 
but  it  was  offenfive  to  a very  great 
degree. 

S.  *‘The  paupers  ate,  drank,  and 
*■*  flepl  on  their  beds,  having  no  other 
room  to  live  in.”  (Neild.) 

This  is  admitted,  confequently  re- 
quires no  farther  remark. 

4.  The  floors,  from  their  filthy 
Hate,  could  not  have  been  fwept  for 
>*fa  long  time.”  (Neild.) 

John^Ourney  .delcribes  the  rooms  as 
having  been, whltewafhed,  afubjedl  ne- 
ver advened  to  by  Neild:  The  circum- 
liances  of  fweeping  and  walhing  mull 
have  been  merely' hear  fay,  or  fuble- 
.quent  report;  .for,  under. the  beds  were 
colledlions  of  .flue,  and  on  the  win- 
dows an  infinity  of  cobwebs.  Thefe 
;proceires  might  have  been  introduced 

* We  fhould  be  as  careful  of  our  words 
of  our  aaions ; and  as  far  from  fpcak- 
ai  from  doing  ill. 


as  a gentleman  told  me  his  coachman 
did  in  his  liable  windows,  to  catch  the 
flies  which  otherwile  were  extremely 
troublefome  to  his  high-mettled  horfes  ; 
m the  fame  manner  as  Heftor  St.  Johnf 
encouraged  hornets  to  build  their  nefts 
in  his  parlour,  which  he  thus  delcribes  ; 

In  the  middle  of  my  parlour  I 
“ have  a curious  republick  of  induf- 
trious  hornets ; their  neft  hangs  to 
the  cieling,  on  the  lame  twig  ora 
which  it  was  fo  admirably  built  and 
**  contrived  in  the  woods,  -its  removal 
did  not  difpleale  them,  for  they  find 
in  my  houfe  plenty  of  food,  and  I 
**  have  a hole. open  in  one  of  the  panes; 
“ of  the  window,  which  anfwers  all 
“ their  purppfes.  By  this  kind  ufage 

Letters  from  an  American  Farmer^ 
by  J.  Heaor  St.  John|  a Farmvr  in  Pen- 
fylvania,  p, 
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**  they  are  become  quite  harmlefs  j they 
“ live  on  the  tiles,  which  are  very 
**  tronblefome  to  us  throughout  the 
=•*  fummer  j they  are  conflaiitly  bu(y 
**  in  catching  them,  even  on  the  eye- 
litis  of  my  children.” 

Captain  Steelman  found  fiill  more 
important  atlvaintages  from  tlomenlcaied 
bees.  “.On  the  1,0th”  (May  177G), 
he  obfervesj  “ ].  was  yifiled  by  a neigh- 
“ hour! ng  gentleman,  whom  1 con- 
**  dueled  up  my  ladder  (which  led  in- 
to  his  chatnber)  ; but  he  had  no 
fooner  entered  my  aerial  dwelling 
**  when  he  lea{)ed  down  from  the  top 
to  the  ground,  roaring  like  a mad- 
**  man  wiilt  agony  and  pain  ; after 
**  w'hich  he  inltantly  plunged  his  head 
•*  into  the  river ; but  iookiiig  uj>  1 foon 
**  difeovered  the  .caufe  of  his  didrel^  to 
**  be  an  entrrmous  nefi  of  wild  bees  or 
}f'aj[J'ce-JVaJ)ce,  in  the  thatch,  di- 
reclly  above;  my  head,  as  I ilood 
/*  within  my  door  ; when  I iiume- 
dlately  took  to  mv  heels  as  he  had 
*>*  done,  and  ordered  them  to  be  de- 
-**  molifhed  by  my  Haves  without  de- 
“ lay.”  This,  however,  was  not  done, 
in  confequence  of  one  of  the  Haves  af- 
furing  him  that  they,  by  refidence  in 
ills  rooiii,  would  jrrove  harmlefs  to  the 
inhabitant^  to  prove  which  he  made 
the  Havebrh  enter  his  room  quite  na- 
ked, without  being  molehecl.  He  adds, 
“ 1 then  ventured  to  follow,  and  i de- 
dare,  upon  my  honour,  that  even 
after  fliaking  the  nell,  which  made 
the  inhabitants  buz  about  my  ears, 
**  not  a fingle  bee  attempted  to  fling 
me ! This  fwarm  of  bees  I fmee 
“kept  unhurt,  as  my  body  guards.” 
Prior  to  thefc  guards,  Captain  Sted- 
jnan,  who  received  frequent  prefents 
of  provifiens  from  the  amiable  Have 
Joanna,  whom  he  afterwards  married, 
could  not  keep  his  brother-officers  from 
depredations  upon  them. 

6.  There  was  a leaden  firrk  in  the 
“ room,  down  which  was  conftantly 
thrown  every  fp€cies;of  filth.”(Neild.) 
The  original  note  from  whence  the 
.jnanufqrlpt  for  the  prefs  was  copied, 
is  not  in,  but  near  the  room,  and  room 
In  the  next  line  is  omitted.  Neild 
thinks  that  it  is  juft  on  the  outfide  of 
the  door  5 but  John  Gurney,  from  his 
locality,  can  af^^ciin  its  exa6l  fite. 

7-  Every  Qther  room  was  equally 
hhhy  as  the  one  deferibed,  and  from 

^ * ' ' " ' *'  H'  * — " ' ■ - 

* Narrative  of  a five  years  expe^dition 
againft  '^he  revol^d  Negroes  of  Surinasnj 
vol.  U.  p,  ■ 


the  fame  caufe,  offenfive  privies. 

John  Gurney  afferts  that  there  are 
no  ere6hons  that  could  warrant  th§ 
name  of  privies.  Let  them  then  be 
.called  night-ftools  j and  what  advan- 
tage is  gained,  or  fa6l  altered?  Neild 
has  been  repeaiedlv  blamed  for  indeli- 
cacy ill  nling  the  terms  neceffaries, 
fewsrs,  tubs,  ; and  is  night-ftools 
leCs  indelicate?  If  he  had  added  that 
fome  of  thefe  were  nearly  full,  he  would 
ha\e  fpoken  the  truth,  and  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  told,  as  he  was  at- 
Glafgow  Tolbooth,  “ Sir,  they  are  not 
“yii//yet;  we  generally  emj)Ly  them 
once  a fortnight,” 

With  refpecl  to  the  number  of  rooms 
vifited  by  Neilxl,  his  minutes  do  not 
afeertain  ; ihers  were,  however,  many  ; 
and  he  informs  me  by  letter,  that  be 
thinks  he  omitted  none  of  any  conle- 
quc-nce.  Thofe  he  vifited  had  ilie  cafe- 
incnis  flnit. 

8.  The  beds  .contained  two,  and 
very  frequently  three  peribns  each,  but 
in  one  there  was  a family  offeven. 

As  to  the  number  of  perfons  Heepffig 
in  one  bed,  Neild  took  his  information 
from  the  woman  who  attended  him  y 
he  alkeci  at  the  leveral  beds  how  many 
perfons  Hept  in  each,  and  noted  down 
her  anfwers,  lb  that,  if  there  were  any 
error  as  to  the  precife  number,  it  was 
no  fuilt  of  his. 

With  refpecl  to  the  boys*  room,  and 
the  infirmity  of  one,  whofe  urine  pafT- 
ed  completely  through  the  bedding, 
and  was  fuflcred  to  accumulate  to  a 
putrid  degree  c.n  the  floor,  Neild  could 
not  be  millaken  ; for  wffien  he  entered 
his  remarks  on  paper  he  w^as  accom- 
panied by  a gentleman  of  the  greateil 
refpe61ahiliiy,  and  of  whofe  fkill  the 
excellent  hofpital  in  Norwich  bears  in- 
dubitable  proofs,  and  of  whofe  huma- 
nity and  attention  to  **  the  fick  in  pri- 
fon,”  the  gaol-book  affords  an  honour-' 
able  and  lafting  record*^.  On  thisfub-. 
jebf,  therefore,  I imagine  that  John 
Gurn^  muft  have  been  mifin formed. 

9.  Five  rooms^  and  not  feven. 

Neild  w'as  hot  at  the  workhoufe 

when  the  Small  Pox  ^Droved  fo  fatal. ^ 
Whether  the  number  of  rooms  was  five^ 
or  feven,  in  which  the  fiok  and  well 
were  promifcuoufly  mixed  together, 
he  cannot  hence  dqj;ermine,  but  he 
was  toldffeven.  The  number  fignifies' 
nothing,  as  to  the  fubje6l  0/  mifma- 
iiagement,  or  the  nature  nCjlle  fad. 


* The  prefent  M^yor  of  Norwich, 


M 
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If  the  felation  given  by  John  Gurney, 
of  the  alfociating  children  in  the  Small 
Pox  with  thole  heallhv,  be  accurate,  no 
part  of  Neild’s  reflerSlioris  apjrear  to  me  to 
convey  a feverer  cenliire  upon  the  cnh- 
du6l  of  the  Managers  of  this  \voH<- 
houle,  who  certainly  could  not  feel 
with  the  poet,  the  horror^  of  this  inolf 
malignant  pellilence  ; 

Have  mercy,  Heav’n-—  [ceeds 

Variola,  what  art  thou?  whence  pro- 
This  virulence  which  'all  but  w'e  efcape, 
“ Thou  fatal  enemy  to  human  kind  ?" 

-In  reviewing  the  clrarges  exhi- 
bited againtl  the  character  of  Neild, 
of  whom  I am  proud  to  say,  from 
perfonal  acquaintance,  with  Mil- 
ton  ad  Patrem, 

Nomen  in  exemplum  fero  fervabimus 
“ aevo-h 

I confefs  it  gave  rhfe  pain  io 
fee  fo  diftinguithed  an  individual 
as  John  Gurney,  whofe  beneficence 
and  humanity  do  honour  to  his  for- 
tune and  rank  in  life,  defeend  to 
little  things,  which  in  no  point  of 
view  extenuate  the  mlfmauagement 
of  the  Workhoufe  ; or  the  oulpa- 
bility  of  the  Guardians. 

In  the  multiplicity  of  objedls 
■which  engaged  the  attention  of 
Neild  during  the  fhort  fpace  of  time 
he  fpent  at  Norwich]  fome  little  in- 
accuracies might  haVe  efcaped  at- 
tention ] but  it  does  hot  appear  that 
any  one  charge  of  the  lead  confe- 
quence  has  been  adduced  j and  what 
has  been  adduced  has  been  explain- 
ed or  refuted.  Weak  indeed  mlift 
be  that  man  who  expedfs  from  ele- 
rated  genius  an  uniformity  of  great- 
nefs,  or  that  the  Eagle  that  (bars  in- 
to the  ethereal  expanfe  may  not 
fometimes  defeend  to  a perch. 

Is  it  not  a driking  veridcation  bf 
that  antient  charge  again d certain 
guides,  who  drain  their  liquor 
for  a gnat,  and  fwallovv  a bee- 
tlef,"  that  the  eye  fliouid  be  fo 
microfeopic  to  trivial  objefts,  and 

♦ Thornton's  Palace  of  Difeafe,  B.  II. 
1.  239. 

f We  will  preferve  his  name  for  an  ex- 
ample to  late  pofterity. 

X Matth.  xxiii.  24.  “ That  firain  out  a 
gnat,  but  fwallow  down  a hamel." 

PifRVER, 


the  vifion  fo  imperfedt  to  ^reat 
ones  ? or,  that  any  individual,  after 
contemplating  the  narrative  of  the 
pot-hooks  round  Rayner’s  neck,  and 
the  log  confined  to  the  leg  by  an 
iron  chain,  fhould  proclaim,  that 
this  iuas  not  fever  e in  its  effePt?'* 
Becaufe  the  youth  was  faid  to  be 
incorrigible,  would  cruelty  render 
him  lefs  fo  ? Is  htiriian  reafon  fd 
gnarrly,  as  to  become  more  un- 
traftable  than  the  indinbl  of  St, 
John’s  Hornets,  or  the  Bees  of  Sted-> 
man  } In  deferibing  this  boy  to 
me,  Neild  tenderly  obferves. 

He  did  hot  appear  to  be  incor^ 

' rigible,  becaufe  he  had  both  fenfe 
and  gratitude  to  come  running  after  the 
Mayor  and  myfelf,  and  thanked  us 
feelingly  for  his  deliverance.  I fay 
feelingly,  becaufe  his  eyes  were  filled 
with  tears.  My  firR  viRt  to  the 
Bridewell  the  nejtt  day  rather  confitin- 
ed  than  altered  my  opinion.” 

Had  the  managers  been  adluated 
bV  the  fentiments  of  a Prince  who 
had  feen  the  degraded  Bate  whicii 
pride  had  produced  on  Nebuchad-^ 
nezzar,  and  of  whom  prophecy  * 
hdd  fpoken  of  by  name,  300  years 
before  he  was  born,  and  who,  iii 
his  interview  with  Daniel  in  the 
70  years  captivity,  had  leRrhed 
tlrat  choice,  not  compullion,  ebn- 
liitutes  the  virtue  of  adtion,* § ** 
they  would  haVc  exercifed  other 
means  of  reformation  than  degra- 
dation of  mind,  and  long* continued 
corporal  fufferance  agreably  to  the 
fentiments  of  Cyrus  j 

“ li  veiit  qu’elles  (oient  heureufes, 
et  qn'eiles  comribnent  a ieurbonheur; 
qn’eiles  foient  heureufes  par  amour,  el 
par  nn  amour  de  pur  choix  ; c’eRainfi 
que  leur  luerile  augmente  leur  fell- 

But  the  fubfequent  remark  of  this 
refpedtable  individual  exceeds  in- 
deed the  apathy  apparent  on  the 
punifliment  itfelf.  He  thinks  that 
thofe  iron  and  wooden  inflruments 
hadhowever  letter  be  laidqfide  ; and 
why } not  becaufe  of  the  pain  in- 
flidledjorthe  ment'el  degradation  oc- 

♦ Ifaiah  xlv.  l . 

§ Les  Voyages  de  Cyrus,  T.  ii.  1.,  viii, 

cafioned* 
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- have  th^ “/Mor- 

l^^  hu,„ane  guardians."  Does  he  , ^okphth  VoJ^t; 
then,  mean,  to  affert  that  they  were  '‘"'f'  ''"ill  ab„,u  (i,  year!  Nich^ 
Wr  propbrit  ufed  ! Could  a gen-  H™‘l>"'l'o"  keeper,  he  is  by  ‘trade  a 
r™?"!  laudably  exerted  ‘"'i  “ woikfirop  near  the 

him(^elt  with  thereft  of  hi»  humane  1’"'°'’ l 3ol.  Chaplain,  none, 
brethren  in  favour  of  the  African  'Ah®^”"’  ‘'Z'  ’ "'iiliP*  a biH.- 

race,  on  whom  the  iron  cravat  of  'f """ ‘i  liny '»  all  who 

Snyner  is  a frequent  iZi  Clf  t Pi-Honer,  com- 

douht  the  .mpropr"etv  Of  a ’ I ‘t"  ‘'^'i  "Ixi  are  fn 

ras  t'lefe  i„t1.rum:.u,:  im  "‘om  - 

e s jouth  ! Can  aity  Guardians  of  ^''vo  tmall  courts,  with  a fewer  In 
the  poor  be  humane,  who  (hould  ‘'tat  for  the  ,„en  has  a pun,,, 

thus  yoke  the  children  intrulled  to  !“■']■'  paffige  tg  feet  long  anil 

their  proteftion?  Under  a senti-  l=« ,3 -"fies  wi-ie,  where  prifoners 

ntent  thus  pnblickly  avowed,  would  «‘l"'«d  i"  'valk  one  boor  in  the 

Voltaire  have  afforded  an  eulo-v  i.!,-,  „II  ' ‘'«P- 

^ inch  could  alone  apply  to  univ?r-’  ,n?o  fZAiZ.i'r.!""!'  Zl",' 
lal  beneficence  ? 


■^'hich  could  alone  tdd’v  to  ^ oig  cells,  fix  lor  men,  and  fix  for  w6 

:“-zi>-'h.er de d6-  -ii:''rs';''?:’i^“fhwfr:fh;r“^fe^^; 

N rr>^f  Kl/v 


Ciarer,  que  je  les  efiime  un  Tieuiile 
^ traiment  g-rnnd,  verfnenx,  plcin 
^ d indurtne,  d'intelligence,  cf  dc 
,,  ^gede.  Ce  font  des  gens  ani- 
nies  des  pnncipes  les  plus  eten- 


and  8 feet  high  to  ihe  crown  of  the 
^10.1,  htied  up  with  wooden  hedllead^ 
Itraw,  and  two  rugs  each.  Over  ihefe 
are  two  wodx-n.oms,  that  for  the  men 
x ptu,.  cien-  4,  and  8 feet  0 inches 

aus  de  lr//t'/ice;ic(^  ou’il  v ;rit-  ij  which  two  lleepiii<«  ceMs 

" nrais  er,  fufla  ter  e ' Liu  / " i?:','  j 'I'l  ° i‘  -3 

:;  -Vr,  fe  porte  fur  toute  la  raci  d'u  mhir'hildi  .’n^'b  Tfi “ * 
..  Himam,  ne  refuihut  it  per-  w„H,.roo,n  is  22  fetfhy  g feitT’?  1 

" f c ’e  ieul  par-  « 'bele  uns  n „,„n  kry  ill  („pl 

M 5 ^'^^tiens,  dontlapra-  P'^' '•<-'«  i iy  c ymg)  of  the  hidody'diix.  wlm 

tique  da  corps  entier,  rdpcnde  as  a vagmnt.  The 

condaiTiincnt  a Jes  princiiies  has  an  ajrerture  of 

;,{  ^ihtervvards  that,  I//.  “ ’!!?-'i”f  Iqnare,  is  well  lighted  and 

ssii  £ sy '-Ii-ir;;;!;., esa 

S.!i;£S7”r'"i'"  


;77  r r7  , 'V  ‘Jkcu  w(77,noi; 

in-direited-,  many  iiittaiicesof  which 
ihould  have  concluded  this  Letter, 
bad  It  not  been  already  too  much 
^■xtended  by  J.  c.  Lettsom. 


* * 

» 


- - u[;,  iiiiti  otrier 

madea.  the  hauk  of  the  keeper^  houfe 
he  would  have  a complete  commam 
at  the  1 wo  court-yanls.  which  priCo 
ners  migtit  dien  have  the  conlbnt  ufi 
— „ — ? ■ . wiiidow'-tax.  Nnin- 

» this  place  if  teas  our  inte?i/in?i  fitnr  P’honei.<,  q,h  StpLetuher  1802 
y have  inferted  Mr.  Neild’s  Delcriv-  t-i'rxT  c n 

fionofihe  G.ko-l  at  Ne  wcastle-upo^  l i ^ o««kction  at  Hexham 

Ua^rcs.J  ^ 176..  pW  der  the  fame  regulations  as  that  at 

Morpeth. 


Prmied  ly  NicKoLJ  and  So>>r,  Red  Lion  Pajfagr,  Fleet 


Si'cei 


/ ^ 


- r \ 


4 


« 

V 


r *. 


* 


f 


fi  0->  ■•;  5 ■ ' 


\*  - 

) .>i  'U 


i v- 


♦ » 


»«MII 


fM» 


( 99  ) 


THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE- 
For  FEBRUARY,  I8o0. 


Mr.  Urban.  j 
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letter  XXVIII.  onFRISONS. 

Samhrook  Coiir^’ 

^ ^ i8. 

See  him  poinT  ourtFEpalL  he  left  inview’ 
And  bid  his  friends  the  noble  racepurfue  ’ 
Difplay  the  fair  example  to  their  eyes, 

And  bid  them  live  like  him — -like  him  to 
rife.  Sam.  Boyse’s  Poems. 

N coratemplating 
^ any  ufeful  and 
2 important  object 
y brought  about  and 
fupported  by  the 
exertion  of  any  in- 
dividual, the  mind  difpofed  to 
relieft  upon  the  mutability  of  life, 
IS  wont  to  teel  a melancholy  fore- 
boding of  the  future  j left  with  the 
termination  of  that  illuftrious  life, 
the  obje6l  itfelf  may  be  loft,  for 
want  of  that  zeal  which  firft  brought 
it  into  exiftenee.  So  have  I felt  in 
recalling  to  mind  the  labours  of  the 
deceafed  Howard  j whilft  trembling 
for  the  conftitutional  delicacy  of  his 
lurvivingcoadjutor  Xeild.  If,  how- 
ever, we  cannot  indulge  the  hope 
of  feeing  equal  ardour  defeend  to 
thofe  who  may  purine  their  fteps  ^ 
or  that  the  fpirit  of  Elias  lhall  reft 
in  a double  portion  * on  Elilhah  ^ 
yet  it  aftbrds  a grateful  earneft  of 
the  exteuflon  of  that  philanthropy, 
which  not  only  commiferates,-  but 
iceks  to  relieve  human  infelicity  in 
its  moft  forlorn  ftate,  to  have  to  re- 
cord the  eftorts  of  congenial  minds, 
to  improve  prifons  and  workhoufes, 

I “ ^ ' — — 

2 Kings,  c.  i.  V.  lo.  As  vras  given 
to  the  firflborn  ; though  perhaps  better 
rendered,  a repetition  of  the  fpirit  ; a 
duplicate.  Elithah  was  to  fucceed  Elias, 
as  chief  of  the  remaining  prophets. 

G E D D r,  s . 


and  the  clevotion  of  individuals  tc? 
pervade  tiie  abodes  of  mifery,  'robed 
with  pious  dependance  in  braving 
peftilentiai  vapours,  and  attired 
with  beneficence  in  pleading  the 
caule  of  fuffering  humanity  : 

“ As  fhines  the  moon  amidfl  her  ftarry 
train, 

As  breathes  the  rofe  amongtt  the  fiow’rv 
fccne  ; 

As  the  mild  dove  her  filver  plumes  diE 
plays, 

So  fheds  their  Mercy  its  di/l:ingui;h’d 
rays.  Boy se’s  Poems  ; Deity 

Such  are  the  profpedts  which  il- 
iumiiie  the  dark  clouds  of  ignorance 
and  negled  • and  a briglit  and  fteady 
light  IS  difpelling  the  gloomy  hori- 
2on  of  mifrule,  as  are  evinced  by 
many  encouraging  communications  ; 
among  which  the  following  have 
been  recently  fubmitted  to  my  pe- 
rulalj  and  I hope  that  their  infertioii 
here  without  permillion  may  be 
foigiven;  in  confequence  of  the 
ufeful  examples  of  improvement 
tlmy  afford,  and  of  the  fpirit  of 
active  beneficence' they  infpire,  con  ■■ 

genial  with  Gray’s  hymn  to  A'dver- 
lity, 

I'hy  form  benign,  O Goddefs,  wear. 

Thy  milder  influence  impart, 

Thy  philofophic  tram  be  there. 

To  fofteUf  not  to  ivound  the  heart. 

Whilft  this  fpirit  of  philanthropy 
extends  — whilft  I’he  milk  Jf 
human  kindnets  of  Sterne  nurtures 
the  heart  and  mollifies  the  paftions, 
may  the  beautiful  predift'iun  of  the 
poet  A after,  in  liis  contemplation 
of  Divine  love.  Canto  iv  — 

Laves  would  be  uielefs  which  rude  Nature 

T . [dm  faiw  ; 

Eore,,  changing  Nature,  wouid  lirevent 

Tives 
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Tigers  and  Lions  into  dens  we  thruft, 

But  milder  creatures  with  their  freedom 
truft  ; [fpoufe, 

Devils  are  chain'd,  and  tremble  ; but  the 
No  force  but  love,  no  bound  but  bounty, 
knows.  [ous  lee) 

Men  (whom  we  now  fo  fierce  and  danger- 
fVould  guardian  angels  to  each  other  Ic — • 

gradually  be  accomplillied,  is  the 
hope  of  J.C.  Lettsom. 

Gedling  houfe, 
Dec.  30,  1805. 

1 hope  this  letter  wall  find  von  fafe, 
and  well  returned  home,  after  your 
benevolent  piirfuils.  ^1  he  feveral  re* 
marks  made  by  you,  when  vifiting  our 
county  gaol,  are  to  come  under  confi- 
. deration  of  the  magiflrates  at  the  next 
quarter  fellions,  the  13th  of  January  ; 
when,  I hope,  the  dungeon  will  be  abo- 
lifhed,  and  the  new  cells  begun  upon 
in  the  arched  place  w'hich  yon  pointed 
out,  fb  conveniently  lituaied  under  the 
county  hall ; and  for  the  fake  of  health 
and  cleanlinefs  to  continue  the  cold 
f)ath.  The  town  has  already  felt  the 
f)euefit  of  your  advice  when  vifiting 
St.  Mary’s  'Workhoufe,  in  company 
with  our  friend  Dr.  I’ennington  ; by 
ellabli filing  the  plan  of  general  Vaccine 
inoculation,  under  llie  direblion  of  the 
]>hy{icians  and  furgeiins.  A confider- 
able  fum  has  already  been  fuhf’cribed  in 
aid  of  a fund,  and  foine  hundreds  of 
perlbns  have  been  inoculated.  WTat 
.a  bleiring  to  a place  like  Notting- 
ham, where  there  are  fuch  an  abund- 
ance of  poor  ! Dear  Sir, 

Vour  true  and  fincere  friend, 

William  Elliot  Elliot. 

Dear  Sir,  Brawnaris,  Jan.  1 1,  1806. 

In  obedience  to  your  rerpieli,  1 made 
everv  poinhle  enquiry  reCpecling  your 
feveral  interrogations;  and  have  the 
fluisfatAion  to  acquaitit  you,  that  poor 
Hughes  * has  been  liberated  finre  Fe- 
bruary (fth,  1805,  hv  voluntary  conlent 
of  his  creditors.  He  now  rcfules  in 
Carnarvon,  where  he  keeps  a iiciiool, 
and  does,  1 belie*  e,  pretty  well. 

You  will,  Sir,  be  pleal'ed  to  hear,  that 
mod  of  the  improvements  which  you 
were  pleated  to  point  oni,  have  been 

* This  is  the  untortiinate  peribn  al- 
luded to  in  Neild’s  letter  from  Beaumaris, 
(.rent.  Mag.  for  February  1801,  p.  loi,  as 
tfnllows  : “ He  has  been  confined  nearly  8 
years,  ami  he  keep-,  a little  fchool.  IBs 
cafe  IS  eoniplicated  and  diflreiTing;  tor, 
without  his  erediti'rs  thnuld  fovgivc  his 
debt,  tic  inuil  remain  here  fur  life.” 


My  dear  S 


com|)letely  carried  into  eff'eft.  All  the 
ground  ajiarimenls  for  debtors  and 
felons  have  been  very  lubfianlially 
paved  with  flags,  and  aliit  the  entrance. 
I'he  conveyance  for  the  water  is  not  yet 
accompliflied ; but  we  have  reafon  to 
expecd  that  the  whole  of  the  necelfary 
alterations  will  fhortly  be  fb,  as  Mr.  Wil- 
liam s of  Tteffos,  one  of  our  Magiflrates, 
has  dircled  an  ellimate  to  he  made. 

Wifhing  you.  Sir,  mod  fincerely  aU 
the  compliments  of  the  feaf'on,  and  in- 
treating the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe 
to  impart  to  you  a long  feries  of  unin- 
terrupted health,  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
fuch  as  are  in  captivity,  fall  bound  in 
mifery  and  iron,  and  to  render  in  fbrne 
meafure  more  lupportable  to  him  the 
chains  of  the  wretched,  is,  dear  Sir,  the 
unadebled  prayer  of  vour  obliged  and 
fincere  friend,  Richard  Griffith. 

Sir,  Piccadilly,  Jan.  6,  1806. 
lam  confident  that  you  willexcufe 
the  libertv  a llranger  lakes  in  addrefling 
(Oil,  when  yon  confider  he  is  induced 
to  do  fb,  by  his  defire  of  f’erving  thole 
unhappy  perlbns  in  his  couniry  (the 
priConers  in  gaols)  to  whom  you  have 
fo  generoully  and  fucce  Is  fully  devoted 
your  life. 

I am  an  Irifhman  ; my  father  the 
reyirefentalive  of  the  county  of  Cavan  ; 
and  wilhmg  to  make  myfelf  as  uleful 
to  my  country  as  my  abilities  will  ad- 
mit, I do  not  fee  how  I can  better  ap- 
ply luyfelf,  that!  in  eruleavonring  to 
carry  into  edebl,  fome  of  thofe  im- 
provements which  you,  and  your  il- 
luftrions  predecellbr  have  made 

on  a fuhjebl  which  fo  much  required 
them.  Tlie  gaols  in  Ireland  are  in  general, 

1 believe,  in  a wretched  flate.  Jn  our 
county,  fuch  is  the  mifery  and  filth  of 
the  |.riloiis,  that  few  Aiagiltraies  have 
rcb'Iuiuui  to  examine  them  ; and  al- 
though flrongly  impieffed  with  the  im- 
portance and  itrgencv  of  the  fnhject, 
each  ffirinks  from  the  painful  and 
troub'efome  talk  of  invelugaiion  and 
imptov  ement. 

Young  and  uninformed  as  1 am  on 
this  lubjoci,  I hope  to  avail  mvf’elf  of 
tbe  fruits  of  your  abilities  and  ex- 
perience, if  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
allow  me.  it  would  be  in  \,  in  t’nr  m<s 
to  examine  the  admirable  buildings 
'vliicb  have  laielv  been  eicHed  ; Inch 
as  Bury  St.  ibimuml's,  Ac.  as  thev  are 
•on  lar  tdiove  our  vv  ants  and  means,  trr 
admit  (d  lieing  reducct*  bv  (o  fmall  a 
(ea!e  as  would  apply  to  us  ; I mull; 
thciclurc  recpieli  to  have  your  ideas, 

both 
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both  of  the  plan  and  regulations  moll 
apjilicable  to  us  ; on  which  account  I 
lhall  have  plealure  in  catling  on  vou 
whenever  you  lhall  be  fo  kind  as  to 
aj)i)oint,  and  to  favour  me  with  a plan 
of  building,  &c.  on  a imall  Icale  which 
you  approve. 

I am  &c.  Alex.  Saunderson. 

This  refpedable  gentleman^  in 
another  part  of  his  letter,  en- 
courages the  hope,  that  Neild 
would  extend  his  vilits  to  Ireland  ; 
and  I well  remember  that  in  our 
^correipondence,  the  latter  once  inti- 
mated Idch  an  intention  in  a letter 
from  Beaumaris  (Sept.  1803)  ; but  at 
that  time  meeting  with  Mr.  Arch- 
jdeacon  Smyth,  a refident  in  Dublin, 
he  difluaded  him  from  carrying  his 
defign  into  execution,  as  the  gaols 
were  then  chiefly  filled  with  rebels, 
as  well  as  trom  other  inconveniences 
which  the  times  then  prelented. 

Atter  his  interview  with  Mr.Saun- 
derfon,  he  informs  me,  that  he  had 
Ihewed  him  his  plans,  his  method 
of  preventing  fcapes,  &c. ; and 
concludes,  that  ‘'although  he  knows 
little  of  prifons,  he  perle6tly  uiider- 
Itands  me,  and  wilhes  mucn  that  I 
would  vifit  Ireland.  I wifli  it  as 
much  as  he  does,  but  It  would  oc- 
cupy at  lealt  fix  months;  and  alas  ! 
the  hour  is  latej  and  the  night 
cometh  when  no  man  can  work.” 

P.  S.  A prominent  obi e6t  of  laying 
before  the  publick  the  preceding 
letters,  was  to  excite  a more  gene- 
ral fpirit  of  enquiry  and  ext'. rt ion 
reipedting Priloiis.  Tins  lias  been  in 
a confiderable  degree  happily  efledc- 
ed,  as  the  prefent  ellay  teftifles  ; 
wliiitt  it  aflords  a fuflicient  reaion 
for  dijcontinuing  the  fie'^ucncy  yf 
thefe  to  the  puhlick.  i lhall  heme 
be  extineraled  tromTlie  application 
ot  much  labour  and  time — lime 
which  conh.l  not  liave  been  fpared 
from  proiedional  engagement'',  Inid 
it  bucn  retjdiliie  that  thele  Letters 
ihuuid  iiave  becu  written  in  a lootii, 
or  on  a table.  J.  C.  i.. 

Berwick  'Bowk  and  Cocxty 

fiAOL.  (/coige  Iih.lia/'d/on,  g.i.iU  r , 
-tii’arv,  4()(.  L'e-,  (teb’ois  F/ffOi/cr;, 

■iinej  r.lotii,  iK'dxe  , debtors  not  irte'/ac/.-., 


^s.  6d. ; but  if  very  poor  it  is  commonly 
torgiven.  Garriith  abolifhed  ; chaplain 
none;  furgeon  none,  but  on  applicaiiou 
to  the  mao-if, rates,  when  the  furgemi 
or  the  ),)arifli  attends,  and  is  paid  by 
tlie  I reatiirer  to  the  Corporation.  Al- 
lowance to  felons,  ai  tlie  (lifcreliou  of 
the  tnagiltrales,  not  exceeding  f)d.  a 
clay.  At  a guild  held  on  the  18lh 
January  1800,  it  was  agreed  (on  ac- 
count of  the  dearnefs  of  provi(ioiis) 
that  every  prifoner,  being  a freeman, 
Ihoukl  have  pci.  per  day,  and  everv 
non-lreeman  O'd. 

lliis  gaol  is  part  of  - the  grand  town- 
hall,  vvltich  was  finidied  in  1.754,  and 
has  a fine  fieeple,  the  only  one  in  the 
town.  The  four  damp 'ceils  on  the 
ground  floor  untler  the  Piazzas,  where 
prdbners  were  formerly  confined,  are 
now  ufed  as  fliojas,  &c.  for  the  country 
htuchers,  and  prifoners  not  put  into 
them,  but  over  the  hail,  where  there  are 
two  long  rooms,  or  galleries,  and  eight 
other  good-fized  rooms.  No  court, 
the  debtors  are  permitted  to  walk  nport 
the  leads.  No  water  ; it  is  carried  up 
by  the  beadle,  and  put  into  acifiern, 
eacli,  for  both  debtors  and  felons  every 
d<yy.  1 lie  felons’  end  of  the  gaol  con- 
tains 5 rooms,  4 of  which  have  fire- 
places; an<i  the  town  allows  coals,  plank 
bedheads,  and  liraw.  1 he  debtors’  gaol 
is  o\  er  tlieotherend  of  tbeTownhall,  and 
conlifis  of  3 rooms;  two  of  which  have 
fite-places,  10  which  the  town  allows 
Coals  ; and  there  is  one  bed  furnilheJ  bv' 
the  corpcxrai ion . Adare  free  ^vards.  Xtie 
fevt  ers  in  the  felons’  rooms  are  ofienfive 
tubs  ; that  for  'he  debtors  is  an  inclofed 
corner  ot  the  long  room,  'ffie  act  for 
pieferv  auon  of  liealili,  and  cLnfes 
agantlt  Ipintuons  lionor^,  not  hung  rip. 
Seldom  vifiied,  or- wiiite-wallred.  iNo 
employment  fnrnifl'ied  bv  ihe  Corpo- 
raiion  ; hiit  tliofe  who  are  of  handicraft 
trades  work  at  their  hulnuds  ; and 
women  fimtetiines  get  a ii  tie  fniuning, 
for  whicli  ibev  are  |jaid  the  fmie  j)rm'es 
as  lli.e  (piniuTs  in  the  town,  d'tie 
gaoler,  whn  lives  dilinn,  and  keeps  a 
public  hoiile,  lold  me  he  went  to  ifie 
gaols  limes  .i  dav  ; ai  nine,  one,  and 
eialii.  Pi'i (i.-ners,  Apnl  '/tli,  1800, 
(iemms,  ihrec;  ielons,  Cvc.  l.\(, 
No\.  y ii,  1 ■''■'U  I , dfimir,  One,  feam,'., 
At:  ie'.cm  ISO',',  Sept.  7>b,  dtinon^, 
tlnee,  ami  two  miiv-mt  av  a|)jnent.'Ce.'', 
There  aic  four  window'  oncaeii  litle  of 
liie.  g;aol,  nc..ir  4 Itet  fp'Orn-  . v.  nfi  a 
biting  falli  for  die  hcneiit  oi.  red;  a-r, 
.:V  iicva  n-.-'cr  tiotile  1?  iiovy  u>  t-ding  m 
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an  airy  fituatlon  for  130  paupers,  but 
the  clelings  are  too  low. 

(Cumberland  County  Gaol  at 
Carlisle.  JoJ'eph  Mullender,  gaoler, 
40l.  ; and  to  a Irlackfriiilh  for  his  at- 
tendance, 2!.  23.  per  amium.  Fees, 
debtors,  1 Is.  ; felons,  13s.  4d.  For 
iheconveyanceortranfports,  one  fliilling 
« per  mile  if  lefs  than  5,  but  if  they  ex- 
ceed that  number  gd.  per  mile.  Gar- 
iiilh.  Is.  Cd.  Chaplain,  Rev.  iMr. 
Mark  ; duty,  prayers  and  fermon  on 
Sunday  ; I'alary  20l.  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Idodgiu,  fa’ary,  5l.  5s.  for  attendance  : 
medicines  paid  for  by  bill.  x'Vllowaucc. 
Debtors,  on  applying  to  the  Juliices,  ol> 
tain  Is.  3d.  a week  ; felons  2s.  a week. 

The  court  Ipacious,  85  yards  bv 
36;  has  a pump  with  fine  water;  it 
■was  formerly  common  to  all  priibners, 
but  now  a part  is  appropriated  to  the 
felons,  15  yards  by  8,  and  feparaled  by 
iron  jrailiCades ; through  which  they 
can  converle  with  the  debtors,  or  any 
perfons  who  vifit  there.  The  gaoler’s 
hoLife  is  at  one  end  of  the  court,  and 
the  chapel  (built,  as  appears  by  the  dale, 
in  1734)  adjoins,  and  where  the 
j)ri (oners  mix  indircriminalely  to  iicar 
divine  I’ervicc. 

Maflet’s  tide,  debtors  have  five  rooms 
in  the  keeper's  honl’e,  for  which  tliey 
))ay  2s.  (id.  per  week  ; two  lleep  in  a bed. 
Commons  fide,  debtors  have  4 jree 
tuards,  23  feet  bv  18,  and  a ('mail  room  ; 
but  thev  are  in  a very  dirty  and 
ruinous  fiate  ; with  windows  opening 
into  the  court  ; formerly  they  looked 
Into  the  (Ireet.  'I'he  ll-xes  are  (eparale 
at  night,  but  together  all  day.  Tlie 
wards  for  felons  are  2 rooms,  down  a 
llcp  or  two;  dark,  damp,  and  dirty; 
one  of  them,  7 vai  ds  by  5,  the  day  room, 
which  ferves  likewife  as  a night  room, 
had  a window  to  the  lireet ; through 
which  I’ldriiuous  liquors  afid  tools  for 
milchief  iniiilu  calily  be  conveyed,  but 
it  is  now  brickcii  up.  The  condemned 
room  is  only  1 1 feet  bv  ().  There  are 
2 rooms  over  thefo,  called  the  houfeof 
correction,  where  women  are  lodged  ; 
and  Ituiw  only  is  allowed  to  thoCe  ])ri- 
i'oners  who  ctaunot  pay  for  a bed, 
’i’ranCpoi  ts  ha\  c not  the  king’s  alhnv- 
aure  of  2.s.  (id  a week.  No  infiiinat  y ; 
no  bath  : Acl  for  pref’orvlng  the  health 
of  |)i ifouers,  and  clauf’es  againll  fpiti- 
tnous  !ifpioi>,  not  hung  up.  Number 
of  priConers,  April  [ft,  1800  ; debtors, 
28  ; felons,  Nc.  5.  January  30th 
1802,  debtors,  4;  felons,  N:c.  3. 
September  20th  1802,  debtors,  10‘; 


felons,  8c'c.  7-  "1  bis  gaol  is  in  a very 

ruinous  and  dilapidated  fate/ but  there 
is  an  excellent  fiinaiion  near  the  cafile; 
where  I was  inlormcd  a new  gaol  was 
propoled  to  he  built ; the  fefiions  houfe 
might  likewife  adjoin,  tlic  (irefent  one 
being  very  old,  and  very  inconvenient 
from  its  being  in  the  middle  of  the 
I6wn,  and  diflani  from  ih'eprifnn. 

Carlisle  City  Gaol.  Over  the 
Scoic/i  gale,  is  only  one  ruinous  room 
about  20  feet  fquare,  with  a fire  place, 
atid  a window  4 feet  by  It].  No  allow- 
ance. No  douri.  No  water.  It  uas 
filled  with  lumber  when  I \vi!s  there; 
no  prifoner  had  been  confined  in  it  for 
10  years.  The  prrfoners  from  the  city 
are  kej)t  in  the  County  gaol  by  agree- 
ment betvveen  the  Corporation  and  the 
keeper.  No  town  debtor  can  now  be 
imj'rifoned  for  Id’s  than  lOl.  ; they 
felflom  exceed  2 or  S in  a year,  and 
thofe  only  for  a iJion  time. 

County  Bridewell  at  Cocker- 
mouth.  Jol'epk  liou'intui  keeper, 
lalarv,  20h  IDs  a fmall  court  \ard, 
and  2 rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  one 
of  which  is  called  the  Jirong  room-, 
perfons  for  fmall  ofi’ences  are  committed 
liere  for  a fhort  time.  No  allowance. 

Whitehaven  town  gaol,  is  part 
of  the  workhhoie,  andconfifis  of  a dun- 
geon where  prii’oncrs  are  confined  for 
a night. 

Westmoreland  County  Gaol 
at  Aj)plel)v.  ‘James  Heivjhtr,  gaoler, 
ialary,  2Ut,  he  is  a bhickfmiih,  and  his 
work  (hop  is  at  the  foot  of  ilie  bridge, 
nearly  oppofite  the  gaol.  Fees,  felons, 
O’s.  i^d.  ; <iebiors,  13s.  4d.  out  ol  which 
the  nnder-lheriti  receives  Gs.  Sd.  for  his 
liberate. 

For  conveyance  of  Iran  (’ports  to 
Whitehaven,  Js.  per  mile.  Garnifh,  Is. 
Cliaplain,  Rev.  James  .Metcalfe ; ialarv, 
15l. ; duty,  prayers  and  lermon  Sunday 
afternoon.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Buflihs^ 
(alary,  none;  makes  a bill.  Allo^D 
ance  ; debtors,  tume  ; lelons,  4(1.  a 
day.  Remarks  : This  gaol  was  built 
by  the  C'onnty.  I'lic  c.nrl  of  Thanet  is 
hereditary  flienlT,  and  pavs  the  gaoler 
his  (.dar\.  'Fhc  pril'on  it(elf  is  out  of 
the  resell  of’ the  floods,  hut  the  water 
ovei{la\\s  part  oi  the  court  vatd,  which 
is  32  yauls  by  22;  and  there  being 
no  other  conn,  all  do'’cr'plions  of  pri- 
I’oners  aflbciaie  together  in  the  day 
time.  The  lower  part  of  the  aaol 
confills  of  4 vaulted  wards  for  felons, 
14  feel  G inches  hv  l.'/icet  ; a window 
in  each,  but  no  clmnnev  ; no  cooking- 

room. 
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room,  the  provifions  are  drefTed  in  the 
Ojjen  arch,  under  a thglu  of  Iteps  ; 
which  lead  to  3 good  rooms  with 
cliimnevs,  for  debtors  ; the  floors  of 
the  wards  are  flagged;  and  each  pri- 
f'oner  is  allowed  flravv  and  2 blankets, 
d^aol  delivery  07\ce  a year;  a pump  in 
ihe  court ; the  Act  lor  prelervation  of 
health  and  tdaufes  againlt  f’piriinnus 
liquors  conTpictioullv  hung  up.  The 
gaol  clean.  1 copied  the  table  of  fees 
whiglj  are  hung  u[),  viz. 

A-t  the  Ptlidfummer  (fencral  Quarter 
Seftioii  of  the  peace  holdeu  at  Appleby, 
in  and  for  the  laid  countv,  on  Fridtiy  the 
24lh  day  of  July  1797  ; the  following 
table  of  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  keeper 
of  his  rnajefty’s  gaol  at  Appleby  afore- 
faid,  were  unanimoidly  agreed  to  bv 
,the  bench  of  jullices  then  prefent,  viz. 

s.  d. 

For  the  difeharge  of  a debtor  - 13  4 

Tor  every  perCon  committed  bv' 
warrant  of  a julhee  of  the  peace  6 8 

Tor  a copy  of  coinmitlinent, 
when  (leuiandetl  . _ _ » 10 

For  aceriificateol  committn'xent, 
in  order  to  obtain  a writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  - -“--“26 

For  figpnng  a cefiificate,  in  order 
to  obtain  a fuperledeas  ora  rule 
or  order  of  court  _ _ - - 2 9 

For  the  difeharge  of  a prifpner 
by  proclamation  at  the  x^lhzes, 
or  a;eneral  quarter  fdhoris  - - 13  4 

There  being  no  chapel,  doiue  lervice 
is  performed  in  the  (iebims  day-room. 
Ao  cmplowaietit  hirr.ilbed  by  tlic 
/County  ; blit  handicraft  trader,  fuch  as 
tailors  fhoc^rnaltei s,  Ac.  Ibmetimes 
get  emploviiient  from  the  town. 

Prifoners,  Feb.  2 1801  : Debtors, 
S : lelons,  none.  Sept.  24,  1802  ; 

Dcbt'U’s  4 : ieions,  none. 

C'oUX'TV  BrI-OKWELI.,  ArPT,KRY, 
riuiii,  as  appears  hy  the  ('a:e,  ItrfsO. 
Ciaoieiq  JoLa  A'kinfon,  (alarv,  121.  ; 
no  fees;  2 ceMs  23  feet  by  8,  with 
vaohed  roofs  ; kraw  011  the  fiooi  ; No 
ligin  or  air  fmt  what  i^adunited  by  iui 
nperiure  of  !2  in('bes  by  4 : fubject  to 
the  Hoods,  One  large  sooin  up  iiairs, 
iuffccure.  An  allowaiiCe,  No  erjiut 
yard.  No  water  accellilile  to  prifoners. 
Neither  the  ael  lor  [irefervan ion  of 
heallii,  nr.r  claufCs  againfl  fi)iriiuous 
liquors  hung  up,  Piiion  ve.ry  (iutv, 
but  it  appears  hide  ufed.  Prifoners, 
24ih  Sep'Citih.'r,  1802  ;•  2 lunatics, 
Kf.ndali.,  Westmoreend,  (Fud- 
cr,  kflilvs  Unylan]  fa  ary  3o!.;  and 
out  fourth  of  the  nrilouers  cariiinas. 


Felons  fees  and  garnini  aboliflied  ; deb. 
tors  fees,  2s.  4d.  on  being  liberated  ” 
Allowance  none.  Any  debtor  arreited 
bv  procefs  iffuing  out  of  the  borougfi 
court,  is  allowed  6d.,  a day,  after  three 
court  (lavs ; a court  is  held  every  three 
weeks.  Allowance  to  felotis  4d.  a day. 
(Biaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  faiary  lOl. 
Duty,  Sunday  afieruoon.  Surgeon 
from  the  difpenfaiy  when  warned.  For 
the  conveyance  of  tran (ports  Is,  per 
mile. 

Remarks  : This  is  ihe  town  gaol  and 
bridewell,  and  jiKlicionfly  litnated  on  an 
eminence  a little  way  out  of  the  town. 
Debions  have  a fpacious  airy  court  23 
yards  by  12,  with  pump  water,  and  fix 
fizciible  rooms,  with  fafh  window's, 
Oiid  fire-places  to  lour,  airy  and  clean  ; 
they  open  into  a lobby  near  0 feetudde  ; 
fjr  die  ufe  of  thele  rooms  the  debtor 
pays  nothing  if  lie  finds  his  own  bed  ; 
but  if  tlie  keejier  furnifhes  one,  he  is 
paid  8(1.  a week  for  a chafl'-bed,  and  Is. 
per  week  fur  a feather-bed  ; two  lie  to- 
gether, Men  Itdoiis  court,  (which 
(-pens  into  the  debtors  yard)  is  10  \ ar(h 
by  7,  with  0 day  room  and  a fire-place 
in  it,  and  on  the  ground  floor  are  4 
neeping  cells  \vith  vaidted  roof’s  about 
10  feet  iiv  9 each,  lighted  and  ventilated 
liy  an  aperture  in  th.e  door,  12  inches 
fqmUe  ; iron  grated.  Straw  on  a wood 
beddead,  a blanket  and  a rug.  IJp- 
f'lairs  is  one  room,  S feet  fquare.  M o- 
men  felons  have  a feparate  court  in 
front  of  tlie  building,  12  yards  by  10,  4 
lieepiug-rooius  abuui  8 fVetfjuare,  and 
2 work-rooms,  in  one  of  which  a wo- 
man was  weaving,  and  in  the  other  a 
woman  rpinning;  one  room  with  a fu- 
gle loom  in  i',  at  which  a man  was 
weaving.  The  looms  are  humanely 

\j  ^ - 

feot  from  the  wofkhoufe,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  prifoners  dmiug  confinement; 
and  eacli  irvifoner  is  allowed  three 
fourths  of  his  eamin..  s for  their  main- 
tenance, and  tlie  (-ther  fourth  10  the 
kee|  er.  There  eais  one  wi/nian  in  foii- 
tarv  confiiemen! , wliofe  empioviuent 
and  h.ijiport  depended  wholly  on  lier 
I’r'ends,  I'hrre  is  a very  neat  chaped, 
which,  has  2 fej>arate  doors  (d  entrance, 
w itii  a folding  fFremi  i'n  li'-e  middle,  fo 
(hat  'he  women  can  neither  fee  or  be 
leen  by  the  men.  liverv  part  of  tins 
ga<d  is  well  (npphed  w nb  w.i'er.  d !i(i 
acl  for  prefereation  ol  bealilt,  and 
claiif'es  againlt  fpii it  uons  liqmu's,  coii- 
fpicnouHv  bung  nj).  dbe  gaol  very 
clean,  i hditners,  .3rd  November  18ff!, 
debnms,  2;  (yloii?,  7;  tunalics. 
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-S.  1802,  Sept.  25tii,  debtors,  8 ; 

felons,  &c.  4 men,  3 women  ; lunatic  1. 

Kendal  I, 

Sept.  21,  1802. 


I\Iv  dear  friend. 


I have  juft  been  viliiing  ihe  w ork- 
lioiile  at  this  place,  (Kendall)  and  am 
imich  pleated  with  the  indnltrv,  ojco- 
iioiny,  and  cleanlinefs  of  it,  hut  the 
oiebngs  are  too  low,  and  the  kitchen 
improperly  placed.  Dotlor  Haygarlh’s 
rules  to  prevent  infedlious  fevers  are 
ftuck  up  in  various  parts  of  the  houfe, 
and  by  the  attention  of  the  managers, 
health  is  preferved,  and  labour  prf)- 
dnftive  ; for  none  are  fuffered  to  be  idle 
who  are  capable  of  working.  Paupers 
in  the  lionle  pg,  of  ihefe  there  are 
children  under  5 years  of  age  22  ; old 
and  unable  to  work  12  5 fick  5 ; at 
work  60. 

P.S.  The  children  of  the  workhoule 
in  Kendall,  haye  not  their  bell  in- 
terefts  compromifed  for  intmediate 
gain  • they  are  not  coplidered  as 
mere  machines,  and  care  is  taken 
to  cultivate  ancl  improve  their 

minds  ; an  eafy  opportunity  is 

afforded  by  means  of  the  Reading 
SCHOOL,  of  giving  to  the  children 
of  the  poor  a decent  education, 
without  taking  them  from  produdl- 
ive  labour.  I'he  book  is  confidered 
as  a relaxation  from  work,  and  both 
fucceed  better;  this  is  moll  par- 
ticularly exemplitied  here  ; the 

children  not  only  enjoy  the  pri- 


vilege of  mixing  with  other  chil- 
dren, and  of  being  raifed  from  a flate 
of  extreme  degradation,  but  at  the 
fime  time  earn  more  than  when 
they  were  confined  within  the  pre- 
cindls  of  the  hopfe.  From  the  ac- 
count which  I have  feen,  it  appears, 
that  forty-five  children  have  fo  con- 
dudted  themfelves,  as  to  have  re- 
ceived premiums  this  year  (1802) 
amounting  to  141. 5s.  2d.,  and  to 
contemplate  their  decent  appearance, 
and  manner  of  behaviour,  muft  be 
truly  gratifying  to  every  philan- 
throphift *  *. 

The  connexion  between  grofs  ig- 
norance, profligacy  of  charader, 
and  abjed  poverty,  is  eafily  traced  j 
for  a very  large  majority  of  thofe, 
who  have  come  under  myobfervation 
as  a magiflrate,  for  felony,  or  mif- 
demeanours,  or  vagrants,  or  to 
filiate  baftards,  or  even  to  be  ex- 
amined refpeding  their  fettlements, 
are  unable  to  write  their  own  names. 

Yours,  truly,  James  Neild* 

* What  an  excellent  example  does  no^ 
this  prefent  to  the  guardians  of  the  work^ 
houfesof  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  and  Norwich  ' 
And  the  reflexions  of  Neild  in  his  account 
of  Kendall,  drawn  from  long  and  deep  ex-  ' 
pcrience,  demand  the  ferrous  regard  of 
every  guardian  of  the  poor,  and  of  every 
magiflrate  in  the  United  Empire.  J.  C.  L,  . 


l^nntcd  by  Nichols  and  Son,  lied  Lion  Pajjup^e,  Licet  iatteet.  { 
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LETTER  XXIX.  ON  PRISONS. 

“ Judge  they  that  can  : here  I have  rais’d 
to  Ihow  [mu  ft  know ; 

A pifture,  which  the  world  for  yours 
And  like  it  too,  if  tkey  look  equally  ; 

If  not,  ’tis  fit  for  you,  fome  (hould  envy.” 

Bkk. Jonson. 

Mr.U  RBAN,  London,  April  ip, 

The  following  letter,  equally 
important  in  its  objed,  and 
clear  in  its  hiftory,  muft  command 
attention,  and  convey  inliruftion. 
The  condud  of  the  Gaoler  of  Lan- 
cafter  Calile  affords  a pleating  in- 
ftance  of  the  advantages  of  proper 
and  humane  treatment,  even  of  the 
mod  depraved  and  hardened  crimi- 
nal. It  is  alfo  with  pleafure  that 
I am  enabled  to  add,  from  the  bed 
information,  that  condderable  im- 
provements in  many|i Prifons  have 
been  recently  ededed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  letters  of  my  friend  to 

J.  C.  Letts OM. 

Lancaster  Castle.  Gaoler,  Jo/m 
Higgins ; falary  600/.  out  of  which  he 
pays  three  turnkeys.  Fees  and  garnifh 
abolidicd.  When  prifoners  are  con- 
victed at  Prellon  or  Manchefier,  and 
brought  from  thence  to  Lancaller,  the 
Keeper  receives  U.  per  mile,  conduct 
money.  Alfo  when  tranlports  are  re- 
moved to  Portfmouth  or  Woolwich 
he  receives  the  fame  fum. 

Allowance  to  debtors,  one  Jhilling 
per  week  in  bread 

Allowance  to  felons,  fix  pounds  of 
good  wheaten  bread,  10  pounds  of 
potatoes,  two  pounds  and  a half  of 
oatmeal  every  week,  and  half  a pound 
of  boiled  beel,  and  a quart  of  broth  on 
Sunday. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  John  IVoodroio. 
D uty,  Sunday,  prayers  and  fermon  ; 
Wednefclayand  Friday,  prayers.  Sa- 
lary 50/.  and  from  the^J)utchy  4/.  and 
from  the  Slterifl  155’.  for  his  attendance 
on  every  Proteflant  malefactor  who 
fuffers  death.  Roman  Catholics  are 
attended  by  a prieft  of  their  own  reli- 


gion, who  receives  the  fame  fum  from 
the  Sheriff. 

Surgeon,  Air.  Baxendale falary 
201.  and  allowed  for  medicines. 

Remarks.  ^ I his  CastleF*  having 
firft  been  built  for  a place  ol  defence 

u Romans,  afterwards  became 
me  Palace  or  Feudal  Refidence  of  the 
Dukes  of  Lancajier,  and  at  an  early 
period  was  converted  into  a County  Gaol, 

Tl  he  fituation  is  elevated  and  healthy. 
The  Gaoler’s  houfe,  whicti  is  a hand- 
fome  building,  and  well  fiiuated  for 
commanding  a view  of  the  rj)acious 
court-yard,  fills  up  the  fpace  between 
the  gate-way  and  the  well-lower  to  the 
right.  The  female  debtors  pnfon  is  a 
room  in  the  gate-way,  and  exatHly 
over  the  entrance  j their  court-yard  is 
in  common  with  the  men.  'I’he  pri- 
fon  for  the  female  felons  occupies  the 
fpace  from  the  gale-way  to  the  dun- 
geon-tower on  the  left,  and  correfponds 
vvith  the  Gaoler’s  houle  towards  the 
Cafile-yard.  It  contains  two  night- 
rooms  in  the  dungeon-tower,  eacli^  §3 
feet  9 inches,  by  15  feet;  a ciay-rooin 
under  the  infirmary,  15  feet  9 inches, 
by  13  feet;  a vvafli-houle  adjoining, 
15  feet  9 inches,  by  7 feet  6 'inches  ; 
three  night-cells  under  the  infirmary, 

8 feet,  by  6 feet  6 inches  ; fix  finall 
ditto  behind  the  new  vvorkibops,  7 
feet,  by  4 feet  6 inches  ; fix  wenk- 
rooms,  15  feet  9 inches,  by  I 1 feet  ; 
between  the  gaie-way  and  the  dnn- 
geon-tower,  are  two  vvell-\ enttlaud 
rooms  for  the  fick,  30  feet,  by  21  fee. 

The  area  of  that  part  of  the  Cafile- 
yard  which  is  appropriated  to  debtors 
only,  contains  about  2792  fqtiaie 
yards.  There  is  a large  arcade  on  the 
VVefi  fide  for  exercife  in  wet  weather  ; 
over  it  are  fix  dav-rooms,  each  14  feet 

9 inches,  by  12  heel  3 inches.  In  a 
wing  adjoining  are  three  rooms,  each 
40  feet  by  14  leet.  1 hat  on  the 
ground  fl(*or  is  ul'ed  as  a workfiioj)  f(,r 
debtors.  In  the  well-iowcr  are  four 
rooms. 

Front  room,  No.  1,  25  feet,  by  11 
feet  6 incites  ; b .ck  room.  No.  L\  25 


* Adam  Unfworih,  a debtor  in  the  Caftle,  by  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  fent  with 
a petition  to  the  Society  for  Small  Debts,  fays,  “ Your  petitioner  is,  and  has  been 
fmee  his  confinement  here,  in  a fituation  wanting  the  common  neceffaries  of  life* 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  ivelt  known  good  nefs  and  humanity  of  the  keeper  of  the  Gaol, 
he,  as  well  as  many  others,  would  probably  ere  this  have  paid  ihe  debt  of  Nature.” 

f Its  Britifh  name  was  Caerwirdd  (caftra  viridia)  Green  lu^rtiel's,  from  the  verdura. 
of  the  hill.  Its  prelent  name  is  from  Lo?i  or  Loyn,  the  name  of  the  river,  and  Cajtra, 
a fortrefs.  Some  derive  it  IVom  the  Britifh  Llan,  a church,  and  Cajlra  a furtrefs  / rlie 
church  and  caftle  forming  one  grQupe  of  buildings. 


Xichoh  and  Son,  Pi  inters.  Red  li..a  Pu:,3,agv, 
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feet,  by  10  feet;  tap-room,  No.  3, 
(formerly  the  wine-tap),  20  feet  Iqiiare; 
news-room,  No.  4,  ly  feet  9 inches, 
bv  12  feet.  Jn  the  gate- way  tower  are 
eight  rooms.  An  apartment  for  the 
tnrnkeys,  31  feet  3 inches,  by  12  feet 
6 inches;  over  it  a room  for  debtors 
called  the  Pigeon  Box,  33  feet  8 inches, 
by  12  feet  10  inches;  two  reception 
rooms,  where  difeafed  prifoners  are 
pnt  until  examined  by  the  fnrgeon, 
No.  1,  26  feet  6 inches,  bv  12  feet  5 
inches  ; No.  2,  33  feet  8 inches,  by 
14  feet  6 inclies  ; over  the  entrance  is 
lire  antieni  Court-room,  now  occupied 
by  the  female  debtors,  23  feet  8 inches, 
by  15  feet  3 inches.  Phere  is  a nar- 
row winding  flair-cafe  to  the  attic 
dory,  where  t here  are  three  rooms,  viz. 
(fonllable  Room,  33  feet,  by  16  feet  ; 
Smuorgliug  Room,  32  feet  1 inch,  bv 
R)  feel  5 inches  ; Pin  Box,  S3  feet  8 
inches,  by  13  feet. 

E\ery  debtor  on  Itis  commitment 
pays  7s.  6d.  towards  coals,  and  2^.  for 
pots  and  pans.  The  magillrates  for- 
merly allf)wed  a mop  to  each  room  ; 
but,  from  the  infolence  and  extrava- 
gance  of  fume  of  the  debtors,  it  is 
now  difeontinned.  When  a poor 
debtor  cannot  pay  for  coal®,  &c.  he 
generally  does  the  fervile  work  of  the 
room  in  lieu  thereof ; and  if  he  cannot 
immediately  pay  for  a bed,  he  obtains 
half  a bed  on  credit,  which  is  occa- 
lionally  paid  for  out  of  the  Charity 
Fund  by  the  Keeper.  When  the 
number  of  debtors  does  not  exceed 
70  or  80,  many  deep  in  fingle  beds  ; 
but  when  more,  they  are  under  the 
neceiruy  of  taking  a 'bed-fellow.  At 
prefent  there  are  onl\"  three  fmgle  beds 
in  the  whole  of  the  debtors  apartments. 

'riiere  are  excel'ent  rules  and  regu- 
lation>  for  the  go\ermnent  of  the  cri- 
minal fide  r)f  this  prifon,  \vhich  are. 
printed  and  ftuck  up  in  dtfiereui  parts 
oftbeCraol  ; and  the  rvon hv  Chaplain 
is  empower  d to  purchale,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  County,  Bibles  and  com- 
UKin  prayer  books,  for  the  religious 
inllrnetioii  of  the  poor  prifoners,  at  his 
diferetion. 

Of  the  debtors  I rvas  lorrv  to  obferve 
only  two.,  out  of  7d,  attended  prayers; 
though  the  following  order  is  ftnek  up 
in  various  parts  of  the  prifon,  viz, 

**  At  the  General  Quarter  Seiiions  of 
the  peace,  held  at  J.muaiitr,  ui  and  tor 
the  laid  county  palatine  oV  Lanca/rcr,  tlie 
l.Sth  day  of  July,  in  the  ircKvear  of 
King  the  Third'sTeigu ; Uhercas 


it  appears  to  this  Court,  on  the  reprefen- 
tation^  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Gaol  of  the 
Caftle  of  LancaJIer,  that  feveraj  prifoners 
in  his  cuftody,  being  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  having  no  law- 
ful excufe,  make  a common  practice  of 
abfenting  themfclvcs  from  Divine  Service 
performed  in  the  faid  Gaol,  and  mifbe- 
having  theml'elvcs  during  fervice  ; 

It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  Court, 
that  if  any  priloner  or  prifoners  confined 
m the  faid  Caftle,  (except  Roman  Ca- 
tholics and  Quakers)  and  having  no  law- 
ful excufe,  ftiall  abfent  him,  her,  or  them- 
felvcs  from  attending  Divine  Service 
within  the  faid  Caftle,  or  fhall  in  any  way 
mifbehave,  fuen  prifoncr  or  prifoners 
fhall  immediately  be  deprived  of  the 
county  allowance,  until  further  orders  to 
the  contrary.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
that  the  Treafurer  of  the  faid  County 
Stock  fliall,  immediately  upon  receivin'' 
a complaint  from  the  laid  Keeper  againft 
any  prifoner  or  prifoners,  ftrike  his, 
her,  or  their  name  or  names  out  of  his 
book,  and  forbear  to  pay  fuch  prifoner 
or  prifoners  any  more  money  until  fur- 
ther order.  Kenyon. 

N.  B.  Whereas  many  of  the  debtors  of 
late  have  abfented  themlelves  from  attend- 
ing Divine  Service;  this  is  therefore  to 
give  them  notice,  that  for  the  future  the 
above  rule  of  Court  will  be  ftri6tly  put  in 
execution.” 

A fpirit  of  reftlefTnefs  has  been  in- 
troduced into  this  prifon,  as  well  as 
many  others,  by  forming  Committees 
of  AHociaiion,  or  Secrecy,  as  they  term 
It,  and  a correfpondence  wit'h  the 
King’s  Bench  priibn,  by  which  th«y 
are  led  to  believe,  that  the  Gaoler  has 
T10  coniroul  over  them,  and  (bmetimes 
let  him  at  defiance.  It  is  an  unforiu- 
naic  circumfiance  to  be  thus  corrupted 
and  has  caufed  an  abridgement  to  the 
debtors  of  (bme  of  tholb  comforts 
wfiich  the  liberality  of  this  County  had 
I)rovided  for  them,  and  which  Their 
errors  and  diftrefles  claim  from  the 
Immauiiv  of  the  virtuous  and  more 
fortunate  part  of  mankind. 

Chanty  Legacies  to  the  Debtor  Prifoners 
III  Lancafter  Caftle.  $.  d. 

from  Mrs.  Henrietta  Rigby's 
Executor,  to  ]2  of  the  moft  necef- 
fitoiis  and  well-behaved  prifoners, 
five  Ihillings  each,  paid  by  the 
iVTiiNor  of  Lancajicr,  on  the  lit  day 
of  March  every  year  - - 3 0 O 

i'loin  Airs.  Langton^  paid  by 
l.iuvf  e/H  e R(i'Hjihorn.y  clcj.  each 
.'Mliy.e  - _ _ 2 0 0 

I'lotn  Sir  'I'homas  Gerrard,  of 
Ga/Owood^  paid  by  Mr.  Pinfric, 
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I Si  d. 

ji  fteward  to  the  prefcnt  family,  due 
|..about  ift  Auguft  - - 8 0 6 

i Paid  under  a decree  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  of  this  County,  out  of 
. an  eftate  in  Skerviifdale,  called 
Sandy  late  belonging  to  Peter  La- 
tham, deccafed  ; diftributed  every 
Auguft  Aflize,  by  the  Truftees  of 
the  faid  Peter  Latham  or  their  or- 
der ; paid  by  Meflrs.  Greaves  and 
j Co.  of  Prefton  - - - 6 0 0 

I By  the  will  of  PFiHiam  Edimtnd- 
j fan,  of  Outkivaite,  half  the  rent 
I of  a field  in  Scotforth,  purchafed 
j by  the  money  left  for  fuch  pur- 
j pofe  by  the  faid  Will,  paid  by 
i the  County  Treafurer  in  bread. — 

I N.  B.  This  field  is  now  (Oftober 
I 1805)  in  the  tenure  or  occupation 
j of  Mr.  G.  Marjhall',  and  the  other 
1 half  of  the  rent  is  paid  to  the  pri- 
i foners  at  Prefton  - - 2 10  0 

I From  Mrs.  Abigail  Rigby's  Ex- 
I ecutors,  paid  by  the  Mayor  of  Lan- 
I CG/ter  every  St  Thomas’s  day  2 0 0 

I All  the  wards  are  free  ; and  poor 
I debtors  hire  their  beds  from  the  Town, 
i and  pay  from  fixpence  to  eighteen 
I pence  a week  for  the  ufe  of  one. 

1 There  is  a code  of  laws,  or  rules 
j and  regulations  drawn  up  by  a debtor 
! for  their  government ; a few  of  them 
j are  excellent,  fome  more  fevere  than 
i any  knowm  law  of  the  land.  Pillory, 
i and  imprifonment  in  the  Iron  Cage 
i are  frequently  mentioned  ; had  there 
! been  fuch  a place,  it  could  not  have 
i efcaped  my  attention  at  my  feveral  vi- 
! fits  ; and  1 am  lure  the  benevolent 
I Keeper  would  never  fuffer  one  debtor 
to  imprifon  another.  The  30th  article 
prohibits  any  debtor  from  applying  to 
! the  Keeper  for  a redrefis  of  his  grie- 
! vances  ! ! ! The  33d  mentions  a 7nar- 
I het-day,  attd  the  S3th  a pawn-broker  s 
' fhop  in  lancafter  Caftle  ; can  aity 
thing  be  more  ridiculous  and  abfurd  ? 
The  laft  article  lays,  the  Court  lhall  be 
competent  to  hear  and  punilh,  on  con- 
I viction,  any  olfender*„gniltv  of  any 
j crime  not  ftated  in  thefe  laws  and  re- 
j gulations.  This,  I think,  mull  be  al- 
lowed to  be  a Ivveeping  claule  indeed. 

The  Male  Felons  part  of  the  pri- 
fon  conliils  of  four  ;urv  and  well- 
fi.igtred  conns,  each  coo’aining  about 
I 5:?38  I’quare  vard‘',  for  ditlerent  dalles 
I of  ])rrlTniers.  Facb  lus  a Ihed  and  a 
I day-rouin  21  feet  8 inches,  by  12 
I feet  8 inches,  with  it)  celis  to  f'acb. 
in  two  noble  tower*,  makinu:  in  tltg 
whole  04.  Each  cell  is  8 feet  8 inches. 


by  6 feet  8 inches,  and  8 feet  high. 
Between  the  outer  wall  and  day-wards, 
there  is  a Iblitary  day-roorn  for  refrac- 
tory prifoners,  21  feet  8 inches,  by  \^ 
feet  8 inches,  and  three  Iblitary  cells, 
leldom  ufed  ; they  are  rather  damp, 
13  feet  5 inches,  by  6 feet.  Allb  a 
warm  and  cold  bath.  The  bottndary- 
walls  of  thefe  four  courts  converge  to 
a point,  where  the  turnkey’s  lodge  is 
judiciouOy  placed,  fo  that  he  has  a 
compleat  command  of  the  whole;  and 
prifoners  may  couverfe  with  their 
friends  under  his  infpedion,  without 
being  admitted  into  the  interior  of  the 
Prifon  ; and  firangers  may  likewife  lire 
the  prifoners  wiiliout  being  incom- 
moded. Every  prilbner  on  the  crimi- 
nal fide  has  a ftraw  mat,  a llraw  or 
hair  bed,  three  blankets  and  a quilt, 
or  coverlit,  and  receives  one-third  of 
his  earnings  ; and  the  profit  on  their 
labour  is  Ibmctimes  equal  to  their 
maintenance. 

The  Bridewell  prifoners,  and  fome 
of  the  felons,  are  kept  in  the  Great 
Tower,  which  has  a fmall  open  court 
adjoining.  In  this  lower  there  arc 
two  large  rooms  ufed  as  dav-roomi 
and  lleeping-rooms.  The  firll  which 
is  over  the  chapel  iscalled  the  Howard, 
after  that  excellent  man,  and  is  ob 
feet,  by  2(5  feet.  The  other  is  called 
the  Quaker's  room,  becaule,  it  is  faid, 
when  thole  people  were  lb  cruelly  per- 
lecuted  in  the  17th  century,  vaft  num- 
bers of  them  were  confined  in  it,  43 
feet,  by  25  feet;  and  three  fleeping- 
cells,  each  10  feei,  by  7 feet  The 
workfhops  adjoining  this  court  are,  the 
Old  Shire  Mall  forcarding  and  rpinning, 
43  feet,  by  25  feet  ; three  fhops  for 
weaving:,  each  40  feet,  by  14  feet ; 
feven  fmall  ivorklliops,  each  9 feet  6’ 
inches,  by  9 feet;  and  the  taik-maf- 
ter’*  room  and  ware-room,  each  14 
feel  9 i nches,  bv  12  leei  3 inches. 

That  part  ol  the  Great  Tower,  or 
Citadel,  formerly  called  the  Lnngels, 
is  now  the  chapel,  55  feel,  by  2t)  leet, 
where  there  is  a commotlions  galierv 
for  the  debtors,  and  (even  leparate  d'b 
vilions  for  the  criminals,  \vlio  are  in 
dalles,  and  out  of  fight  of  each  other. 
J rentarked  that  the  men  ami  women 
felons  were  panicularlv  clean  at  cha- 
pel, nben  I attended  Divine  Seixice, 
xVedneldav,  22d  Sepiemher,  1802; 
and  was  informef!  ihev  were  obliged  10 
witlh  tlieu  haijxis  and  face  exerv  iimm- 
ins'  beliuf?  ihex  receive  their  allowiinre, 
Tne  'txhole  nmiiber  ,90,  were  pre!<  tvi 

- . except 
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except  two  or  three  employed  on  ne- 
ceilary  bufineCs  ; their  behaviour  blent 
and  attentive,  and  the  contiienances  of 
the  numerous  prifoners  lliewed  their 
lo\e  and  refpect  to  the  Gaoler,  Mr. 
Uiggm,  who  to  great  humanity  and 
firmncl’s  adds  religious  regards,  whicli 
do  him  honour.  1 have  in  my  pol- 
lelhou  an  addrefs  written  by  him, 
which  is  printed  and  given  to  every 
criminal  oh  his  commitment,  in  which, 
among  other  good  ad\  ice,  he  earnellly 
exhorts  them  not  to  ag(fra\ale  their  of- 
fence, by  the  (ubornation  of  perjury  ; 
alluring  them  that,  if  convicted,  their 
putiiQunent  is  certain,  without  one 
ray  of  hope  or  mitigation. 

In  the  excellent  management  of  this 
prifbn,  which  from  its  lituation  in  a 
very  populous  and  maritime  ('ounty 
is  leldom  without  atrocious  felons, 
there  is  the  moll  clear  and  demonlira- 
itve  proof,  how  much  more*  humayiity 
and  firmnefs  operate  to  promote  peni- 
tence and  reformation,  than  harJJtnejs 
Sind  ftverityi  which,  1 have  frequently 
wdtnell'ed,  make  the  criminal  delperate, 
and  rather  harden  than  reform. 

The  buildings  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Gaol  have  added  much  to  the 
appearance  of  the  Caltie,  and  in  Come 
[)aris  are  fmgnlarly  conllru^led,  wiih- 
ont  either  wood,  plalier,  or  arches; 
the  w'hole,  infide  and  out,  being  fi- 
mflied  with  hewn  Hone.  The  archi- 
tecl,  Mr.  Harrifon,  (of  whole  proi'el- 
fional  abilities  the  Cable  of  Ghelier 
W'  ill  llutid  a lading  itionumenl)  has 
here  availed  himlelf  v\iih  much  judg- 
ment (*f  the  line  done  Nature  has 
lb  plemifnlly  provided  In  the  neigh- 
honrhood ; of  which  is  thus  formed 
one  of  the  drongelt  and  moll  durable 
felons’  gaol  in  this  conn  try. 

The  halls,  and  comity  odices,  at 
the  Well  fide  of  the  Caltie,  in  the  u(e 
and  flyle  of  hnihling,  do  credit  to  the 
jiulgiueut  and  lade  of  the  getitlemen 'f 
who  promoted  them;  and  It  is  an  ad- 
dition to  the  fafetv  and  convenience  of 
the  gaol,  that  the  approach  to  them  is 
removed  out  of  the  Calile-vard. 

’^riie  front  of  thcle  buildings  is  a 
buautirul  and  regular  piece  of  Gothic 
Arehlieclure.  Tiiev  confid  of  a Coiimv 
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and  Crown  hall,  grand  and  pettv  jury, 
and  record  room,  with  offices  for  the 
Proihonotary,  Clerk  of  the  Crowm, 
^c.  &c.  all  covered  by  connebled  roofs, 
lb  that  the  water  is  conveyed  from 
them  into  a general  relervoir  in  the 
Callle-yard,  for  the  ule  of  the  prifoners. 

In  both  halls,  the  bench,  the  bar,  and 
the  auditors,  are  placed  in  full  view  of 
each  other,  as  In  every  other  Court  of 
Jiidice  they  ought  to'he.  This  is  ef- 
fected by  leaving  an  area  behind  the  bar, 
and  railing  the  audience  one  above  ano- 
ther upon  broad  Heps,  in  the  manner 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Theatres  f 
thus  at  ©nee  producing  a general  ac- 
commodation, and  in  a great  degree 
free  from  the  prellure  of  crowds,  con- 
danily  experienced  in  courts,  where 
the  bar  and  the  floor  are  on  the  fame 
level. 

This,  I prefume,  likewife  in  a great 
meafu re  prevents  the  nolle  and  difturb- 
ance  arillng  from  the  converlation, 
carried  on  by  thofe  who  can  neither 
lie  nor  hear  the  bufinefs  of  the  courts^ 
and  are  concealed  from  the  view  of  the 
Bench, ^ as  in  ilie  old  halls,  and  moli 
other  Conns  of  Juflice. 

The  County  Hall  is  a femi-polygon, 
ornamented  with  light  and  handfome 
Gothic  columns,  that  fuppori  a groined 
roof,  and  capable  of  contalumg  near 
fuxteen  hundred  and  the  Crown- 

hall  is  a Ipacions  oblong,  likewile  in 
the  Gothic  tafie ; and  in  it  there  is  a 
commodious  gallery  for  the  accontmo- 
datiou  of  the  ladies.  Great  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  convenience, 
light,  and  air,  of  the  halls,  and  to 
pre\enl  as  much  as  poffible  any  echo 
from  coiifuunding  the  voice.  The 
(^rarid  Jury  Room  is  circular,  large, 
and  convenient;  and  the  windows 
command  a fine  \ iew  of  that  llnpen- 
(loiis  range  of  fVejlmorelaud  and  Cum- 
birland  mountains,  which  lurronnd 
the  Lakes,  d'he  New  Terrace  alfo, 
w inch  forms  one  of  the  approaches  to 
the  halls,  atlords  the  lame  grand  and 
delighifol  profpebl. 

i he  County  Mall  is  fupported  by 
maliy  pillars,  forming  a noble  arcade, 
ihiC  luuiida  ions  oi  vvhicii  are  eightee)i  ot 
tmmfif  feet  deep,  where  ihe  inoat 


* Ot  ihe  Qo  felons,  &c.  nut  one  was  in  irons,  though  there  was  one  committed  for 
a double  murder,  but  of  which  he  was  afterwards  acquitted.  A^rd  at  my  laft  vifit  (Oc- 
tober 1S0,5}  not  one  of  the  58  was  in  irons  ; they  were  all  ufefuHv  and  peaceably  at 
work.  Theie  arc  irons  provided  for  the  refractory,  but  I never  faw  any  ufed.  Such 
is  the  force  of  example. 

t Amon-a  the  foicmoa  of  W’ horn  was  Chancellor  .'Ipfey,  aftervrards  Earl 
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j round  the  Caflle  anliently  was.  This 
arcade  will  be  very  ufeful  at  the  al- 
fi^es  to  walk  in  (cljjecially  in  bad  wea- 
ther) ; for  a number  of  idle  people  are 
drawn  together  at  tl^at  lime,  who  fre- 
quently crowd  and  dilbirb  the  Courts 
where  there  is  no  other  place  to  (belter 
j under  but  the  halls.  Within  ih«  ar- 
cade is  an  arched  room,  which  may 
he  made  ufe  of  as  a guard-room,  &c. 
for  the  County  or  other  Militia.  At 
j prefent  the  arcade  and  room  adjoining 
j are  occupied  by  the  joiners. 

Thefe  buildings,  together  with  the 
I New  Chapel  in  the  Great  Tower*, 

I make  it  one  of  the  moll  commodious 
! and  healthy  County  Gaols,  as  w'ell  as 
I the  fineft  groupe  of  Calile  building  in 
I the  kingdom  ; the  (lyle  of  the  new 
I cre6lions  being  all  carefully  adapted  to 
I the  old  parts,  or  to  the  manner  of 
I building  at  the  lime  they  were  fup- 
j pofed  to  be  done;  and  they  have  this 
advantage  over  many  of  the  fame  kind, 
that,  from  the  folidiiy  of  their  conllruc- 
tion  without  timber,  they  will  be  little 
j liable  to  be  deflroyed* either  by  Fire  or 
I 1 ime,  twoof  the  nio(lrlellru6live  agents. 

I The  ground  in  front  of  the  new  halls 
j being  laid  open,  very  much  improves 
I this  fide  of  the  Cadle;  and  fince  lh« 
i judgment  and  liberality  of  the  Magill 
I tracy  hare  (b  bir  improved  this  antreut 
ftrndnre,  it  is  mofl  ardently  to  be 
xvilhed  that  it  may  be  extended  to  the 
removal  of  the  old  honles  and  cottages 
jn  front,  which  fo  much  block  up  a^nd 
difgrace  that  magnificent  example  of 
j Gothic  Archite6lure,  the  Gate-way 
j T.OWER,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the 
I old  and  new  buildings. 

The  humane  furgeon,  Mr,  Baxen- 
dale,  is  frequent  in  his  vifns,  and  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  the  fick  priibners; 
he  makes  a regular  entrv,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpole,  of  the  (late  of 
his  patients. 

; Convids  for  tranfportaiion  have  not 
the  King’s  allowance  of  2y.  Qd.  a week. 
The  A6l  for  the  preierv^ion  of  health, 
and  claufcs  againfi  fpirituous  liquors 
are  confipicuoufly  hung  up,  and  the 
prifon  exceedingly  clean.  Pri (oners 
22d  Septehaber,  1802;  debtors  7();  fe- 
lons, &c.  90.  24ih  Oaober,  1805: 
dehiors  74;  felons,  &c.  58;  luna- 
tics 5. 
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Paid  to  theTreafurer  of  ^ 

the  County  10 

Excellent  as  this  Gaol  is,  there  are 
alterations  which  would  confiderably 
improve  it,  and  which  1 beg  leave  re- 
fpe^ fully  to  fuggefi.  Fird,  a private 
way  (or  the  Keeper  into  his  feat  in  the 
chapel,  would  be  much  better  than 
through  the  common  door,  for  very 
obvious  reafoiis  ; and  this  might  ealilv 
be  made  by  a little  alteration  in  the 
prefent  arrangement  of  the  feats. 

Secondly,  The  place  where  the  boiler 
now  Oands,  in  ilie  room  under  the 
Shire-hall,  is  dark  and  inconvenient. 
Fhere  is  a large  fpace  of  ground  unoc- 
cupied near  the  full  ward, "which  would 
admit  of  a good  kitchen,  and  a few 
roouts  for  lunatics,  or  work-Hiops, 
which  might  be  aired  bv  the  kitchen 
flue;  and  by  this  (mail  addition,  a 
greater  degree  of  (bparation  might  he 
obtained  during  the  hours  of  labour. 

Thirdly,  J here  is  no  place  where  n 
perl'on  in  a deranged  date  of  mind  can 
be  kept  feparate  from  the  other  pri- 
(oners.  At  prelent  there  are  five  luna- 
tics, two  of  whom  are  furioufly  mad. 
From  the  want  of  proper  places  to 
keep  them  in,  the  perfona!  (afeiv  of 
the  Keeper  and  his  turnkevs  are  greatly 
endangered.  It  appears  a verv'^defire- 
able  objecl  that  pt-ople  of  thfs  deferip- 
tion  fhould  be  ke[)i  in  an  hofpital,  whete, 
by’  medical  aid  and  proper  ireaiment, 
they  might  be  rendered  more  comfort- 
able than  the  regulations  of  a Gaol 
afford. 

Gf^  the  JVurliJwiife  here  I can  fay 
nothing  which  will  give  you  plcafure'^ 
the  fame  want  of  religious  attentloir 
and  cleaulinels  1 have  lo  often  la- 
mented, prevails 

I.ANCASTER  I'otort  Caof,  is  a rr»ofn  un- 
der ihe  (tairs  of  thel’own  Hail,  15  feet 
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Earnings  of  the  Crown  Prifoners, 
every  expence  attending  the 

labour. 


Giig. 

Year  ending  in  June 

1800. 

Same 

A 

I80I. 

Same 

1802. 

Same 

• — 

1803. 

Same 

• _ 

1804. 

Same 

1805. 

Same 

* The  high  turret  on  the  great  tower  has  obtained  the  name  uf  Jo/m  o'Gaiint's  chair. 
1 had  the  curiofity  to  go  up  and  lit  in  it ; from  hence  there  is  a very  grand  and- e^, tea- 
five  protpett\of  the  adjacent  country. 
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S inches,  by  1 1 feet  five  inches  ; and 
S feet  10  inches  high.  A fire-place 
and  two  barrack  bedfieads,  and  a 
window  about  three  feet  fquare.  The 
door  has  an  aperture  of  12  inches 
Icpiare,  and  over  it  on  a done  tablet  is 
infcribed,  Execulio  juris  nulli  facit  inju- 
tiam,  1669.  Prifoners  are  fent  here, be- 
fore examination.  When  a debtor  is  In 


cuftody  on  a Borough  procefs,  the  of- 
ficer is  under  the  necelTity  of  keeping 
the  prifoner  in  the  Town  Serjeant’s 
houfe  until  the  bufinef*  is  fettled. 

Prifoners  20th  September,  1802, 
none.  24th  0<Slober,  1805,  none. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ; and  believe 
me  ever  gratefully  yours,  &c. 

.Tames  Neild, 
To  Dr,  Lettfom,  London, 


Printed  by  J.  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion-Passage,  Flfct-Straet. 
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Newcastle  uponTyne.  Gaol- 
er, John  Gale.  He  is  a tallow- 
chandler,  and  lives  near  the  priCon. 
Salary  lOOl.  Fees,  felons  14s.  4d.  • 
debtors  14s.  4d. ; befides  which  the 
Under-fheriff  demands  2s.  (id.  on  di(- 
charge  of  a writ  from  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  or  Common  Fleas. 

^ Chaplains,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moifer  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Perkins.  Duty,  on  Sun- 
day none ; but  on  Wednelday  and 
Friday  prayers ; and  once  a month  a 
fermon.  The  chaplains  ofliciate  alter- 
nately a month  each.  Salary,  lOl.  the 
corporation, and  lOl.Sir  JFalter Blackei. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  TVilliam  Fife.  Salary, 
none.  He  makes  a bill,  which  is  al- 
lowed by  the  magillrates  in  (effions. 
Allowance,  debtors,  two  pence  a day, 
on  petition  ; but  this  the  turnkey  told 
me  was  very  difficult  to  obtain.  Al- 
lowance to  felons  three  pence  a-day. 
Number  of  prifoners  Feb.  7,  1802, 
debtors  18,  felons,  &c.  12. 

This  prifon  is  th^  Gate  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  town,  aiiid  was  formerly  a 
fortified  gateway.  There  is  no  court ; 
hut  one  might  be  made  of  the  vacant 
ground  that  lies  Weil  of  the  gaol,  at  a 
little  expence,  as  the  town  wall  is  one 
fide  of  it.  At  my  vifit,  there  was  a 
pig-flye,  with  pigs,  ducks,  &c.  in  it. 
On  the  right-hand  hde  of  the  gateway 
there  is  a paffiage,  eight  yards  by  twm 
yards  and  a half,  in  which  there  is  a 
cock  to  fupply  this  part  of  the  prifon 
with  water ; and  adjoining  to  this  is 
the  condemned-room,  the  only  one 
upon  the  ground  floor ; all  the  others 
are  up  flairs,  both  clean  and  airy.  It 
is  about  fix  yards  by  four  yards  and  a 
half,  with  a fire-place  and  an  iron- 
grated  window,  which  looks  to  the 
Jftreet ; but,  to  prevent  converfation 
with  paflengers,  or  files,  Ac.  being 
conveyed  to  them,  there  is  a palifaded 
wall  ere6led  at  a little  diflance  from 
the  felons  window.  It  is  called  the 
Cap  Room.  There,  are  four  rooms  in 
the  felons  gaol  ; and  no  prifoners  here 
have  fetters,  unlefs  they  be  riotous. 

Over  the  condemned-room  is  another, 
the  fame  fize,  which  looks  to  the  flreet. 
Tirere  is  a fmall  court,  54  feet  by  17, 
with  a bathing-tub  in  it;  but,  not 
being  fecure,  the  felons  have  not  the 
ufe  of  it.  The  left  fide  of  the  gate- 
way is  the  gaol  for  debtors  ; and  on 
the  flatrcafe  leading  to  their  apartments 
there  is  framed  and  glazed,  “ Friends 
vifiting  the  debtors  in  this  prifon  are  to 
take  notice,  that  the  following  are  the 
Gent.  Mag.  February j I80b, 
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hours  of  admiffion,  which  cannot  be 
departed  from,  except  on  very  particu- 
lar occafions  : from  eight  to  nine  in 
the  morning;  from  twelve  to  one  at 
noon;  from  four  to  five  in  the  even- 
ing. Thole  who  negle6l  to  come  out 
at  the  appointed  hour  mull  remain  till 
the  next  opening.” 

Debtors  hive  no  court,  but  walk  on 
the^  battery  at  the  top  of  the  gaol, 
which  is  nearly  84  feet  Iquare,  with  a 
flagged  floor,  and  a lewer  in  one  cor- 
ner; and  on  the  flat  leads,  about  40 
feet  Iquare.  To  thele  two  places  they 
have  accels  at  all  times,  from  monhnLr 
till  night.  There  is  no  difiindtion  of 
debtors.  The  corporation  allow's  au 
iron  bedftead,  a bed-lick,  v/hich  is 
filled  with  new  ‘ chaff  every  three 
months,  one  under  blanket,  two  up- 
per blankets,  and  two  coverlets  (which 
are  fcoured  every  three  months),  both 
to  debtors,  felons,  and  all  deferiptions 
of  piifeners.  There  are  eight  lodging- 
rooms  for  debtors  ; and  every°oiie 
fleeps  Angle  if  the  prifon  will  admit  it. 
They  fucceed  to  the  beft  rooms  by  fe- 
niority  of  confinement;  and  every” one 
is  required  to  attend  Divine  fervice 
(except  prevented  by  illnefs),  who  does 
not  profefs  himfelf  of  a different  per- 
fuafion.  ^ All  prifoners  are  allowed  as 
much  firing  as  they  can  confume  with- 
out wafle,  and  mops,  brooms,  pails, 
&c.  to  keep  the  prifon  clean.  Any 
one  who  inifibehaves  is  tried  by  a court, 
at  which  the  fenior  debtor  prefides, 
and  fined  according  to  rules  laid  down 
for  preferving  good  behaviour  in  the 
prifon.  All  communication  with  him 
is  interdided  till  the  fine  is  paid.  If 
he  conceives  himfelf  hardly  judged,  he 
applies  to  the  keeper,  who  examines 
into  the  matter,  and  fettles  it  accord- 
ingly. This  relates  to  petty  offence.s 
committed  againfl  the  peace  of  the 
prifon. 

^ his  is  one  of  the  very  few  gaols 
that  have  what  is  called  in  London 
They  extend  South  of  the 
prifon  to  a running  water,  arched  over, 
called  Execution  Dock,  and  on  the 
Laft  of  the  prifon,  down  High  Frver- 
flreet  about  200  yards,  to  a rivulet  called 
Loik  Burn*,  now  arched  o\er  with 

* Lork  Burn,  up  which  for  a confidcrable 
way  the  tide  flowed  formerly,  made  a 
divifion  antiently  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
SidCf  a flreet  fo  called.  This  runner  of 
water  was  covered  over  with  flone 
i6q6.  Vide  Hutchinfon’s  Hiftory  of 
Durham. 

flon^. 
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ftone.  As  the  keeper  cannot  find  by 
what  auihority  thele  rules  were  granted, 
no  debtors  are  indulged  in  the  nle  oi 
them  but  ihofe  of  good  charafler  who 
are  confined  for  (’mail  fuins. 

The  debtors  dav-room  (and  in  which 
Divine  fervice  is  performed;  is  27  feet 
by  2!  ; and  there  is  confpicuoufly 
painted  on  a board,  and  hung  up, 
**  Be  it  iiuderflood,  that  no  debtor  on 
his  entrance  into,  or  departure  from, 
this  prifon  is  liable  to  the  payment  of 
any  fum  of  money  for  the  purchafe  of 
beer,  hereioiore  exacted  under  the  title 
of  garnijh.  No  money,  under  any 
pretence  whatever,  can  be  levied  oil 
the  relations  and  friends  of  debtors  vi- 
liting  them  in  this  prifon.” 

Any  debtors  committed  by  procefs 
ififuing  out  of  the  mayor’s  or  Iheriff’s 
court  for  a debt  exceeding  10 1.  is  en- 
titled to  his  Jix'pences  in  about  fix 
months  ; but,  as  he  mufi  employ  an 
attorney  of  the  court,  whofe  charge  is 
four  guineas,  they  are  feldom  obtained. 
It  is  a pity  that,  in  fo  refpecSlable  and 
opulent  a town,  there  is  not  a fund  efta- 
bllfhed  for  that  purpofe,  ap  at  Win- 
chefter,  Gloucelter,  &c.  &c.  If  the 
debt  is  under  lOl.  by  ferving  the  plain- 
tiff with  14  days  notice,  he  is  entitled 
to  his  Jixpences  the  firfi  fheriff’s  court, 
which  is  held  twice  a week.  Debtors 
are  fent  here  from  the  Court  of  Con- 
fcience.  The  Acf  for  the  prefervation 
©f  health,  and  the  claufes  againft  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  are  confpicuoufly  hung 
up,  and  the  whole  prifon  very  clean. 
Debtors,  Sept.  (),  1802,  12  ; felons, 
&c.  10. 

There  is  alfo  at  Newcaflle  a fmall 
gaol  called  The  Otjlle  Garth,  to  which 

iirifoners  are  (ent  from  Morp/Cth,  which 
[ have  before  defcribed  in  the  Gentle- 
man’s Masazinc  for  April  1804. 

'File  Otd  lloufe  of  CorrfSiion,  called 
The  Stj/io?is  Prifon.  Ricfiard  Hill, 
town’s  marfhal,  keeper.  Salary  15 1. 
and  for  the  bridewell  5l.  Fees,  one 
fhilling  entrance,  and  one  fhilling  on 
difcharge,  Allowance,  three  pence  a 
day  and  coals.  No  chaplain  ; no  court; 
no  water ; no  employ.  Two  rooms, 
one  lor  men,  and  the  other  for  wo- 
men, and  a dungeon,  nov/  iifed  as  a 
cellar.  Stray/  6n  Itarrack  hedfteads, 
three  hlaitkeis  and  a coverlet  eacli. 
Criminals  are  fent  here  for  trial  at  the 
Quarter  Seflions,  Prifoners,  Sept,  b, 
1802,  four. 

Bridewell.  Keeper,  Edward  Man- 
iiefb,  as  deputy  to  liichard  Hill.  Salary 


5 1.  and  the  profit  of  the  prifoners 
work.  No  chaplain.  Surgeon  from 
the  Difpenfary  when  wanted.  Allow- 
ance, three  pence  a day  and  coals.  A 
room  below  for  the  keeper,  and  one 
adjoining  for  women,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  fpinning.  In  the  new  build- 
ing are  four  rooms  with  chimneys. 
Three  of  them,  on  the  ground  floor, 
are  17  feet  by  12,  and  arched  with 
brick.  In  one  room  the  men,  by  a 
machine,  beat  hemp  and  flax  ; but, 
none  being  to  he  procured  when  I was 
there,  they  were  all  (eleven  in  number) 
unemployed.  Twu)  upper  rooms,  one 
for  men,  the  other  for  women.  The 
walls  of  the  court  not  being  fecure, 
the  prifoners  have  no  accefs  to  it,  nor 
any  ufe  made  of  five  linall  rooms  in 
it.  Water  is  laid  on  by  a pipe  to  the 
houfe,  but  fo  ill  fupplied,  that  the 
keeper  told  me  he  was  frequently 
obliged  to  fetch  it  for  his  own  ufe. 
Neither  the  AcF  for  prefervation  of 
health,  or  claufes  againft  fpirituous 
liquors  hung  up,  Prifoners,  Sept.  6', 
1S02,  eleven  men,  two  women. 

Morpeth.  Gaoler,  John  Blake. 
Salary  8OI.  Fees,  debtors  12s.  6d. ; 
befides  which  the  Under-flieriff  de- 
mands a fee  of  2 s.  6d.  for  his  liherute ; 
and  if  upon  a fnperfedeas,  (is.  8d.  Fe- 
lons fees,  13s.  4d.  Tranfports,  only 
expenccs.  Garnifh,  a gallon  of  ale  or 
porter  from  debtors  ui>on  coming  in 
and  difcharge  out  of  prifon.  Chaplain, 
llev.  Mr.  Nicholfon.  Duty,  formerly, 
Sunday,  Tuelday,  Friday.  Salary  30 1. 
The  falary  is  now  railed  to  40l.  ; and 
the  duty,  prayers  and  a fermon  Sun- 
day afternoon,  except  to  perfons  under 
fentence  of  death,  and  then  daily. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Douglas  Sands.  Salary 
none : he  makes  a hill.  Allowance 
to  felons,  four  pence  ardav  ; and  ihofe 
debtors  who  are  poor,  and  |)etition  the 
magiiiraies,  ha\  e the  fame  allowance. 

On  the  left  entrance  is  the  debtors 
day-room,  23  feet  by  I9,  and  12  feet 
high.  This  iikewiie  is  the  chapel. 
On  the  right  hand,  two  fieps  below 
ground,  is  the  black  hole  or  dungeon 
lV)r  felons,  21  feet  4 inches  by  12  feet 
2,  with  a boarded  floor ; llraw,  two 
blankets,  and  two  rugs,  each  prilbner. 
An  offenfive  ])rivy  in  it  ; and  the  win- 
dow only  18  inches  bv  9-  In  the 
centre  of  the  building  is  a iiuall  court 
abtit  25  feet  fquare,  with  a ptimp  in  it, 
which  i^  principally  ufed  for  thedebtort 
to  wafh  themlelves,  and  is  likewile  a 
^)uflage  to  the  keeper’s  large  garden,  of 
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which  debtors  have  the  daily  ufe.  In 
this  court  are  five  lleeping  cells,  two 
below,  not  ufed  on  account  of  their 
dampnefs,  and  three  above,  each  9 
feet  by  6 feet  7 inches,  and  arched 
roofs.  The  middle  tower,  over  the 
dungeon,  is  about  23  feet  fquare,  and 
occafionally  ufed  by  debtors  and  felons, 
but  not  at  the  fame  time.  It  has  a 
fire^-place  and  a fewer  in  it.  The  two 
windows  are  glazed  and  iron  grated, 
3 feet  7 by  3 feet  each,  with  an  aper- 
ture in  the  door  about  8 inches 
fquare.  Over  this  is  the  high  tower, 
which  is  divided  into  two  apartments ; 
one  24  feet  10  inches  by  15  feet  8,  and 
two  grated  windows ; the  other  14 
feet  by  6 feet  10  ; with  one  window, 
a fire-place,  and  neceflary  in  each. 
Here  a woman  felon  put  in  pra6lice  a 
fingular  fcheme  to  get  into  the  men’s 
ward,  which  decency  forbids  me  to 
relate.  On  the  debtors  fide  of  the  pri- 
fon,  there  is  on  the  firft  floor  one  room 
for  women,  about  14  feet  fquare,  and 
another,  18  feet  by  15.  The  fecond 
fiory  has  five  rooms,  to  which  the 
keeper  furniflies  beds  from  two  (hil- 
lings to  one  fhilling  per  week.  The 
tapper  ftory  has  two  rooms,  the  larged 
of  which,*  18  feet  fquare,  is  ufed  as  a 
free  ward  when  the  middle  tower  has 
felons  in  it.  The  other  room,  ufed  as 
gn  infirmary^,  is  14  feel  by  10,  with  a 
large  clofet,  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 
Water  is  acceffible  to  debtors  at  all 
times,  and  it  is  carried  to  the  felons. 
There  is  no  uniform  cloathing,  but  the 
county  allows  what  is  fuitable  to  the 
poor  and  needy.  The  want  of  a pro- 
per infirmary,  bath,  and  oven,  it  was 
intended  to  prefenl  at  the  General 
Quarter  Sefiions.  I found  the  prifon 
ke[)t  as  clean  as  the  bad  conftruclion 
of  it  would  admit.  Prifoners,  Sept,  g, 
1802,  debtors  11,  felons  2. 

My  dear  Friend,  Improvement  in 
prifons  makes  hut  flow  progrefs  in 
ihefe  Northern  difiri6fs.  They  are  in 
general  verv  ill  conftru^led  to  anfwer 
any  purpofe,  except  that  of  fecurity  ; 
but  they  have  one  advantage  (and  a 
great  one  that  is)  over  mod  others, 
which  is,  the  cheapnefs  of  coals,  and 
with  which  they  are  very  liberally  (up- 
plied  by  the  confideraie  Magidrates, 
having  as  much  as  they  can  confume 
without  wafie,  The  draw’  and  rugs 
are  both  comfortable  and  clean.  Thefe 
in  a great  meafure  countera6l  efiecls 
which,  I think,  would  otherwife  be 
produced  i and  the  prifoners  neither 


look  fqualid  nor  fickly.  To-morrow 
I fet  out  for  Berwick.  Adieu. 

Yours,  truly,  James  Neild. 


Mr.  Urpan,  11- 

I SHUDDERED  at  Mr.  Neild’s  ao- 
count  of  the  Oubliette  in  Durham 
Cadle,  Tol.  EXXV.  p.  989  ; and  ear- 
neftly  hope  that  the  worthy  Bi(hop, 
whole  property  it  ia,  will  lole  no  time 
in  having  it  filled  up.  The  prelent 
gaoler  may  be  truded  ; but  fuch  a hor- 
rible dungeon  (hould  not  remain.  Let 
it  not  be  faid  there  is  one  Ouhlietle  in 
BriiKh  ground.  Melancthon". 

Mr.  Urban,  Chelfeay  Feb.  3. 

IN  my  account  of  Durham  Gaol, 
publillied  in  the  Gentleman’s  Ma- 
gazine for  November  1805  (p.  99^^)* 
information  which  I received  concern- 
ing Dr.  Hartwell’s  legacy  appears  to 
have  been  incorreci ; it  there  dates, 

“ Now  in  this  there  mud  be  great 
arrears  due,  as  it  is  feveral  years  dnce 
any  perfon  in  this  gaol  received  the 
benefit  5 but,  as  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration of  Durham  are  trujiees,  and 
a very  refpeCiable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Woodifield)  clerk  and  treafurer,  this 
bufinefs  will,  no  doubt,  very  foon  be 
invedigated,” 

To  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s  1 
beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  refpeftfwl  ac- 
knowledgments, for  the  honour  done 
me  by  the  following  authentic  account 
of  Doctor  Hartwell’s  legacy;  viz. 
“ The  edate  ai  Fifhbourne,  out  of 
which  this  legacy  is  paid,  as  well  as 
feveral  others,  is  fomewhat  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  di (charge  of  the  ordi- 
nary demands  niade  on  the  treaiurer 
according  to  the  will.  The  rents  are 
regularly  paid  by  the  tenant  to  the  trea- 
direr ; there  is  theretore  a yearly  fur- 
plus  in  hand,  but  there  are  no  arrears 
due  from  the  tenant,  becanfe  his  rents 
are  regularly  paid,  nor  from  the  trnf- 
tees,  becanle  there  is  no  money  undif- 
pofec!  of  which  is  due  to  any  demand 
by  will.  If  the  demands  of  the  year 
do  not  ecjual  the  20l.  the  will  has  not 
provided  (or  the  difpolal  of  the  furplus  ; 
it  of  courfe  remains  in  the  hands  of  th® 
treafurer  of  the  charity.  Out  of  this 
accumulating  furplus  tne  Trudees  have 
occafionally  relieved  very  great  di(^ 
trefs,  as  they  did  a few  years  dnce  in 
the  tenant  of  the  efiale,  whofe  corn 
crops  had  been  dedroyed  by  the  tre- 
mendous hail-dorm  which  did  fo  much 
mifchief  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Sedge- 
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Sedgefield,  in  the  year  1792.  They 
allowed  him  60I.  at  two  different  pay- 
ments, towards  repairing  the  lots  of 
his  corn  crop.  There  were  five  debtors 
releafed  out  of  gaol  lafl  year  (1805); 
‘none  the  two  previous  years  ; four  in 
1802;  none  in  1801;  one  in  1800; 
none  in  1799  ; 1708;  four 

in  1797.  The  perfons  to  be  releafed 
are  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  ; if  none  are  releafed,  it 
is  becaufe  none  are  nominated.  The 
Mayor  and  Corporation  arc  not  the 
Trufiees  ; but  they  nominate  obje6ls 
as  directed  by  the  will,  and  recommend 
to  the  charity,  and  their  recommenda- 
tion is  always  accepted.  The  Trufiees 
appointed  in  Dr.  Hartwell’s  will  are 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham,  or 
any  three  of  them.  The  a6ling  Trus- 
tees ha\*e  been  for  many  years  the 
Dean  and  four  of  the  Prebendaries  : as 
vacancies  happen  in  the  trufi  by  death, 
other  Prebendaries  are  e!e<51ed  by  the 
furviving  Trufiees.  Befldes  the  Bifhop 
of  Lichfield,  who  is  Dean,  the  prefent 
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ele61ed  Trufiees  are  the  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefier,  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s,  the 
Bifliop  of  Norwich,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  G.  Bowyer. 

I have  likewife  been  informed,  that 
the  Dean  of  Durham  (Bifhop  of  Lich- 
field) has  increafed  his  annual  benevo- 
lence to  the  foup  eftablifhment  to  10 
guineas,  and  that  the  furgeon’s  falafy 
is  61.  6s.  per  annum,  and  his  bill  for 
medicines. 

P.  S.  The  following  gentlemen  are 
the  prefent  twelve  Trufiees  under 
Bifhops  Wood’s  Will,  which  has 
ceafed  to  be  in  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration fmce  they  loft  their  charter  in 
1768,  viz.  Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  bart. ; 
Sir  JohnEden,  bart. ; Henry  Mills,  efq.; 
Ralph  Ord,efq.;  Rowland  Burdon,efq. 
M.  P.  ; Charles  Spearman,  efq. ; Rev. 
John  Hutton;  Rev.  Wm.  Nesfield; 
Arthur  Mowbray,  efq. ; F.  Johnfon, 
efq.  ; William  RufTell,  efq.  ; and  R. 
J.  Fenwick,  efq.  Colonel  of  the  Dur- 
ham Volunteer  Infantry. 

Yours,  &c.  James  Neild. 


Hr,  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Durham  Prifons,  ^ 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE 
GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 
FOR  JANUARY  1806. 


To  John  Gurney,  q/'Earlham,  Efq. 
Sir,  Jan.  18. 

I WISH  to  call  to  your  recollection, 
my  having  met  you  in  the  llreet, 
foon  after  your  return  from  Weyri) out h, 
I believe  in  September  or  06lober  hifi, 
anti  my  having  requeiled  you  to  favour 
me  with  half  an  hotir’s  converlation  on 
the  fubjecl  of  our  Workhoufe,  which 
you  declined.  Permit  me  to  fay,  that 
had  you  indulged  me  in  this  inftance, 
you  probably  would  not  have  com- 
mitted yourfelf,  in  giving  your  re- 
fpeclable  nametothe  milVeprefeniaiions 
in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  De- 
cember laft,  p.  1 124;  and  i Ihould  have 
been  fpared  the  unplea  fa  nt  tafk  of  no- 
ticing them  in  this  public  manner. 

Having  been  with  Mr.  Neild  when 
he  vifited  the  Workhoule,  1 beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  the  feveral  fa6ls  which  I 
fliall  adduce,  are  fadls  within  my  own 
knowledge,  whereas  moft  of  yours 
mull  necelfarily  have  been  derived 
from  the  information  or  affurances 
of  others.  I fhall  follow  your  example 
in  taking  vour  feveral  articles  in  fuc- 
ceffion. 

1 It.  JVlmt  is  thus  called  was  a Night 
Stool,  &'c.  Your  having  called  it  by 
a name  diffe  ent  to  that  by  which  Mr. 
Nedd  defignated  it,  cannot  have  altered 
its  nature  ; and  1 have  t )e  evidence  of 
my  offended  lenfes  in  Uying,  that  it 
was  a mod  fil:hv  and  dilgnlliiig  appa- 
ratus, utterly  unfit  ’o  have  been  in  the 
infide  of  anv  1 uman  habitation  ; and 
that  it  mud  have  great!)  contributed  to 
deteriorate  the  air  in  the  "oom,  which, 
even  v\  ..hoi’'  it,  could  not  have  been 
very  pfire,  when  74  pti-^^cns  inhabited  it 
nigb  and  Jav.  Whether  females  were 
condant  inhabitants  01  the  room  I know 
no'  : but  I am  much  midaken,  if  there 
were  not  fome  ther  when  Mr.  Neild 
vifited  it.  You  probably,  however,  do 
not  know  that  time  oui  of  mind,  there 
has  been  a fingular  i>aitial<ty,  in  the 


managers  of  our  workhoufes,  for  ihcfe 
accommodating  contri\'aiices.  Mitre 
than  20  years  ago,  I was  eledled  a tem- 
porarv  guardian.  Onmvfitd  vifit  lu 
that  capacity  to  St.  Andrews’s  work- 
houfe, I obferved  in  a clofe  and  badlv- 
ventilated  pafiage,  between  two  fick 
rooms  (for  at  that  time  there  were  lick 
rooms  in  nie)  and  near  the  d^sor  of  each 
room,  open  tubs  as  receptacles  for  the 
ordure  produced  in  eacn  room  ; thefe 
tubs  were  very  capacioits,  and  for  an 
obvious  realba ; I’maller  ones  would 
have  occafioned  to  the  adiflauts  greater 
fatigue,  ^ by  more  frequent  journeys 
down  dairs  to  empty  them.  As  a freifh 
guardian  I thought  thefe  very  otfenfive; 
and  as  a medical  man,  I thought  them 
very  injurious  ; and  like  yourfelf  em- 
ployed an  ingenious  archiieA  to  ex- 
amine the  premifes,  to  afeertain  w hether 
water-clofets  could  not  be  made  in 
them.  His  report  being  faiisfadlorv,  I 
applied  to  the  Court,  and  water-clolets 
were  made,  and  for  a while  were  ufed, 
in  inv  humble  but  j>erha;>s  mitiakeii 
opinion,  with  a manifed  advantage 
over  the  fortner  accommodations  ; but 
the  w'ater  which  lerved  them,  being 
raifed  by  mechanical  means  and  requi- 
ring every  now  and  then  a little  niuf- 
cular  exertion,  and  Labour  being  al- 
mod  nniverfallv  difeourayed  in  work- 
houfes,  they  were  humanely  fijffereJ  to 
fall  into  difufe,  the  apertures  were 
nailed  up,  and  the  old  and  more  fa- 
vourite mode  of  dirpofiiig  perfoiaal 
fuperfluities  again  retorted  to. 

2d.  ‘‘  This  ji  at  cm  ent  is  generally  cor* 
reSi,  and  the  guardians  lamenling, 

The  inconveniences  arifing  fiom  the 
abominable  cudom  of  the  pmor,  eabng, 
drinking,  and  fleeping  in  the  fame 
rooms,  have  indeed  been  a long  while 
lamented  hv  fome  of  the  guardians  ; and 
a drr>ng  report  on  this  fubjecl  was  made 

by  the  Sc'ecial  Provifion  Committee f 

many  years  ago,  but  it  was  not  adopted 


•p  To  prevent  this  fuperfluou.5  confumptlcn  of  nrovifions  in  future,  we  think  it  would 
be  right  to  make  all  the  poor  dine  together,  and  in  the  Duke’s  Palace  Workhoufe  we 
found  two  large  rooms  at  liberty,  which  w’ould  very  commodioully  anfwer  thepurpofe 

of 
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by  ihe  Court,  and  of  courfe  never  a6led 
wpon.  It  is  alfo  true  that  in  OcSlober 
lad,  another  report  was  made  by 
another  Provifion  Committee  (exciife 
my  Egotifm  in  telling  you,  that  1 my- 
xtlf  moved  for  both  tliefe  committees)  ; 
and  in  this  the  proj)riety  of  the  poor 
dining  together  was  again  urged  ; the 
Court  has  not  however  vet  taken  it  into 
conlideration,  but  it  is  referred  to  anot  her 
committee  to  be  reconfidered,  and  re- 
reported,  but  though  evidently  in  no 
hurry  about  the  bufinefs,  I would 
hope  the  Court  will  ultimately  confent 
10  a raeafure  fo  obviouflv  requifite  and 
ialutary. 

3d.  ‘‘  The  room  has  been  three  times 
while- vmfkcdy'  isfe. 

Whether  your  aflertion  be  true  in 
facl  or  not,  the  actual  date  of  the  room 
certainly  bore  no  tedimony  to  it;  it 
was  throughout  difgudingly  nady  ; and 
It  apjreared  very  improbable  that  the 
dirt  on  the  floor,  (and  particirlarly  that 
tinder  the  beds)  could  have  accumu- 
lated in  the  fliort  interval  of  24  hours. 

4th.  This  reprefentation  appeared  to 
me,"  fe-'c. 

Had  your  eye  been  fortunate  enough 
to  have  caught  a glance  of  the  errata 
tn  the  Magazine  for  November,  vour 
ingenious  arcbite6l  might  have  been 
i'aved  fome  trouble,  lor  you  would 
have  found  inftead  of  Irohe,  it  flionld 
have  been  Jhnt  Mr,  Neild  tells  me, 
the  original  lent  to  the  printers  was 
thus,  “ The  window-panes  and  cale- 
inents  fraall,  the  latter  all  flint,”  That 
the  panes  or  querries  were  not  larae, 
your  Ingenious  architeol  proves  in 
ihying,  they  W'ere  hut  two  inches 
fquare. 

5th.  “ There  is  not,  rior  teas  miy  Jink 
whatever  in  the  room,"  isfe. 

I have  jud  been  into  the  room,  and 
•ertainly  cannot  now  find  a (ink  in  it, 
nor  even  a vefiige  of  your  night-dool  *. 
You  may  be  right  too  in  laying,  there 
never  was  one,  but  vqu  might  have 
found  one  at  the  toji  of  the  da1rs ; and 
whatever  was  the  exa6t  dtuation  of  the 


fink  or  finks,  I cannot  forget  that  there 
was  one,  down  which  much  filth 
apf)eared  to  have  been  recently  thrown. 

6th.  “ There  are  upwards  of  30 
r 007ns,"  &fc. 

We  vifited  all  therooms  tbemidrefs of 
the  houfe  led  us  into;  but  it  is  likely 
enough,  we  did  not  fee  all  in  the  houle; 
we  faw enough  howevertobe  convinced 
that  it  was  a mod  wretched  refidence  for 
human  beings  ; and  fiich  as  difgraced 
not  only  the  management  of  the  houfe, 
but  even  the  civilization  of  the  city. 

7th.  “ The  room  here  deferihed,"  (Sfc, 
Not  being  near  Mr.  Neild  when  he 
obtained  this  information,  I can  per- 
fonally  fay  nothing  of  the  circumdance,  I 
but,  had  it  been  as  you  date  it,  1 think 
too  many  were  crammed  together. 

8th.  “/  710W  come  to  the  hoys'  ro(r7n,'* '' 
c. 

I was  too  much  difguded  with  this 
filthy  room,  not  to  rccolle6I  perfectly 
that  the  circumdaiices  were  precitely 
as  dated  by  Mr.  Neild  ; the  wooden, 
nrinals  had  no  appearance  of  having 
been  recently  waihed  ; the  common 
depofit  of  urine  was  thick  on  the  bot- 
toms and  Tides  of  thefe  veflels  ; and  the 
putrid  accumulations  under  one  boy's 
bed,  which  your  mifiiiformer  favs  was 
impoflible,  was  mod  oflen lively  con- 
fpicuous,  both  on  the  umlcr-fui-face  of 
the  bed  and  on  the  floor. 

f)th.  “ i have  the  authoTifij  of  one  of 
the f/(rgco7is,"  isfe. 

I har'e  alfo  the  written  authority  of 
the  fame  furgeon,  figned  with  his  own 
name,  and  which  is  much  at  variance 
with  yours.  Compare  them  both. 

Account  in  Magazine. 


With  the 
Small  Pox. 


To  have  it. 


Long  room 

s 

4 

W;rfl;ers  room 

6 

0 

Family  room 

6 

9 

County's  room 

3 

0 

Girl’s  room 

4 

6 

Total 

27 

19 

The  Surgeon’s  account. 

An  account  of  perions  in  the  different 


of  eating-rooms  ; and  as  there  appears  to  be  no  obftacle  to  its  being  done,  we  recom- 
inendto  thisCourt,  that  the  poor  fhould  in  future  all  dine  together,  being  perfuaded  that 
they  would  be  mcic  equally  fed,  the  gene-ral  confumption  of  food  would  be  lefs*  the 
notorious  praa.ce  of  felling  provifions  would  be  put  a ffop  to  ; it  would  be  more 
cleanly,  as  one  fource  of  dirt  is  the  eating  upon  the  beds  ; it  would  be  more  decent  and 
orderly  ; ynd  the  whole  number  of  paupers  being  once  a day  colkfted  together,  the  real 
number  m the  houfe  could  be  better  afeertained  than  it  is  at  prefent.  See  Reports  of 
the  Special  Provifion  Committee,  &c.  By  Edward  Rigby,  17 ss,  p 4i  ^ 

* 'ihis  workhoufe  has  been  Cleared  of  its  inhabitants  fince  Mr.' Neild’s  vifit,  and 
flic  famitwre  removed,  auu 
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tt)oms  in  the  workhoufe  down  with  the 
Small-Pox,  and  recovering. 

Long  room  8 

Wailier’s  room  6 

Family  room  7 1 in  danger. 

County’s  room  3 

Girl  s room  4 1 in  danger. 

School  room  i 

Lying  room  O 

Total  QQ  all  children. 

Not  one  hath  been  inoculated. 

July  13,  1805.  James  Robinsont. 
An  apcount  of  perfons  in  the  different 
rooms  in  the  workhoufe,  that  have  not 
had  the  Small-Pox. 

Long  room  6 

Wafher’s  room  0 

Family  room  p 

County’s  room  0 

Girl’s  room  il 

School  room  O 

Lying-in  room  4 except  l adult, 

— all  children. 

Total  SO 

July  13,  1305.  James  Robinson. 
The  difference  between  the  total 
iiiunbers  of  thele  accounts,  you  will 
find  is  13,  more  than  a fourih  of  the 
lUghell  number.  I will  acknowledge, 
that  Mr.  Robinfon  has  within  a few 
days  attempted  to  explain  this  variance 
by  laying,  the  account  he  gave  you 
was  a correSied  one  ; and  he  laid  loo, 
that  fome  time  ago  he  gave  me  a limiiar 
corre6l.ed  account.  I recollehl  noihino' 
of  this ; but  if  I did,  1 Ihould  Hill  con- 
fider  the  firft  account  as  the  mofl  cor- 
reft  ; was  it  indeed  probable,  in  re- 
porting fuch  a melancholv  infiance  of 
niifmanagement,  by  which  lo  many 
human  lives  were  expoled  to  danger, 
and  eventually  fome  were  facrili«;d’ 
and  in  which  he  himfelf  could  not  he 
without  blame,  that  he  Ihould  magni- 
fy the  circurnftance,  and  exhibit  it 
as  worle  than  it  acluallv  was  ? or,  had 
it  been  a circumllance'of  tio  imerell, 
and  in  merely  haftiiy  numbering  and 
letting  down  names  he  had  made 
a miftake,  is  it  not  more  likely  that  he 
would  have  erred  in  oimllions  than  in 
auditions?  But,  allowing  it  to  have  been 
cxa6tlya3  you  have  Hated  it,  whatdo  vour 
humane  friends,  the  managers  of'this 
workhoufe,  gain  in  reputation  by  this 
diminifhed  account  ? The  principle 
of  inattention  is  as  much  eftablifhed, 
had  the  wretched  number  been  half,  as 
had  it  been  double  ; and  to  this  prin- 
ciple you  have  equally  as  Mr.  Neild 
bore  tellimony. 

10th.  * ‘ The  want  of  a ftch  roomf  &c, 
Vou  will  be  furpriaed  when  I tell  you 
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that  there  were,  and  always  had  been^ 
lick  rooms  in  this  workhoufe;  and 
that,  had  they  been  kept  clean,  they 
would  have  been  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pofe  ; but  the  lurgeons  were  not  "[ler- 
mitted  to  ule  them.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  upon  what  principle  of  ceco- 
nomy,  policy^-.^r  humanity,  this  ex- 
traordinary inhibition  could  have  bem 
founded.  It  could  not  have  arilen 
from  an  extraordinary  crowded  Rate 
of  the  honfe,  for  this  was  far  from  the 
cafe  ; on  the  contrary,  fome  years  ao-o, 
I believe  in  1800,  the  houfe  had  double 
the  number  of  perlbns  in  it ; and  yet, 
I am  told,  the  lick-rooms  were  at  that 
time  ufed  as  fuch.  The  annexed  affi- 
davit and  letter  will  give  you  all  I 
know  on  the  fubjecl  ; and,  in  the 
communication  ol  fo  lingular  a cir— 
cumflance,  1 have  thought  it  right  to 
put  my  tellimony  into  the  moll  un- 
queftionabie  ffiape  the  law  allows  of. 

Copy  of  Affidavit. 

“ City  and  County  of  Norwich. — The 
Depofition  of  Edward  Rigby,  efq.  mayor 
^ of  the  faid  City,  taken  on  oath  before 
me,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the 
peace  for  the  faid  city  and  county,  this 
firft  day  of  Auguft,  1805. 

This  Deponent  faith  that,  on  Satur- 
day the  thirteenth  day  of  July  laft,  he 
met  James  Keymer,  one  of  the  City  Sur- 
geons, in  the  ftreet  ; and  having  ex— 
prefted  to  him  this  Deponent’s  concern, 
at  hearing  there  were  fo  many  perfons  in. 
the  Workhoufe  affliaed  with  the  Small 
Pox,  and  that  there  was  no  ieparate  room 
appropriated  for  them,  or  to  thateffea; 
he  the  laid  James  Keymer  replied,  that 
he  had  repeatedly  applied  to  the  Commit- 
tees to  have  a feparate  room  for  the  lick  - 
but  they  told  him  the  faid  James  Keymer* 
that  they  fuppofed  he  made  this  applica- 
tion to  fave  himlelf  trouble  in  v^ifiting  the 
patients  in  lep, irate  rooms,  and  that  they 
the  faid  Committees  fhould  not  grant 
fuch  requeft.  And  this  Deponent  farther 
faith,  that  the  faid  James  Keymer  re- 
peated fuch  converfation  more  than  once 
to  this  Deponent,  in  the  Sword-bearer’s 
Office  in  this  City.  And  this  Deponent 
farther  faith,  that  he  vifited  the  Duke’s 
Palace  Workhoufe  in  this  City,  and  he 
there  faw  Mr.  James  Robinfon,  another 
of  the  City  furgeons,  on  Sunday  morning 
the  14th  day  of  July,  and  fuggefted  to 
the  faid  James  Robinfon  the  propriety  of 
immediately  removing  the  Patients  la- 
bouring under  the  Small  Pox  in  that 
hpufe,  from  the  feveral  rooms  in  which 
they  then  were,  and  having  fuch  rooms 
ventilated,  cleaned,  and  white-wafhed ; 
to  which  the  faid  James  Robinfon  faid* 
that  it  could  not  be  done  without  an  ap- 
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plication  to  the  Committee;  and  he  verily 
believed,  if  he  were  to  make  fuch  an  ap- 
plication, the  Committee  would  only  laugh 
at  him.  And  this  Deponent  faith,  that  the 
faid  James  Robinfon  had  voluntarily  deli- 
vered to  this  Deponent,  on  the  preceding 
day,  the  Report  of  the  State  of  the  Small 
pox  in  the  Duke’s  Palace  Workhoufe,  a 
copy  whereof  fs  hereto  annexed  * ; and 
that  on  that  occafion,  and  at  other  times, 
the  faid  James  Robinfon  informed  this 
Deponent,  that  he  had  entered  a fimilar 
Report  into  the  ufual  book  for  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  Committee, 

“ Edward  Rigbv,  Mayor. 

‘‘‘  Sworn  before  me  this  ift  day  of 
Auguft,  iso.'s.  John  Browne.” 
Copy  of  a Letter  to  Edward  Rigby,  Efq. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ T cheerfully  comply  with  your  requeft, 
and  now  fend  you  a ftatement  of  part  of 
Mr,  Kcvmer’s  converfation  at  your  houfe, 
on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  2‘Jd  July. 
In  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  I made  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Robbards,  Rating, 
that  no  formal  communication  had  been 
made  by  the  City  Surgeon  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Court  of  Guardians,  on  the 
Rate  of  the  Workhoufe  in  refptcl  to  the 
Small  Pox,  I decfare  that  Mr.  Keyrner 
faid,  that  a formal  and  regular  report  on 
that  fubjeft  had  been  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  him,  and  that  the  proof  of  his 
having  done  fo,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
book  which  he  keeps  at  one  of  the  fur- 
geons  in  attendance  at  the  Workhoufe  ; 
who  added,  that  in  a converfation  he 
had  on  the  fame  topic  with  fome  gentle- 
men of  the  Committee,  when  he  urged 
tlie  propriety  of  immediately  feparating 
the  Small  Pox  patients  from  the  other 
paupers  of  the  Houfe,  and  placing  them 
together  in  one  room  ; he  \vas  anfweied, 
that  they  (the  Gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee) fuppofed  he  made  that  propofal  for 
the  fake  of  faving  trouble  to  himfclf ; and 
that  it  was  his  duty,  and  that  he  muft 
go  on,  to  attend  the  hek  as  they  lay  in  the 
feveral  rooms  of  the  Workhoufe  as  ufual. 

“ The  above  is,  I affure  you  on  my  ho- 
nour, not  merely  the  fubflance,  but  almoft 
the  words  of  Mr.  Keymer’s  reply  to  me 
when  I made  the  obfervation  befoie- 
mentioned.  I will  only  add,  that  though 
1 am  not  willing  to  take  an  oath  unne- 
ceflarily,  1 am  perfeftly  ready  to  corrobo- 
rate this  ftatement  in  the  moft  foleran 
manner,  if  any  ferious  proceedings  are 
intended  to  be  inffituted  in  this,  by  n‘;e 
much  regretted,  difpute.  I am,  dear  Sir, 
“ Yours  refpeftfully,  W.  Daurymple. 
“ Noricichy  Auguft  1,  180.">.” 


* This  is  the  nbeve  Certificate,  figned 
James  Robinson. 


Jlih,  With  refpeSt  to  the  hoy  Ray* 
ner^  i^c. 

1 am  pleafed  to  find  you  think  this 
mode  of  punifhment  fhould  be  laid 
afide,  as  you  fay  it  muil  at  any  rate 
have  “ the  appearance  of  evil.”  I can 
give  you  another  reafon  why  it  ought 
nor  to  have  been  ufed,  even  by  the 
prefent  humane  Committee-men;  it 
hajipens  to  be  contrary  to  the  flatute 
in  that  cafe  made  and  provided,  in  the 
ninth  ieclion  of  the  Norwich  Work- 
houle  Aot  (Xih  of  Queen  Anne) ; the 
only  feeftion  which  notices  the  punifh- 
tneni  and  corre(fllon  of  oflenders  in  the 
Worklioufe.  li  is  thus  written  : 

“ And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  au- 
thority afoiefaid,  that  the  faid  Court  or 
Affembly  fo  conftituted  as  aforefaid,  fball 
have,  and  hereby  have  power  to  infli£t 
fuch  correction  and  punifhment  on  any 
poor  perfon  or  perfons,  within  the  faid 
Hofpital  or  Hofpitals,  Workhoufe  or 
Workhoufes,  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Correc- 
tion, or  that  fhall  be  fo  fet  to  work,  that 
(ball  not  conform  to  fuch  rules  and  ordi- 
nances fo  made  or  to  be  made  as  aforefaid, 
or  fiiall  mUbehave  themfelves  in  the 
fame  ; as  to  them  fhall  feem  reafonable. 
And  that  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being, 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  or  any  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  City 
and  County,  fioni  time  to  time,  and*  at 
any  time  between  the  faid  Courts  or  Af- 
feinblics,  fhall  have,  and  hereby  have 
po\vt;r  to  intlicl  fuch  correftion  and  pu- 
nhhment  as  to  ihcm  fliall  feem  reafon- 
ab!e,  on  any  fuch  poor  perfon  or  perfens 
offending  as  aforefaid.” 

Now  the  gentlemen  who  thought 
p’^oner  to  order  this  extraordinary  pu- 
nid'inent  to  be  inflicted  on  William 
Rayner,  could  not  conflitute  a Court 
or  Airembly,  nor  was  any  one  of 
them  cither  the  Mayor,  Governor,  De- 
puty Governor,  or  a .Tnhice  of  Peace 
for  the  faid  Citv  and  Co'nnty  ; and 
tliercFore  could  hare  no  power  what- 
ever to  pnnini  any  one  in  the  houfe. 

I2ih.  It  is  admitted  by  all  par-> 
ties,  fsf c. 

In  this  fvvecplng  claufe  of  apologvY 
you  have  acknrtwledged  that  the  order 
and  regularity  of  the  Houfe  were  not 
firi^dly  kept  up.  I allure  you  there 
was  no  appearance  of  bufile  from  thb 
canfe  you  aflign  ; it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning fif  September,  and  [ believe 
the  moving  had  fcarcely  commenced  ; 
and  as  'a-  proof  that  there  was  no  uh- 
iifoal  prefs  of  hulinefs  in  the  Houfe, 
lire  Mafier  was -gone  to  pay  a vifit  ipto 
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the  country,  and  was,  not  expe6led  to 
return  that  day;  as'Mr.  Neild  there- 
fore could  not  be  confcious  of  this  cir- 
cumflance,  there  could  be  no  want  of 
candour  In  his  not  having  noticed  it ; 
nor  do  I fee  the  great  neceflity  there 
•was  for  his  adverting  to  the  newer 
Workhoufe,  though  he  certainly  faw 
and  approved  it.  His  cenfure  on  the 
Duke’s  Palace  Workhoufe  was  not  di- 
recled  to  the  building,  but  to  the 
wretched  fyliem  of  mifnianagenaent 
within  its  walls ; and  the  transfer  of 
I fuch  a fyliem  to  a better  edifice  would 
I have  been  no  advantage  to  the  poor*. 

13th.  Ill-direBed  efforts,  fSfc. 

The  firft  part  of  this  fentence  con- 
j tains  a fentiment  which  no  one  will 
I controvert ; but  the  latter  part  gives 
j fomeihing  like  a facl,  which  I fhall 
j anfwer  by  faying,  Mr.  Neild  did  call 
i upon  two  refpeclable  members  of  the 
Committee  immediately  after  he  left 
the  Workhoufe;  one  of  them  was 
your  partner,  Mr.  Webb,  and  the 
other  was  Mr.  Scott;  the  latter  only 
returned  Mr.  Neiid’s  call. 

Having  gone  through  all  your  re- 
marks on  Mr.  Neiid’s  report,  I cannot 
avoid  obferving,  that  you  have  omitted 
to  notice  the  lafi;  fa6i  in  it,  and  which 
I am  difpofed  to  confuler  as  the  proof 
«f  the  whole  fum  of  them  ; I mean 
tKe  melancholy  fill  of  deaths  ; th<?  fa*^!, 
probably  you  know  as  well  as  my  [elf, 
cannot  be  difputed,  nor  do  I believe 
Mr.  Neiid’s  dedu^lion  from  it  will  be 
more  eafdy  got  rid  of.  Is  it  indeed 
polfible,  in  tracing  the  caufe  of  fuch  an 
extraordinary  mortality,  not  to  ac- 
knowledge that  foul  air,  crowded 
rooms,  and  excellive  filthinefs,  are  in  a 
high  degree  unfriendly  to  human  life? 
Either  this  moriaUiy  is  common  in 
workhoufes,  or  it  is  not  common  ; if 
, it  he  not,  it  follows  that  the  manage- 
ment of  this  workhoufe  has  been  pecu- 
liarly bad  ; and  if  it  be,  it  er|uallv  fol- 
lov.^s  that  workhoufes  have  a diref-l 
tendency  to  defiroy  life.  On  the  fub- 
jec?t  of  workhoufes,  however,  1 heg 
‘leave  to  fay,  that  I have  a long  wliile 
made  up  mv  opinion  ; mv  experience 
hai  fully  convinced  me,  that  they  are 
of  raofi  difficult  management ; that 


under  the  bell  management  they  arc 
produftive  of  more  evil  than  good, 
and  that  under  the  worft  they  are  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  mifehief.  The 
latecircumftances  which  have  occurred 
in  the  Duke’s  Palace  Workhoufe, 
cannot  have  impaired  this  convi6tion  ; 
and  the  accumulated  fa6ts  on  this  im- 
portant fubje6t  contained  in  the  paro- 
chial returns,  which  Government  has 
lately  with  fo  much  credit  to  itfelf  laid 
before  the  publick  in  a document  f 
which,  in  interell  or  importance  to  poli-^ 
tical  osconomy,  has  not  been  equalled* 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  have 
ferved  not  only  fully  to  confirm  it,  but 
to  induce  my  unqualified  afilent  to  Mr. 
Rofe’s  remark  on  this  fubjeft,  in  his 
late  excellent  pamphlet  founded  ©n 
thefe  returns ; that  one  of  the  means 
we  mnft  look  to  for  the  improvement 
of  our  fyfiem  of  poor  laws,  mufi;  be 
the  abolition  of  workhoufes  J. 

Allow  me  to  conclude  with  a word 
or  two  on  Mr.  Neild.  Having  been 
much  with  him  when  he  was  in  Nor- 
wich, no  one  in  this  place  can  have 
had  a better  opportunity  than  myfelf 
of  appreciating  his  chara61;er,  and  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  motives 
of  his  vifits  to  our  prifons,  hofpitals, 
workhoufes,  &c.  ; and  1 have  no  hefi- 
tation  in  faying,  that  1 believe  them 
to  have  been  purely  humane,  perfe6lly’ 
dilinterefled,  and  entirely  free  from  the 
petulance,  and  malignity,  and  more 
efpecially  the  difingenuoufnefs,  which, 
has  been  attributed  to  him.  I think 
him  peculiarly  well  qualified  for  the 
benevolent  office  he  has  undertaken, 
and  have  no  doubt  hut  the  refult  of 
his  indefatigable  and  well-conduced 
refearches  into  thefe  feveral  abodes  of 
mifery  will  be  tVie  greateft  good  to 
focielv.  In  invefiigating  the  fiale  of 
the  different  places  he  vifued  in  this 
City,  I found  him  deliberate,  compre- 
henfive,  and  mod  minutely  accurate  ; 
his  fugseftions  of  improvements,  and 
they  were  not  few,  were  judicious,  in 
many  inllauces  ingenious,  and  in  all 
of  them  of  the  belt  tendency.  He  had 
a manifeft  latisfaCion  in  commending, 
and  where  there  was  jnfi  caufe  for  it  Ive 
was  moll  ready  and  liberal  of  praife  j 


^ Coslum  non  anirrium  midant,  qui  trans  mare  cur  runt.  nr  j • .t  .oa 

+ Abftraft  of  the  Anfwers  and  Returns,  made  purluant  to  an  A6l  palfed  in  the  43cl 
.ear  of  his  Majelty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  an  Aa  for  procuring  Returns, 

relative  to  the  Expence  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  in  England.  u .r,  t v 

+ Obfervations  on.  the  Poor  Laws,  arid  on  the  Management  of  the  Poor,  by  the  Right 
Hon,  George  Rofe,  M.  P.  Page  33.  , 
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and  when  compelled  to  cenfure,  (and  down  nchight  in  malice.  I oii^ht  to 

,1  ■%  • I**  ^ i**® 


not  to  have  done  it  with  expUcitnels 
and  publicity  when  there  was  unfortu- 
nately caufe  for  it,  wftuld  have  de- 
feated the  important  ends  of  his  enqui- 
ries) I will  venture  to  fay  that  ha  fat 

add,  that  his  manners  had  in  them 
much  of  fuavity,  and  his  converfaiion 
was  highly  interefting  and  inftru6iive. 

Yours,  &c.  Edward  Rissy. 

Norwich,  Jan,  18,  1806.. 

\ 

$ 

^^ICMOLS  Sow,  Printer Sf  Rtd  Lion  Pmsagef  Fleet  Slreetj  Ijindon, 


I- 


/ 


# ' ’ 1 

‘T1»  ; 


1 k 


u 


i 


»> 


t 


r 


•> 


’**  «w 


* 


b 


w • 


t 


i 


> 


« 


♦ . I 


i8o6.]  Dr»  Lettfom’s  Thirtieth  Letter  on  Frijons* 


.‘t  I a 
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Mr.  XJrbajt, 


LETTER  XXX.  ON  PRISONS. 

“ So  often  things  which  feem  at  tirfl  in 
{hew  [raent, 

Without  the  compafs  of  accomplifli- 
Once  ventur’d  on,  to  that  fuccefs  do. 

grow,  ^ [event ; 

That  e’en  the  authors  do  'admire  th’ 
So  many  means,  v^^hich  they  did  never 
know,  ' 

Do  fecond  their  defigns,  and  do  prefent 
“ Strange  unexpefted  helps;  and  chiefly 
then,  [men.” 

When  th’  adlors  are  reputed  worthy 
Daniel,  C.  W.  b.  2.  fl.  ix. 

Sambrook  Court, 
May  29. 

WHILST  I review  the  labours  of 
' my  Friend,  whole  undeviating 
attention  to  places  of  incarceiauon  has 
already  produced  the  moll  1 nefcial 
effects,  1 cannot  but  feel  fome  perfonal 
gratification,  in  the  liumble  endea- 
vours I have  exerted  in  the  i)recurrive 
elTays.  By  his  imprefiive  example  and 
communications,  aided  b\^his  private 
inftruiStions,  not  only  have  Prilbns 
and  the  management  of  Prifoners  been 
improved,  but  a congenial  fpirit  of  be- 
pevolence  and  urbanity  has  been  ex- 
cited among  the  Magiftracy  and  the 
Publick,  as  the  prefent  Effay*,  with 
the  preceding:,  , happily  dilplay  ; and 
juftify  the  Poet’s  pious  conclufion 
upon  his  own  animated  interrogatories : 

And  is  there  care  in  Heaven  ? and  is 
there  love  [bale, 

In  Heavenly  creatures  to  thofe  Ipirits 
“ That  may  compaffion  of  their  evils' 
i^ove  ? [were  the  cafe 

There  is  ; elfe  much  more  wretched 
Of  men  than  beafts  : but  O the  exceed- 
ing grace  [tures  fo. 

Of  higheft  God  1 that  loves  his  crea- 
‘‘  And  all  his  wbrks  with  mercy  doth  em- 
brace ; 

That  bleffed  Angels  he  fends  to  and  fro, 
‘J-Toferve  to  wicked  man,  to  ferve  his 
wicked  foe  !”. 

Speiifer's  Faiay  Queen,  B.  3.  C.  8. 

In  my  Friend  Neild’s  letter,  which 
accompanied  the  lublequeni  hifiory, 
after  adverung  to  the  ftate  of  the  Work- 
houfe  at  MancheHer,  he  obferves  that 
there  is  an  addition  to  the  building  ; 
and  that  cleanlinefs,  ventilation,  and 
proper  feparaiion  of  the  females,  are 
now  taking  place,  in  a manner  whicii 
reflehls  honour  on  thole  ’ 


wdto  have  fo  laudably  exerled  them- 
lelves.  At  Liverpool,  the  Corporation 
are  determined  to  fitiiffi  the  New  G.'.ol 
there  upon  a well-digelied  humane 
}>Ian,  and  thus  emulate  Lancafier, 
Prefion,  and  Manchefier,  ah  in  the 
fame  county  ; and  the  fuperior  advan- 
tages wdtich  miifi  be  derived  from  a 
neverffuiling  fonree  of  einidoyment,  v 
which  fo  IdouriHung  a.  Sea-port  enjoys, 
of  picking  oakum,  making  ropes,  nets, 
blocks,  mop-s.  Hops,  &c.  by  ihofe  in 
healtlj,  encouraged  by  their  receiving 
one-'hird  of  their  earnings,  would  en- 
able the  prifoisers  to  ihain'.ain  thenu-  . 
felves,  and  juobablv  raife  a (orpins  by 
their  labour,  whilfi  it  mittated  the;ii 
into  habits  of  indullry  atid  morality. 
Hitherto,  indeed,  thefe  Effays  have 
generally  held  up  to  view  complicated 
feeues  - of  human  depravity  anif 
wretchednefs.  The  dark  painting  of  the 
canvafs  is  now  iiinmined  with  many 
bright  tints  ; attd  Hojte  auticipates  the 
compleiioti  of  a pidlttre  whole  light 
flaall  relieve  everv  giootny  (hade,  I'his 
is  the  hope  that  brightens  tite  vinfm  qf 
my  humane  Friend  aqd  his  iucreafitrg 
Coadjutors;  and  to  he  received  rs  one 
of  the  leafiof  the  phalanx,  is  the  high.cd 
claim  of  J.  C.  Letts om, 

Preston,  LancafJiire,  FIouse  of 
Correction.  William  HaJJiCad, 
Keeper;  (alary  130/.  (out  of  v.diich  he 
pays  12*0  per  week  to  a turnkey)  and 
a j>!ot  of  ground  worth.  20/.  per  ammm. 

conoevance  of 


none. 


the 


prifoners  to 

rX 


For 
Lancaftev 


igan. 


and 

ain 


gentlemen 


* With  the*  exception,  however, 

Warrington  Town  Bridewell.  ^ 

Gent.  Mau.  Juue,  i'BoG. 

4 


, Wi 

Ormficirk,  1,9.  per  mile. 

Rev.  Mr.  JVray  •,  fal'.ry  20/, 

Sunday  tnorning;  pra\ers  and  fermou. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Birdfivon h ; iaiary  IQ/, 
and  makes  a bill.  T'afli-inafier,  Tho- 
mas , Houghton ; falary  50/.  and  five 
per  cent,  on  the  grofs  earninp:s  <if  the 
prifoners;  he  has  a.  man  to  afiill  bin), 
whom  the  coiinly  a!!n\v'5  !2,v.  a \veei<. 
Number  of  prd.’oncrs  ifiOcHober,  1802, 
men  1 15  ; women  45  : total  1()0. 

Allowance.  Eyery  day  break  faff 
and  fnppi-r:  (even  ounces  of  bread,  two 
ounces  of  oatmeal,  one  fjuatter  of  an 
ounce  (ail,  each  meal,  boiled  into  gniel. 
Dinner,  Sunday  and  Thurfday,  Italf 
a pound  of  1 c^ef  with  the  bone,  fevep. 
ounces  of  bread,  one  pound  of  pots- 
toes,  and  water  to  , drink.  Monday 
and  Friday,  (even  ounces  of  bread 
each,  and  one  f|uart  of  peas  with  ve- 


ef  getables,  to  10  prifonens,  Tn 


and  SatiirUay  a liew  of  cpw-heatl  gnd 


I 
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fliins.  Wednefclay,  feven  ounces  of 
bread,  and  four  ounces  of  cheefe  each. 

This  Prii’on  ts  a lutle  way  out  of  the 
town,  near  the  church  gate' bar ; and  is 
Jurrounded  fry  a hounclarv  wall,  winch 
Ireiug  at.  a diltance  froni  the  piifon,  the 
keeper  has  williiu  ilacanw  enient  garden. 

On  one  fute  the  entrance  is  the 
turnkey’s  lodge,  on  the  other  is  tfie  ol- 
fice  of  tlie  Clerk  of  the  Peace.  Up- 
liairs  are  two  reception  cells;  ^ where 
prKoncrs  are  examined  before  they  are 
ari untied  into  the  interior  of  the  pri- 
J’on  ; there  are  likewile  rooms  for  the 
turnkeys  family.  Por  prifoncrs  there 
are  fix  airy  courts  about  92  yards  by 
12^<each  ; tour  of  whicfi  are  for  men', 
and  two  for  women,  witli  water,  and 
a fc'.ver  in  each.  To  every  court-} aul 
there  is  a day-room,  the  average  lize 
about  five  yards  f.iuaie.  (.)n  ihe  ground 
floor  are  18  flceping  cells,  7 feet  () 
inches,  bv  ()  feel  6'  inches,  with 
vaulted  roofs  ; there  are  1()  other  cells, 
but,  beiiig  very  damp,  were  not  isfed  to 
])ui  pilfoners  m.  'i'hcre  are  likedife 
on  the  ground 'floor  43  workilmps, 
in  wdnch  31  pair  of  loonrs  were  en.- 
p!o\(d  when  1 was  there.  On  the 
iirft  fiorv  are 52  (leejting cells,  the  fize  of 
thofe  helow  ; and  on  the  upper  fiory 
53.  Itach  cell  is  fitted  up  with  a 
wood  heditead,  firavv  in  facking,  iwo 
or  time  blankets,  and  a f]uilt:  \en- 
tilatcd  hy  an  upeiiure  o\’er  the  door, 
and  an  iron  giated  winderw  oppofite. 
’Phere  is  an  excel  cut  kitchen,  fitted 
tip  witli  e\ e)-}'  com enience  for  frugal 
cn(,kery  A room  with  a had),  in 
which  every  prifoner  is  wadied  pre\  ions 
to  trial.  I’.ach  prifonei  has  cKan  linen 
every  Snn.lay,  and  all  are  reeptired  to 
attend  Divine  Service,  nnlefs  jrrevented 
'Isy  (leknefs.  IheC  hajrel,  which  is  in 
t iic  centi e of  t he  Imildmgj,  has  a cuj)ola 
on  the  top,  iind  is  partiiioiied  fb  that 
the  men  .ind  women  cannot  fee  CMch 
r)ll)er.  There  are  tw'o  large  work- 
rooms iij)  fiaiis,  11)  one*  of  whicii  were 
fix  pair  of  looms,  and  the  other  is 
tiled  for  bming  cotton.  "JVo  rooms 
aie  let  ap  in  for  tniirmaries  ; but,  as 
theye  were  no  fiek  priloners  at  my 
A'lfit,  flioemakers  and  tatiors  were*  at 
work  in  one  of  theiii.  The  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  tlie 
Prifou  are  confpicuonfly  fiuck  tip  in 
various  parts.  The  Co'nri  or  Sellion 
Iloufe  is  within  the  waMs,  and  con- 
venient paffages  lead  into  it  for  jiri- 
Pmers  on  trial.  At\  for  prefervation 
health  aiul  claufes  againll  fpirituous 


liquors  both  hung  up  ; the  prifon 
clean.#  Number  of  prifoners,  24th  Oc- 
tober, 1805;  men  42,  women  70 ; 
total  112.  It  being  the  dinner-hour 
when  I made  this  vifit,  I was  much 
plealed  with  the  order  and  regularity 
of  the  priloners’  behaviour,  and  the  at- 
tention with  which  it  was  ferved. 
The  Keeper  w^as  out  on  bnfinefs  : it 
tlierefore  could  not  he  accidental,  but 
method  ; and  indeed  he  appeared  to 
me,  on  both  vifits,  to  be  well  calculated 
for  the  ini])ortant  trnfl.  The  total 
amount  of  earnings  and  difburfements, 
h-om  Ealier  Seffions  1802  to  Eafter 
Seflions  1803,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

rp  , . £' 

10  total  amount  paid  to  pii-' 
foners  difeharged  362  6 2J 

Do.  necelfaries  for  iManufac- 
tory,oi!,batiing-fiicks,  &c.  5 0 6 
Do.  cafh  advanced  to  pri- 
foiiers,  and  mitered  to  their 
accounts  - - . 32  I6  gl 

Do.  of  falary  for  an  affiftant  in 

the  Mamifa^lory  - SO  12  0 
Do.  of  per  ceniage  allowed 

tafk  -malier  - _ 73  1 1 1 

Do.  of  cafh  paid  to  Mr.  Threl- 
fall,  the  infpeclor  - g66  15  5^ 

■£A47i  2 0 


By  lolal  amount  of  cotton 

picking  - - . 686  17  0 
IJo.  do.  ot  weaving  - 2 q 

Do  joiners,  taylors,  flioe- 

makers.  Sue.  - _ f6g  S 0 


A , ' .£-1471  2 0 

Average  number  of  prifoners  for  the 
year,  166.  I'he  accounts  are  exa- 
inined  and  figned  by  Mr.  Threlfult,  the 
iulpetlor,  and  laid  before  the  IMao^ifi- 
trates  at  each  Quarter  Selfons,  -with 
Uie  vouchers  from  the  feveral  einplovers 
for  their  refjied'tive  fuins.  Amount  of 
earnings  from  4ih  Odlober  1804,  to 
the  gth  October  1805,  811/.  145,'’ 

Dlfbmfements  for  the  above 
r 1 U 

Cafh  paid  bv  Mr.  Tluelfall, 

the  liifpedor  - - 508  0 7| 


Thefe  prifoners  have  the  other 
^moiety  ot  William  Edmnndfbn's  le- 
gacy, mentioned  in  the  lift  at  Lancall 
ter;  It  amounts  now  to  91.  10.y.  per  ««- 
niimj  aim!  is  the  only  benefadlion  to 
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l8o6.]  Mr,  Neild’s  Remarks 

this  prifon.  It  is  diliributed  as  fol- 
lows: every  New  Year’s  day  each  pri- 
foner  receives  a loaf  of  fine  bread,  value 
three  halfpence,  fix  ounces  of  cheele, 
and  a pint  of  ale  ; and  what  the  legacy 
is  fhort  of  that  allowance,  is  made  up 
out  of  the  earnings.  They  have  like- 
wife  a holiday  every  New  Year’s  day 
in  the  afternoon. 

Debtors  arrehed  by  the  procefs  if- 
fuing  out  of  the  Borough  court  for 
fums  under  10/.  are  lent  here.  At  my 
vifit  in  1802,  I remarked  a total  neg- 
le6l  of  cleanlinefs  in  the  court-vards  of 
this  prifon,  and  for  want  of  a drain  the 
uncovered  depofiis  were  extremely  of- 
fenfive.  D ung-hills  up  to  the  very 
windows  of  the  workfhops,  and  a hog- 
llye  in  another  part ; and  I am  forry 
to  obferve,  that  there  was  no  aheration 
at  my  lalt  vlfit,  23d  October,  1805. 
I am  informed  that  it  is  intended  to 
vault  or  cover  them  over  next  Sum- 
mer ; but  I think  the  nuilance  cannot 
be  removed  without  a regular  drain  is 
made  for  lb  crowded  a place ; it  would 
then  be  an  excellent  prifon. 

Manchester*  Neiv  Bailey  Prifon  ; 
William  Dimjiany  Gaoler;  falary  200/. 
but  advanced  in  January  Seflion,  1803, 
to  300/.  and  coals  and  candle.  Fees 
and  garn'fh  aboliOied.  Taflc-malier, 
William  Hutton ; falary  50/.  and  one- 
fixth  part  of  the  prifoners’  earnings  ; 
and  three  Turnkeys,  l6s.  a week  each  : 
thele  falaries  are  paid  by  the  Hundred 
of  Salford.  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Cheek, 
now  Rev.  Mr.  Dallis  ; falary  30/. 
Dutv  Tuefday  ^nd  Friday ; prayers 
and  a le6lure. 

Surgeon,  Mr.  Richard  Nanfan  ; fa- 
lary 30/.  now  railed  to  40/.  and  medi- 
cines provided  by  the  Hundred.  Num- 
ber of  prifoners,  4th  Oclober  1802; 
men  felons  34,  women  70.  Bridewell 
prifoners  49,  convicts  11  ; total  l64. — 
Allowance.  Every  day  breakfall  and 
fupper  ; a quart  of  oatmeal  porridge, 
and  half  a pound  of  bread  each  meal. 
Dinner  on  Sunday a pound  of 
boiled  beef,  half  a pound  of  bread, 
and  one  pound  of  potatoes  or  other  ve- 
getables. Monday,  a quar  of  vegeta- 
ble o.r  peafe  foup,  Yrom  the  beef  Sun- 

* I beg  the  Magiftrates  v/ill  pleafe  to 
accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
the  honour  done  me,  in  paying  fuch  at- 
tention to  my  remarks  on  the  Workhoufe 
and  lunaticks  there,  and  for  the  great  im- 
provements which  have  been  fo  liberally 
and  humanely  ordered. 


071  Fr'ifoti  at  Manchefter.  515 

day,  Tuefday,  four  ounces  of  cheefe, 
and  half  a pound  of  bread.  JPcducJ- 
day,  a quart  of  rice  and  oatmeal  por- 
ridge, and  half  a pound  of  bn  ad. 
Thurfday  the  fame  as  Sunday,  hria  y 
the  fame  as  Monday.  Saturday,  ox- 
head  and  flhn-bones  made  into  a Hew. 

Remarks.  This  prifon  is  properly 
furrour»ded  by  a boundary  wall  Kg) 
yards  Fpjare,  at  a diliauce  which  a!- 
fords  a convenient  garden  for  the 
growth  of  vegetables  for  the  ufe  of  tlie 
prifon.  ' 

The  turnkey’s  lodge  in  front  has 
four  reception-rooms  tor  irrifoners,  and 
a room  with  a warm  aiul  cold  i>ath, 
w'here  {)rirowers  are  u'afhed,  the  count'/ 
cloaihiiig  put  on,  and  ifieir  own  deaths 
purified,  ticketed,  and  hung  up.  Over 
this  lodge,  in  font,  isAhe  Examining 
Magillrate’s  room,  which  opens  into  a 
very  neat  Sellions-houfe,  or-  New  Bai- 
ley Court  Houfe;  in  lire  front  paunel 
of  which,  is  the  Magillrate's  Oath, 
jtahnedin  golden  letters;  and  the  Rev. 
fP . R.  Ilay  is  appointed  Chairmati  of 
the  Ouarier  Sellions,  with  a lalarv  of 
400/.  per  annum.  In  the  centre  ofYhe. 
pripjn  is  the  Gaoler’s  houfe.  'Fhcre 
are  nine  airy  court-yards  ; two  for  men 
felons  before  trad  ; two  for  men  felons 
after  trial  ; two  for  naale  Bridewell 
prifoners  ; one  for  women  felons  ; one 
for  women  Bridewell  prifoners;  and 
one  for  convi61ecl  female  felons.  On 
the  ground-floor  are  14  fohtary  cells, 
8 feet  by  6,  and  7 feet  !0  inches  high  ; 
each  has  a fmall  aperture  over  the  floor 
for  the  admiflion  of  a gliiumering  light 
and  air.  i\t  each  erifl,  and  dovN  u 10 
fieps,  is  a dungeon  8 feet  by  6 feel  8, 
and  7 feet  10  inches  high  ; tliefe  hare 
each  an  iron  grating  o\er  the  door  2i 
inches  by  14,  and  double  doors,  the 
outer  iron-grated,  the  inner  wood. 
This  range  of  cells  is  (epar.ned  flour  the 
Court  by  a lobby  four  feet  wide,  and 
have  a warm  flue  through  them,  lu 
the  diffe  rent  court-yards  are  fixiy  fix 
workfliojis,  tvhere  all  the  prifoners  aie 
employed  in  weaving,  batting  cotton, 
carding,  &c.  &c.  On  the  firll  florv  of 
the  building  the  chapel  is  in  tiie  centre, 
into  wdiich  four  wards  r(Tpecli\ e!y 
open  ; fo  that  the  fexes  are  complereiv 
leparated,  and  out  of  liaht  o!’  car  h 
other.  In  each  ward  there  are  1 1 
fleeping  cells  8 feet  by  6',  well  venu- 
lated,  and  divideri  from  each  other 
a pafTage  or  lobby  five  feet  v.  ide,  at 
the  end  of  which  there  is  a jr’eniiful 

I'up- 
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I’lipplv  of  water,  with  a towel  and  foap 
for  the  ul'e  of  the  prifoners,  who 
a'e  required  to  wadi  theinfelves  pre- 
\ions  to  everr  meal,  and  if  lliey  come 
dirty  are  turned  without.  On  the  I’e- 
coud  (iorv  are  four  wards  with  11  cells 
each,  the  fame  as  thole  below.  There 
are  ;hree  rooms  let  ajiart  for  the  Tick, 
feel  bv  IH,  with  tliree  beris  in  each, 
and  a Difjienfary  with  medicines. 
Iwery  prifbner  has  a leparate  bed,  the 
frame  of  which  is  iron,  with  a wmod 
frame  u])on  it,  a hair  mattrafs,  a flieet 
(changed  every  foriiiigbt),  two  or  three 
blankets,  and  a rug.  On  a detached 
}>art  there  are  14  work  cells  added  fmce 
ilie  prifon  was  built.  The  Act  for  the 
])relervation  of  health  and  elands 
again!},  fpirituous  li(|iiors  are  confpi- 
cuouny  hung  up,  and  the  wdiole  prifon 
'i\  bite- wafhed  twice  a yea*',  or  oftener 
if  it  requires  it  ; and  the  Gaoler  feems 
\erv  attentive  to  promote  cleanlinefs 
and  iiidiillry.  F.ach  prifoner  lias  one- 
tiiird  of  his  earnings,  upon  producing 
a certificate  of  his  or  her  good  behaviour 
to  the  Magiltrates,  figned  by  the  Kee])er 
and  Chaplain  ; and  fome  have  received 
from  10  to  15/.  each,  pari  of  which  is 
laid  out  in  purchaling  Inch  articles  of 
wearing  apparel  as  the  j'.rifoner  Hands 
in  need  of.  Tlic  amount  of  earnings, 
is  upon  an  average  uinepence  per  day, 
and  their  diet  Hands  in  about  lixpence 
halfpenny  j the  overydus  is  accounted 
for  to  the  treafuver.  The  hours  of 
w'ork  are  frdm  fix  in  the  morning  to 
Hx  in  the  evening,  during  the  Sum- 
mer, and  from  eight  to  eight  in  tlie 
Winter,  allowing  half  an  hour  to 
hreakfaH,  and  one  hour  to  dinner. 
There  is  an  excellent  kitchen  fitted  up, 
and  furnilhed  with  every  article  for 
frugal  cookery.  A man-cook  dren’es 
the  proviHons  and  Icrves  out  each  pri- 
foner’s  allowxince.  There  is  water 
over  the  tliree  boilers,  and  in  eveiv 
court,  to  which  all  prifouers  have  ac- 
cTs,  and  the  neceflaries  communicate 
with  the  common  fewer.  The  huma- 
nity and  liberality  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  opulent  and  rcTjiedable  Hundred  of 
Sdtord,  is  conrjiicuous  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  prifon  police.  In  tlie 
lilt  nine  years  5065  prlfoners  have  lieen 
ri,cei\'f‘d  ; i,h>?.  deaths  only  21.  There 
aie  too  lieeping-cells,  and  the  average 
u'  luher  of  prili.mers  112,  whofe  ex- 
p(UM-e  of  mamlainance  and  earnings 
f"‘m  the  27ih  April  to  hm  Ipth  July 
Idti.j,  was  as  li*llowsiv 


Expence  of  Maintenance. 

Butchers  bill  - sg  ]g  ji 

Baker's  do.  - - l63  6 0 

Aleal,  peas,  and  fait  - ^ 6l  '7  0 

Rice,  foap,  &c.  - 14  9 0 

Cloth  for  clothing  - ig  jg  0 
Vegetables  from  the  garden  670 
Exceeds  in  earnings  - 9178 


. i^-394  14  7 

Earnings. 

Produce  of  wmrk  - 382  Q 0 

Sundry  proviHons  on  hand  7 16  7 
By  delerters  Itibfiltence  4 18  0 


j^.394  14  7 

The  prifoners’  earnings  in  1801 
amounted  to  812/.;  and  in  1804  to 
991/'  lS.y.  4c/.  Number  of  prifoners 
25  Oclober,  \SQb,  fevenly-one. 

-N.  B.  The  lellions  ended  on  the 
19th  of  Odober,  when  there  were 
one  hundred  and  tiventy-kvo. 

W arrington  Town  Hridewell ; 
two  rooms  in  the  W'orkhoufe  yard, 
one  about  nine  feet  fquare,  in  which 
three  women  were  confined;  the  other, 
nine  feet  by  five,  had  one  man  in  it  ; 
each  of  them  a bedhead  and  Hraw.  No 
windows  ! No  water!  No  court  I No 
fewer ! They  are  never  permitted  to 
come  out  of  thefe  wnetched  and  offen- 
five  rooms,  but  when  the  confiable  of 
the  town,  who  is  the  keeper,  thinks 
jtroper  to  attend  them.  Allowance  for 
diet  the  lame  as  the  poor  in  the  Work- 
houfc,  which  is’  as  clean  as  its  dilapi- 
dated Hate  will  admit ; and  the  yaaiipers 
appear  well  attended  to  ; they  receive 
twojience  in  a tliilling  out  of  their 
earnings.  Keeper,  John  VVilliamfon  ; 
lalary  60/.  : he  told  me  that  he  read 
jirayers  to  the  poor  every  Sunday.  Oc- 
tober 10,  1802.  Employment,  wind- 
ing warps,  fpinning,  and  carding  hair. 
At  work  18  ; old  and  unable  38  ; un- 
der five  years  of  age  12.  Total  68. 

Aly  dear  friend,  T^he  advantages 
anfing  from  the  employment  of  pri- 
foners in  Bridewells  and  Houfes  of 
( oi  re6tions  cannot,  I think,  be  more 
fully  clem  oil  ft  1 atecl  than  by  the  two  ex™ 
celient  prifous  above  deferibed  ; and  it 
is  to  be  helped  their  exarnfile.  will  rouze 
the  IMagiHrites  to  exert  thofe  powers, 
which  the  AHs  of  19  C.  IT.  and  12  G. 
lil.  have  authorized.  Idlenels  is  the 
root  01  all  evil  ; yet  in  A’ery  many  of 
our  Biiciewells  and  Houfes  of  Correc- 
tion there  is  no  eniploy  whatever,  even  .. 
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806.]  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Warringdon  Bridewell.  51^ 

formed  from  converfation  with  pri^ 
foners  at  various  times  and  places  by 
dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  fxith^ 
ful  humble  fervant,  Jas.  Neild 
Dr.  Lettfvm,  London, 


: for  thofe  committed  to  hard  labour.  I 
jdo  not  think  it  a difficult  matter  fo  to 
j encourage  Induftry,  aS  to  makeldlenefs 
become  as  irkfome  as  heretofore  it  has 
been,  palatable ; and  this  opinion  is 
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i8o6.j  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Thirty-firfl  Letter  on  Pri/ons.  6i^ 


LETTER  XXXI.  ON  PRISONS. 

Tea  ♦ docs  our  fancy  aid, 

Reprefs  thofe  vapours  which  the  head 
invade ; 

And  keep  that  palacs  of  the  foul  ferene, 
Fit  on  her  birth-day  to  falute  a Queen. 

Mr.  URB.4N, 

However  irrelevant  it  may  ap- 
pear to  introduce  the  fubje6l  of 
Teat  in  this  place,  the  obfervations  of 
my  Friend,  on  the  prohibition  of  this 
exotic  in  Nantwich  \A  orkhoiife,  in- 
duce me  to  dwell  a little  on  its  quali- 
ties in  a medical  point  of  view,  and 
its  eife^ls  on  that  of  morality  and 
temperance  ; efpecially  as  moll  of  the 
Prifons  in  Chefhire  are  fo  well  con- 
dticled  as  to  demand  lefs  animadver- 
fion,  if  we  except  Macclesfield, 
where  one  prifoner  has  been  confined 
fix  months  for  a debt  five  Jhillings 
and  three  pence  ! and  another  during 
the  fame  number  of  months,  for  a 
debt  of  pence  I Whilfl;  we  glory 
in  tlie  freedom  of  the  fubje6l3  of  this 
realm,  a painful  exception  is  afforded 
in  the  laws  which  were  defigned  to 
prote6l  that  freedom,  that  one  lubjedl 
fhall  be  authorized  to  enffave  a fel- 
low fnbjecl  for  the  fpace  of  six 
MONTHS  for  the  Aim  of  tiine  penccy 
without  bedding  or  even  ffraw  to  lie 
upon  ! Well  might  Butler,  in  his  Sa- 
tire on  the  milery  and  weaknefs  of 
men,  pathetically  note, 

“ Make  law  and  equity  as  dear 
As  plunder  and  free  quarter  are  ; 

**  And  fierce  encounters  at  the  bar 
Undo  as  faft  as  thofe  in  war.” 

But  to  return  to  a more  grateful  fub- 
ject; — as  far  as  I have  obferved,  in  the 
fbcial  intercourfe  among  mankind,  the 
moderate  indulgence  of  Tea  generally 
tends  to  diminifh  the  ufe  of  fpirits 
and  other  lirong  liquors,  wliile  it  af- 
fords a better  menftruum  of  food  than 
any  of  them.  That  firong  infufions 
of  very  fine  green  tea,  taken  hot,  and 
on  an  empty  ftomaclC  may  prove  in- 
jurious to  young  or  delicate  perfons, 
may  be  admitted  ; but  this  affords  no 
jnfl  argument  againfl  the  ufnal  mode 
of  drinking  Tea.  Ofien  am  I led  to 
lament  that,  when  Tea  is  exploded. 


Spirits  are  nfnrped,  and  indulgence  in 
the  bottle  longer  protra(S:ed. 

That  Tea  and  Coffee  do  not  di fable 
even  the  laborious  claff'es  from  exer- 
cifing  their  mufcnlar  llrength,  is  con- 
firmed by  feyeral  teflimonies.  In  Fo- 
reft's  Voyage  to  New  Guinea,  he 
would  nojt  I'ufier  fermented  liquors  to 
make  any  pan  of  his  (lores ; and 
throughout  a long  and  perilous  voyage, 
befides  water.  Tea  and  Coffee  con- 
lUtuted  the  only  fluid  refiefhments. 
My  deceafed  friend,  John  Reinhold 
Forfier,’  the  ingenious  tranllator  of 
Kalm’s  Travels,  remarks,  “ On  my 
“ travels  through  the  defert  plains 
beyond  the  River  Volga,  1 have  had 
**  feveral  opportunities  of  making  the 
“ fame  obfervaiions  on  Tea  ; and 
every  traveller  in  the  fame  circum- 
fiances  will  readily  allow  them  to 
be  very  jufi.”  (2d  ed.  vol.  II.  p. 
141).  Brydone  in  his  Tour  through 
Sicily  and  Malta  (letter  20),  makes  a 
fimilar  conclufion  ; and  it  may  be 
hoped,  that  the  refpeclable  gentlemen 
who  fuperintend  the  Workhoufe  at 
Nantwich,  may  be  induced,  upon  due 
application,  to  grant  that  indulgence 
to  the  poor  inmates,  of  the  Ambro- 
fia  Afmiica,  as  Simon  de  Molinariis;^ 
terms  it,  which  every  Englifhman  de- 
lights to  partake  of  in  the  coft’ee-houle. 
Although  numerous  authors  have 
written  on  Tea,  and  its  effects,  it  has 
rarely  been  commemorated  in  poetic 
effufions.  Petr.  Peiivi  publifhed  Car- 
men de  Thea,  and  Job.  Geo.  Heine- 
chin  de  There  Encomiis,  in  l685§. 
Lately  the  ingenious  author  of  Ouabi 
(Mrs.  Morton),  in  her  poem  of  Beave- 
hill,  thus  informs  us  that  Tea  is 
cultivated  in  Georgia,  where  it  was 
introduced  in  I77O: 

Yet  round  thefe  fliores  prolific  Plenty 
twines,  [cluftering  vines  ; 

Stores  the  thick  field,  and  fwells  the 
“ A thoufand  groves  their  gloffy  leaves 
unfold,  fo^^ld. 

Where  the  rich  orange  rolls  its  ruddy 
“ China's  green  JJmib,  divine  Magnolia’s 
bloom,  [perfume.” 

With  mingling  odours  fling  their  high 
With  relu6tance  1 have  thus  tref- 
pafied  on  your  valuable  page;  but  the 


* This  is  illuftrated  by  De  Blegny,  who  wrote  in  1680,  which  he  probably  copied 
from  Alex.  Rhod,  Sommaire  des  divers  Voyages,  &c.  an.  1653.  See  aRo  Chamber- 
layn  on  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate,  p.  40.  Le  Compte’s  Memoirs  and  Obfervations-, 
p.  227.  Home,  Principia  Medicinee,  p,  5.  Cheynaei  Tra6latus,  p.  89.  Percival’s 
Experimental  Effays,  p.  130.  Tiffot  on  the  Difeafes  of  Literary  and  Sedentary  Per- 
fons, p.  145. 

•p  I fhall  embrace  another  opportunity  to  appreciate  the  effe6ls  of  Tobacco. 

% De  Virtute  et  Ufu  These,  Gei^uae,  1672,  i2rno.  § Lugd.  Bat.  4to. 
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ful)je6l  which  has  occafioned  this  di- 
grelFioii  has  long  appeared  very  inte- 
relling  in  a jjoliucal  and  moral  view  to 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Macclesfield  Prison.  Maurice 
Jones,  Gaoler  ; keeps  a public-hoole, 
the  fign  of  the  P'agle  and  Child.  Sa- 
lary, none.  He  pays  a rent  of  267.  and 
all  taxes  ; fees  67.  ; garnifh  2s.  6d. 
'I'liis  prifon  is  for  the  libertv  of  the  hun- 
dred, manor,  and  forefl  of  Macclesfield, 
in  the  |)infold  or  pound  for  that  hun- 
dred, is  iheproiuriy  of  ihelCnl  of  Derby, 
who  holds  a Court  tume  a }ear,  April 
and  06lober.  Debtors  are  comniitied 
to  this  prifon  for  One  Shilling  to  any 
amount,  and  cannot  obtain  their 
fixpences  before  the  next  court. 
The  Keeper  told  me,  a man  lay  here 
fix  months  for  nine  pence  ■,  and  that  one 
Jjhac  Wylde  was  confined  here  fix 
months  for  bs.  Qd.  No  allowance. 
'I’he  court-yard  24  feet  by  18.  Two 
rooms  on  the  ground  Hoor  about  three 
yards  and  a half  Irpiare,  and  two  above, 
two  yards  fquare  ; but  no  bedding  or 
even  (iraw  allowed.  The  Gaoler  fur- 
niOies  debtors  with  a day-room,  bed- 
chamber, and  fire,  at  2s.  6d.  per  week 
each.  The  dungeon,  down  (even 
fieps  (11  feet  by  9),  lighted  by  a win- 
dow fix  Inches  (quare,  and  where  de- 
ferters  were  formerly  confined,  I found 
at  mv  lafi  vifit  (1805)  totally  in  ruins, 
and  fix  inches  dee])  in  mud.  Debtors 
30ih  March,  1800,  one.  17th  Peb. 
1802,  one.  J5ih  Sej)t.  1805,  one. 

This  morning,  before  Divine  Service, 
noticed  fome  monuments  of  excellent 
fculpture  in  the  old  chapel  adjoining 
the  church  at  this  place,  and,  among 
other  curious  things,  the  Pope'^  par- 
don to  Elizabeth  Legh.  It  is  in  old 
Englifh,  engraved  on  a brafs  plate, 
and  reprefents  the  ladv  kneelmg  with 
fix  of  her  children,  and  to  fin — “ A 
damnationeperpetudhicranos,  Dornine 
to  which  a figure  reprefenting  the 
Pope,  who  is  looking  up  to  a Crucifix, 
replies.  The  pardon  for  faying  five  Pa- 
fer  nojlers,  and  five  Aces,  and  a Creed, 
is  26,000  years,  and  26  days  of  pardon. 

At  the  bottom, 

“ Orate  pro  Roger  Legh  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife.  Roger  died  Qth  Nov.  anno  Do- 
mini ]Sg6.  Elizabeth  died  15th  061. 
anno  Domini  148C).” 

Middlewich,  Chejlnre,  County 
House  of  ('orrection.  Gao'er, 
William  Ilarrtjon,  now  Samuel  1Vhi~ 
taker',  (alary  150/.;  fees  none.  P'or 
the  coineyance  of  prifoners  to  Knuts- 
ford  (nine  miles)  quarter  feilions. 


Midfnmmer  and  Michaelmas,  and! 
to  Cheder  quarter  feilions  (20  miles)' 
Chrill  tnas  and  Lady-day,  2s.  67.1 
each.  Chaplain,  Rev.  C»eo.  Leigh;, 
(alary  25/.  ; duty,  (ermon  on  Sunday; 
prayers,  Wediielday  and  P'riday.  Sur-- 
geons,  Me(T.  Beckett  and  Son  ; (alary,, 
none,  make  a bill.  Allowance  to 
prifoners  : fix  pounds  of  beft  wheat 
bread,  lent  from  the  baker’s  in  loaves 
of  that  weight  every  Thurfdav  ; and 
otie-fixth  of  the  value  in  bread  to  be 
given  in  potatoes  each  week  : and  18/. 
per  annum  in  coals,  which  now  (1805) 
will  purchafe  29  ton. 

Remarks.  The  entrance  to  this 
prifon  is  from  a narrow  (treet  called 
Dog  lane;  and  the  fmall  court  in  front 
is  about  64  feet  bv  21,  well  flagged 
with  broad  fiones.  The  Keeper’s 
houfe  is  (ituate  in  the  centre,  between 
No.  1 and  2,  with  a window  to  each 
yard,  by  which  he  has  a full  view  of 
all  the  male  prifoners,  and  alfo  of  the 
cells,  and  the  women’s  court.  No-  4,  , 
for  old  offenders.  No.  1.  On  the  : 
North-well  fide  of  the  Keeper’s  houfe  : 
is  a yard  for  male  prifoners,  about  47 
feet  by  40,  well  flagged  on  an  inclined 
plane,  in  which  are  two  day  or  work- 
rooms, with  fire-places  and  glazed 
windows,  and  in  one  of  them  are  four 
looms  for  prifoners  to  work  at;  over 
thefe  are  two  llteping-rooms  with  iron 
bedheads,  (traw  in  lacking,  a holfter, 
and  three  blankets,  the  upper  one 
brown.  In  the  centre  of  the  court  is  a 
})ump,  lnp})lied  from  a I'pring. 

No.  2.  (4n  the  South-eali  fide  the 
Keeper’s  houfe  is  another  yard,  72 
feet  by  S6,  likewife  for  male  prifoners, 
with  three  lleeping-rooms  on  the 
ground  floor,  which  is  flagged,  and 
oak  barrack  bedlieads,  railed  about 
two  (eet  from  the  floor,  with  loole 
liravv  and  four  blankets  to  two  perlbns, 
ventilated  by  an  iron  grating  about  two 
feet  (quare,  within  fide  lluuters  : each 
room  will  contain  nine  prifoners. 
Omt  thefe  rooms  is  the  Infirmarv, 
which  is  lofi^--  and  airy,  with  oppofiie 
windows  for  free  circulation.  At  the 
top  of  the  yard,  near  the  Kee)-er’s 
houfe,  is  a day  or  work-room,  about 
SO  ftei  by  21,  at  the  end  of  which  is 
a /hop  or  fiore-room  ; and  over  thefe  is 
a lodging-room  (or  prifoners  that  are 
allowed  a bed,  for  which  ihev  pay  2s. 
per  week  each.  At  the  bottom  of*  the 
yard  is  a room  formerly  uled  as  a cha- 
pel, now  a work-room,  over  which 
is  a laundry  for  the  Keeper’s  ufe  : there 
is  ulfo  a lead  cifieni  in  this  yard  (bat  it 
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is  too  fmall,  and  frequently  without 
water  in  dry  weather),  with  a pump, 
flipplied  from  a well  of  excellent  water 
in  Dog-lane.  This  laft-mentioned 
yard  is  about  two-thirds  of  it  parti- 
tioned by  a brick  wall  feven  feet  high, 
with  call  metal  palifades  nine  feet 
long,  on  the  top  of  which  are  iron 
(pikes  proje6ling  about  three  feet. 
This  is  a judicious  contrivance  for 
keeping  the  court  and  houfe  both  airy 
and  healthy : the  other  part  of  the 
fence  is  brick  15  feet  high,  coped  with 
flone  and  iron  fpikes. 

No.  3.  On  the  other  fide  the  lall- 
mentioned  yard  are  fix  folitary  cells, 
with  a well-flagged  court,  43  feet  by 
21,  and  an  excellent  bath  lined  with 
lead,  fix  feet  long,  three  feet  fix  inches 
wide,  and  five  feet  deep,  fnpplied 
from  the  ciflern.  Each  cell  has  a 
fmall  area  (15  feet  by  7),  and  is  7 feet 
10,  by  6 feet  8,  and  8 fbet  high,  lined 
with  flrong  oak  planks  two  inches 
thick  ; and  the  bedftead  is  raifed  18 
inches  from  the  floor  by  the  fame  means. 

No.  4.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
court,  adjoining  No.  2 and  3,  is  a 
yard  for  women  prifoners  who  are  old 
0ffenders  about  56  feet  long,  and  18 
feet  wide,  with  a day  or  work-room 
24  feet  by  18,  at  the  end  of  which  is 
a dungeon  or  fleeping-room  on  the 
ground  floor,  with  an  iron-grated  win- 
dow and  in  fide  (butter  ; it  contains 
three  bed  (leads,  and  will  accommodate 
nine  prifoners.  Over  thefe  are  three 
rooms,  generally  madeufeoffor  Tick  wo- 
men, with  fire-places  and  glazed  win- 
dows. In  the  court  is  a pump  and  fewer. 

No  5.  On  the  South  fide  the  prifon 
is  a yard  for  women,  6l  feet  by  44,  with 
a large  work  or  day-room,  over  which 
are  two  fleeping-rooms  with  glazed 
windows,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  court 
a pump,  fupplied  with  fpring  w^ater  by- 
pipes, or  wooden  layers ; and  at  the 
end  of  this  yard  is  the  chapel,  about 
44  feet  by  22,  with  ar^^gallery  for  the 
women,  very  neat  and  airy  ; the  men 
fit  at  the  bottom  on  forms  or  benches ; 
but  the  fexes  are  not  out  of  fight  of 
each  other  during  Divine  Service  : the 
Chapel  is  likewife  made  ufe  of  for  the 
Petty  Seffions  for  the  Hundred  of 
Norlhwich. 

Employment.  Weaving, fhoemaklng, 
picking  oakum,  batting  cotton,  and 
fpinning  jerley  ; and  all  prifoners  have 
one-half  (formerly  one-third)  of  their 
earnings;  the  other  half  to  the  county. 
When  a prifoner  comes  in  ragged,  he 
is  dripped,  and  the  county-clothing 


put  on  ; his  own  cloaihs  wafbed  and 
boiled  in  alum  and  water,  and  mended 
before  he  goes  out.  The  whole  prifon 
is  whitewafhed  at  lead  twice  every 
year,  the  fleeping  and  day-rooms  of- 
tener,  and  good  water  at  all  times  ac» 
ceffihle.  The  Keeper  is  both  intelligent 
and  a(dive,  and  Teems  well  calculated 
for  the  fituation.  Every  part  of  the 
prifon  very  clean  ; fca|». and  weights 
are  provided  by  the  county,  and  I 
found  the  loaves  full  weight.  Every 
attention  is  paid  by  the  confiderate 
Ivlagiflrates  which  the  forrows  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  confinement  require.  Pri- 
foners  20th  Nov.  1801:  male  feions 
9,  petty  offenders  6 ; female  felons  5* 
petty  offenders  1 ; total  21.  13th  Ocl. 
1805  : 18  men,  8 women  ; total  26. 

Averagenu  tuber  ofannualcom  mi  tments 
from  1785  to  1795,  137.  From  1797 
to  061ober  1805,  178.  The  humane 
and  attentive  Con  liable  of  Chefter  Caf- 
tle  was  many  years  the  keeper  of  this 
prifon ; and  his  faithful  condu6l  has 
raifed  him  to  the  important  truft  he 
now  merltorioufly  difeharges  : an 
excellent  example  to  his  fucceffors. 
All  the  courts  are  well  flagged,  on  an 
inclined  plane,  fo  that  they  are  foon  dry 
in  wet  weather,  and  eafily  kept  clean. 

Nantwich  Prison  for  Debtors. 
Humphrey  Topham,  Gaoler  and  She- 
rifi’s  Officer.  Salary  none.  He  pays 
rent  6 1.  and  all  taxes.  This  prifon, 
for  the  manor  or  barony  of  JVich  Mai- 
hank,  oiherwife  Nanlivich,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Cholmondeley.  It  con- 
fifts  of  four  rooms  in  the  keeper’s  houfe, 
and  a work-lhop  ; there  is  a court-yard 
infecure,  and  a pump  with  excellent 
water  in  it.  The  keeper  informed  me 
no  debtor  had  been  confined  there 
thefe  twenty  years.  At  my  vifit,  the 
SOth  06lober,  1802,  there  were  three 
lunatics  here,  one  of  whom,  a poor 
woman,  was  raving  mad,  and  chained 
to  her  bed  : and  6n  the  29lh  Oxffober, 
1805,  two  lunatics. 

Nantwich  Town  Goal.  Henry 
Robinfon,  gaoler.  Salary  8 I.  a (bit  of 
cloaths,  a hat,  (hoes,  and  a load  of 
coals.  This  prifon,  called  the  round 
houfe,  was  built  by  the  county,  ia 
1782.  It  confilis  of  two  rooms  and 
a kitchen  for  the  keeper.  For  prifoneri 
a room,  arched  with  brick,  12  feet  3 
inches  by  10  feet  2,  with  a barrack 
bedftead  and  draw,  an  iron-grated  win- 
dow, about  36  inches  by  18,  no  fire- 
place : down  eleven  fteps  are  tvro  dun- 
geons, the  largell  I7  feet  by  10,  the 
Other  12  fe«t  by  10,  with  iron-grated 
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Apertures  12  inches  by  g ; brick  floors, 
and  damp.  Only  one  fire-place,  that 
in  the  keeper’s  kitchen.  There  is  a 
court-yard  about  34  feet  fquare,  but 
©f  which  the  prifoners  have  not  the 
ufe;  it  is  occupied  by  the  keeper  : the 
fewer  in  one  corner.  No  water.  No 
allowance.  Water  is  new  prevented 
coming  into  the  dungeons.  The  gen- 
tlemen here,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
ties, Teem  to  have  overlooked  a claufe, 
14  Geo.  111.  cap.  43,  “ to  prevent 
prifoners  being  kept  under  ground 
whenever  they  can  do  it  conveniently;” 
for,  I obferve,  very  few  among  thole 
lately  huilt  which  have  not  a dungeon. 
Prifoners,  061.  29th,  1802,  one  for 
bafiardy.  061.  29th,  1805,  two. 

Nantwich  JV^orkhoiife  vvas  ere6led 
in  1779  ori  Beam  Heath,  and  eftabliftied 
24th  June,  178O.  There  are  enclofed  ' 
with  it  thirteen  acres  of  land,  ten  of 
which  are  let  to  tenants  ; and  the  rent 
arifing  therefrom  applied  to  liquidate 
the  debt  on  the  houle.  The  remain- 
ing three  acres  keep  a cow,  and  fur- 
nilh  vegetables  for  the  houfe.  The 

t round  is  a gift  from  the  Lord  of  the 
lawor,  and  pays  no  quit  rent.  061;oher 
29th,  1805,  there  were  in  the  houfe 
eleven  men,  feven  women,  one  boy, 
and  four  girls.  The  men  arc  employed 
in  cultivating  the  garden,  or  Inch 
handicraft  trades  as  they  have  been 
brought  up  to.  The  women  f|)in,  pick 
cotton,  and  clean  the  houfe;  they  have 
no  part  of  their  earnings.  Prayers  are 
read  twice  a day  by  the  mafier  ; and 
all  that  are  able  attend  Church  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  The  lobbies,  rooms, 
and  every  part  of  the  houfe,  are  kept 
remarkably  clean,  and  the  inhabitants 
paid  great  attention  to. 

My  dear  friend,  the  fubje6l  of  this 
letter  will  be  new,  the- principal  ingre- 
dient Tea.  When  the  Work-houfe  of 
this  place  was  firfi  inhabited,  178O, 
Rules  and  Orders  were  made  for  its 
Government,  and  it  was  regufarly  vi- 
fited  once  a week  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  town.  This  laudable  cullom  has, 
however,  been  long  negle6led,  and  is 
now  almoft  totally  difcontinued.  On 
looking  over  the  Rules  and  Orders, 
tenth  article  fays,  No  Tea  to  be 
ufed  in  the  houle  on  any  account,  un- 
lefs  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  upon  pain  of 
being  put  fix  hours  in  the  Dungeon*.” 


Five  Shillings  a month  was  formerly 
allowed  for  Tobacco  and  Snvjf.  The, 
allowance  now,  1805,  is  reduced  to 
one  ounce  in  fourteen  days,  to  each 
individual.  Thongh  1 have  no  where 
met  with  Tea  thus  rigoroully  prohi- 
bited, yet  I cannot  help  obferving  that 
the  indulgence  of  Tobacco  has  crept 
into  moll  of  our  Gaols,  probably  with 
a view  of  countera61ing  infe6lion  by 
means  of  the  fmoke.  Whether  it  is 
effe6Uial  or  not,  you  are  the  bell  judge ; 
or  whether  a proper  ventilation  would 
not,  in  any  cafe,  render  it  unneceflarv. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  there  can  be  no  ex- 
cufe  for  the  chewing  of  it;  the  filthy 
cffe6ls  of  which  1 have  obferved,  not 
only  in  the  day-rooms,  but  in  the  lleep- 
ing-rooms  and  cells,  and  is  more  loath- 
fome  than  can  be  well  conceived,  and 
dellru6livc  of  that  cleanlinefs  which 
fhould  every  where  be  inculcated.  But 
to  advert  to  Tea  thus  rigoroufly  pro- 
hibited ; it  might  be  deemed  a luxury 
in  178O,  when  the  common  price  was 
IO5.  .or  12i\  a poimd;  but  now,  1805, 
that  the  price  is  reduced  to  4 s.  and  is 
the  common  beverage  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  why  is  not  this  prohi- 
bition taken  off!  It  even  extends  to 
the  purchafe  of  it  with  their  own  mo- 
ney, or  the  gift  of  a friend.  Might  it 
not  be  allowed  as  an  encouragement  to 
cleanlinefs  and  indullry,  for  they  have 
no  part  of  their  earnings,  and  thus 
operate  with  good  efte6l?  It  is  neither 
hurtful  to  themfelves,  nor  ofl’enfive  to 
others  ; and  there  could  be  no  harm  in 
thus  renewing  one  of  the  comforU, 
perhaps,  of  more  profperous  days. 
The  Magillraies  of  the  adjoining  county 
(Derby)  humanely  allow  convicls  un- 
der fentence  of  death  Tea  twice  a day. 
I'he  falary  of  the  good  old  Keeper  and 
his  notable  wife  was  formerly  35/.  per 
annum,  but  now  reduced  to  25/.  This 
is  a long  letter;  but  the  fubje6l  of  it  lb 
novel  and  extraordinary,  1 know  not 
how  to  comprefs  it.  Adieu,  and  believe 
me  moll  fmcerely.  Yours  J.  Neilp.^ 
Nanlwich,  061. '^g,  1805. 

P.  S.  I could  wifh  that  all  old  and  ih- 
jirm  people  in  all  pariflr  workhoufes 
had  one-third  of  their  earnings,  which, 

I am  perfuaded,  would  be  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  fuch  parifhes.”  Such  was 
the  lentiment  of  the  benevolent  Mr. 
Howard,  and  in  which  he  is  mofl  hum- 
bly  and  cordially  joined  by  .T.  Neild. 


*■  This  dungeon  is  down  lo  fteps  14  feet  by  6,  and  about  6 feet  high  in  the  centre 

(the  only  part  I could  ftand  upright  in),  the  curve  of  the  arch  running  lengthwife : 
<here  is  a bedftead  in  it  with  Itraw,  a board  floor,  and  a fniadi  iron  grating  for  light 
and  ventilation. 


Nichols  Son,  Printers,  Red  lion  Pajage,  Fleet  Street, 
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LETfER  XXXII.  ON  PRISONS. 


JExtraBed  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Septemher  1806. 


Who  would  believe  that  wicked  Earth, 
Where  Nature  only  brings  us  forth 
To  be  found  guilty  and  forgiven, 
Should  be  a nurfery  for  Heav’n  ?” 

Butler,  Satire  on  the  Weaknefs 
and  Mifery  of  Man. 

T**-  tt  Samhrook  Court. 

Mr.  Urban,  . ^ 

Aug.  24. 

There  is  not,  perhaps,  any  moral 
truths  which  ought  to  be  more 
impreffively  conveyed,  or  their  com- 
munication more  generally  diffufed, 
than,  were  every  one  to  do  all  the  good 
to  his  fellow  creatures  within  the  ex- 
tent of  his  powers,  or  every  virtuous 
perfon  to  reform  a fingle  vicious  one, 
that  a new  moral  creation  would  arife 
upon  the  foil  of  extinguilhed  depra- 
vity ; and  happinefs  be  cultivated  where 
mifery  had  been  predominant. 

Many  a worthy  individual,  in  re- 
flecling  upon  the  depravity  of  Vice,  may 
deem  its  jiower  too  gigantic,  or  its  in- 
fluence too  general,  for  his  fmgle  exer- 
tion to  counteradl  3 and  may  hence  be 
induced  to  mourn  over  the  misfortunes 
of  a fellow  creature,  rather  than  to 
exercife  feeble  and  inatkquate  means 
in  removing  them  3 and  thus  lole 

The  good  he  oft  might  gain 
By  fearing  to  attempt 


May  he,  however,  be  perfuaded  to 
: exert  his  abilities,  under  the  encourag- 
ing reflexion  that  the  greateft  bodies 
I are  but  an  aggregate  of  fmall  particles, 
and  moveable  by  the  well-direcled  com- 
bination of  machinery  3 and  that  ob- 
durate indeed  mull  be  the  heart  that  is 
impervious  to  the  rays  of  truth,  or  the 


mind  that  inflexibly  refifts  the  appeals 
of  beneficence. 

I was  led  to  thefe  reflections  by  the 
perufal  of  iny  friend  Neild’s  Hiltory 
of  the  Pi  ifon  at  Chester,  and  his  re'a^ 
tion  of  the  manifold  benefits  which 
have  refulted  from  the  perfevering  and 
benevolent  exertions  of  Dr.  Peplos 
Ward,  uniting  in  his  praclice  the  ami- 
ties of  the  Gofpel  and  the  judgment  of 
the  Magi  lira  te  3 thus  humanelv  antici- 
pating the  advice  of  an  amiable  Poet*: 

“ Be  this,  ye  rural Magiftrates,  your  plan : 
Firm  be  your  juftice,  but  be  friends  to 
man  3 [deed  j 

Still  mark  if  Vice  or  Nature  prompts  the 
Still  mark  the  llrong  temptation,  a... A the 
need.  call. 

On  prefling  Want,  or  Famine’s  p<:>werful 
At  leaft  more  lenient  let  thy  Juftice  fall.” 

If  fo  much  good  has  been  done  by 
the  energy  of  an  individual  thus  mflu- 
enced,  and  further  animated  by  the 
memory  of  a Howard  and  the  friend-  ' 
Ihip  of  his  living  Succeffor,  what  can- 
not be  ultimately  elTecled  from  the 
TloXXav  Koci  Aftfiiiv  ctXXviXoti; 

o’vv'Xv'yxiTiAOv  'f! 

Plutarch,  de  Placitis  Philofophorum. 
Although  fuch  charahlers  may  con- 
llltute  the  mod  brilliant  conitellations 
in  the  galaxy  of  moral  worth  ; yet,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  as  the  weakell 
ray  of  light  removes  fome  degree  of 
fliade,  fo  every  well-meant  endeavour 
to  promote  virtue  and  happinefs  may 


^ Langhorne’s  Country  Juftice. 

-p  The  united  effulgence  of  numerous 
cohered  ftars  (hiuing  together, 


« Shakfpeafe. 
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contribute  to  lefl'oii  vice  and  mifery  ; 
and  whoever  endeavours  to  lellen  the 
iiiiferies  of  his  fellow  creatures,  will 
add  to  his  own  felicity  in  the  funi  of 
prefent  enjoyment ; and,  finally,  with 
Petrarch,  it  will  be  faid, 

“ Svegliata  fra  gli  fpirti  eletti, 

Ove  nel  fuo  Fattor  Talma  s’interna*.” 

]t  is,  indeed,  a fentiiiient  Iona;  con- 
firmed, that  in  the  goodnefs  of  Provi- 
dence no  one  can  intentionally  add  to 
the  ha])pinefs  of  a fellow  creature,- 
without  proportionallv  augmenting  his 
own,  in  the  mind  of 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 
County  Gaol,  Chester  Castle. 
Conllablet  and  Gaoler,  Matthew  Hud- 
Jon\  faiarv,400/. ; fees,  8(^.  which  are 
accounted  for  by  the  keeper.  Debtors 
pay  45.  \d.  to  the  (lock,  for  coals. 
Pelons  have  coals  furnilhed  by  the 
county.  Cha|)lain,  Rev.  liua^land  Hilly 
falarv  SO/,  duly,  Sunday,  prayers  and 
i'ermon  ; Wednefday  andFridav,  prayers. 

A debtor  officiates  as  clerk,  for  which 
the  county  allows  2/.  a year.  Sur- 
geon, .Mr.  Hughes  ; the  county  pays 
to  the  Infirmary  Co  /.  for  attendance 
and  medicines,  out  of  which  the  fur- 
geon  receives  10/.  for  his  attendance. 
Allowance  to  debtors  feven  pounds  of 
good  wholefonie  bread  per  week, 
which  is  to  be  at  lead;  one  day  old,  viz. 
SDbs.  on  Tuefilays  and  Fridays.  Fe- 
lons are  allowed  thfe  fame  quantity  of 
bread,  together  with  two  ounces  of  fait 
per  week,  and  twelve  pounds  of  pota- 
toes each  week,  viz.  4lbs.  each  Mon- 
day, Wednelday,  and  Saturday.  Every 
Chrifimas  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of 
Chefier  are  wailed  upon  by  the  turnkey, 
and  their  fublcriptions  for  relief  of  pri- 
foners  amount  to  from  14  to  18/.  part 
of  which  is  difiribuled  in  money  and 
coals,  as  the  vifiting  magifirates  direifl. 
Out  of  this  finul  the  worthy  keeper  has 
a difcretionary  power  to  allow  any  very 
poor  debtor  the  fame  quantity  of  po- 
tatoes and  fait  weekly,  as  the  felons 
jecei\e.  Alfo,  with  the  fame  annual 
donaiions,  he  alfifis  many  [loor  debtors 
in  obtaining  their  fixpences  ; and,  fre- 
quently, by  a fmall  addition  to  the 
i'unis  \'otcd  by  the  Society  for  fmall 
Debts,  in  London,  to  efi'eiA  their  di(- 
charge.  A book  is  kept  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  emeritrg  all  donations,  and  the 
manner  in  which  ihev  are  applied, 

Awaken,;d,  as  from  Humber,  among 
the  fpirits  of  the  cleft,  where  the  foul 
enjoys  a more  intimate  communion  with 
her  Maker. 

f Salary  from  the  Crown  18/,  5s, per  aim. 


Chefter  Caftle  Gaol.  [Sept. 

which  is  under  the  confiant  infpeftion 
of  the  Magifirates.  Prifoners,  l6th 
Oftober,  1802:  debtors  31:  felons, 
&:c.  26. 

Remarks. — This  Cafile,  which  by 
its  magnificence  does  honour  to  the 
County,  is,  I am  informed,  one  of  the 
finefi  pieces  of  Grecian  architefture 
in  this  kingdom;  the  Architeft,  J\lr. 
Ilarrifon,  of  whofe  great  profefiional 
abilities  the  Bridge  and  Cafile  at  ' 
I/ancafier  will  fiand  lafiing  records. 
The  grandeur  of  the  defign,  the  ele- 
gance of  its  appearance,  being  all  of 
while  fionCj  and  the  convenience  with 
which  every  part  is  confirufted,  render  j 
it  equal  to  any  gaol  in  the  kingdom.  | 

The  front  is  about  100  yards,  in  the 
centre  of  which  Hands  theGounty  hall : 
before  it  there  is  a colonade  projefting 
about  five  yards,  compoled  of  twelve 
folid  pillars,  fix  in  a row,  each  21  feel 
Ion  g,  without  a joint.  The  Court  it- 
felf  is  half  a circle;  round  which  there 
are  12  other  folid  pillars  of  18  feet 
long ; on  thefe  veil  the  fione  beams 
which  llipport  the  roof.  The  Court 
of  Jultice  is  Avell  calculated  for  feeing 
and  hearing,  the  audience  being  raifed 
one  above  another  ujion  fieps  a foot 
and  a half  broad,  in  the  manner  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  theatres. 

From  the  prifoners  bar  there  is  a pri- 
vate paflage  into  the  Gaol,  to  bring 
them  through  into  Court.  On  the  left 
of  the  Hall  is  the  entrance  to  the  Gaol, 
and  the  Turnkey’s  Lodge.  After  pafs- 
ing  the  vefiibule  is  the  Debtors  Yard, 
which  is  both  fpacious  and  airy,  72 
feet  by  63,  exelnfive  of  the  Terrace, 

63  feet  by  17>  and  overlooks  a large 
traft  of  country.  Over  the  Turnkey’s 
I.odge  and  a fmall  arcade  of  nine  feet, 
there  is  a day-room,  24  feet  6,  by  18 
feet  6,  and  13  feet  high,  wdth  a cifiern 
of  water,  a fione  fink,  and  fione  flwlves 
to  fet  the  provifions  upon  ; and  a 
deeping  room  adjoining,  26  feet  by  18 
feet,  and  13  feet  liigh,  well  lighted  and 
ventilated  ; under  the  flairs  is  a fmall 
cellar  to  put  the  coals  in.  On  the 
riiiht  hand  fide  of  the  yard  is  another 
day-room,  24  feet  by  20,  and  12  feel  6 
inches  high,  with  a cifiern  of  water 
and  fione  fink,  a pantry  and  fione  - 
Ihelves  for  provifions.  Above  this  is 
a fleeping-room,  32  feet  by  20,  and  13 
feet  6 inches  high,  well  lighted  and 
ventilated.  Thefe  four  rooms  are  for 
common-fide  Debtors,  who  are  allowed 
a ftraw  bed,  two  blankets,  and  a cover- 
lit  lined  with  flannel,  by  the  County; 
at  the  lop  of  the  flairs  is  a large  cifiern 

of 
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of  water,  ufed  to  cleanfe  the  fewers  in 
this  part  of  the  prifon. 

On  the  left  hand  tide  of  the  yard 
are  two  dories  of  fmall  (leeping-rooms, 
twelve  in  number  j ten  of  which  are 
13  feet  6 by  7 feet  6,  and  12  feet  high; 
iho  end  room  on  each  landing  ig  feet 
hy  8,  and  12  feet  high,  with  fire-places. 
Two  pleafant  day-rooms  adjoin  each, 
ig  feet  6 by  15  feet,  and  13  feet  high, 
with  two  windows  in  each  room  ; thefe 
are  for  Mafter’s  fide  Debtors.  No  cif- 
terns  with  water  in  thefe  apartmems, 
hut  there  is  a pump  well  fupplied  with 
fpring  water  in  the  centre  of  the  yard. 
Each  fleeping-room  contains  one* bed, 
for  which,  if  found  by  the  Keeper,  the 
piriConer  pays  2 5.  per  week  ; if  the  pri- 
ioner  finds  his  own  bed,  he  pays  15.  per 
week,  which  is  accounted  for,  to  the 
County,  by  the  Keeper.  Debtors  have 
not  accefs  to  their  fleeping-rooms 
during  the  day;  the  bedheads  on  which 
they  lleep  are  two  iron  treffels  with 
boards,  painted  and  varnifhed.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  yard,  on  the  right 
hand  fide,  is  paflage,  81  feet  by"  6, 
leading  into  another  yard,  63  feet  fcpiare, 
exclufive  of  the  terrace,  63  feet  by  jy, 
on  the  farther  fide  of  which  is  the  in- 
firmary, 42  feet  hy  18,  with  convalef- 
cent  rooms  adjoining,  13  feet  high, 
airy,  and  well  ventilated  ; at  the  end 
is  a large  cifiern  of  water  fiipplied  from 
the  river. 

Oppofite  to  thefe  are  the  Women 
Debtors’  apartments,  of  wdiicli  de- 
feription  there  are  at  prefent  but  nvo. 
A fitting-room,  20  feet  by  ]?,  and  a 
fleeping-room,  23  feet  by  20,  both 
airy,  and  well  ventilated.  * A large  cif- 
terh  with  water  to  cleanfe  the  (ewer; 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  court-yard  is  a 
pump,  well  fupplied  with  fpring  w’ater. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Lobby,  or  Pa(- 
fage,  is  the  great  fiaircafe  ; down 
which,  by  a defeent  fifty  fieps,  (the 
ground  being  on  difieretiLleveisj,  are 
the  Felons  court-yards.  Round  the 
fiaircafe  are  the  Couftabi?!’s  apartments, 
confifting  of  two  elegant  parlours,  and 
a kitchen  on  the  firll  floor,  and  five 
handforne  bed-rooms  above.  The  front 
parlour  jirojebls  about  four  yards  be- 
yond the  lower  parts  of  the  honfe,  and 
is  fiirrounded  bv  a fione  terrace,  6 feet 
10  inches  broad,  with  open  iron  pali- 
illadoes  from  which  the  Keeper  has  a » 
'full  view  of  the  Felons’  yards,  inciofed 
• kv  a bou nd'i.vy-wall  *25  feci  high. 
They  are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,"(11- 
•Vided  by  parlitioii-W'alls,  iO  feel  9 


inches  high,  each  of  which  is  furnifhed 
with  its  own  dillin6l  apartments.  No. 
2,  3,  and  4,  each  confifting  of  a fpa- 
cious  court,  75  feet  by  57,  and  a 
pump  well  fupplied  with  good  fpring 
water,  in  the  centre  of  each,  with  an 
arcade,  20  feet  by  15,  and  two  day- 
rooms  to  each  yard,  14  feet  6 by  13 
feel  6 ; and  above  two  (lories  of  (leep- 
ing-celis,  each  8 feet  6 by  6 feet  4,  fix 
ceils  in  each  Itory.  The  end  yards. 
No.  1 and  5,  are  56  feet  by  2g,  with 
a day-room  to  each,  14  feet  10  by  li 
feet;  the  arcades  I9  feet  by  15,  fhefe 
have  only  fix  fleeping-cells,  three  in 
each  (lory.  Each  cell  is  provided  with 
a calt-.iron  bedhead,,  27  inches  wide, 
jierioratcd  with  fmall  round  holes,  011 
which  is  a flraw  matt  refs,  a tlraw  bed, 
two  blankets,  and  a coverlit  lined  with 
flannel.  Tiie  felons’  apartments  are  all 
of  flone  and  iron  ; and  the  roofs,  vchich 
are  on  the  fame  level  with  the  debtors’ 
yard,  are  alfo  of  (tone,  painted  to  pre- 
vent the  weather  from  making  tiie  cells 
damp.  Round  the  felons’  apartments 
and  court-yards  is  an  area  of  four  yards 
broad,  flagged  four  feet  wide,  the  other 
part  gravelled,  wiiich  thev  crol's  c;oin«' 
to  Chapel.  ' ^ 

Tlte  female  felons  are  feparated  from 
the  males.  Tiie  Chapel,  which  is  di- 
reblly  under  the  front  room  and  terrace 
of  the  Keeper  s houfc,  is  a very  neat 
little  building,  ornamented  with  feven 
fohd  pillars  18  feet  long.  The  felons 
fit  in  fi\e  feats  or  boxes  12  feet  by  6 
feet  8,  correfponding  with  their  le- 
fpective  court- yards,  over  wliicJi  is  a 
gallery  erefted  for  the  debtors.  Tiie 
keeper’s  pew  is  behind  the  clergyman, 
and  the  communion  table  below, 
where  the  (acranient  is  adminifiered 
(rom  four  to  fix  times  a year.  On  each 
fide  the  chapel  in  a ftraiglu  line  are  13 
folitary  cells  7 feet  8 hy  6 feet  4 ; 
each  has  a fmall  anti-room  8 feet  2 
by  7 (eet  8,  and  8 feet  ()  inches  high 
(three  oi  thefe  are  made  into  vvoik- 
ihops,  and  feien  out  of  the  remainder 
may  t)e  healed  by  a (love  for  that  pur- 
pofe);  over  which  on  each  fide  are 
work-rooms  for  debtors,  the  roofs  of 
which,  being  of  flagged  iioue,  form  ilie 
terraces  in  the  debtors  •and  tue  in- 
firmary Contis  ; in  front  of  u hicli  are 
two  rows  of  iroM-railmg  jilaccd  a little 
diftant  from  each  other,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  debtors  or  their  friends 
from  feeing  or  converfing  with  tiie  fe- 
lons below.  i here  is  a warm  ari<| 
cold  bath,  and  a Hove  lo  purify  the 

prifoiiera’ 
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prifoners’  infected  deaths,  which  are 
taktrli  from  them  on  coming  inio  pri- 
fon,  and  ihe  gaol  uniform  put  on. 
Such  debiors  as  work  luu'e  tvvo-thiids 
of  their  earnings;  but  there  are  few 
except  taylors  and  flmemakers  can  get 
employ,  as  Chelier  is  not  a manu- 
faduiing  city.  Felons  have  half  their 
earnings,  out  of  wbuh  ihey  receive 
three  tliiilings  per  \veek  (wlien  work- 
ing), belides  the  gaol  allowance;  the 
remainder  is  j^aid  iq  them,  or  remitted 
for  the  alh fiance  of  their  families,  if 
any,  or  on  i)r()dacing  a certificate  of 
their  good  hehaviour  at  the  end  of 
three  months  after  dilcharged.  There 
is  a book  kept  in  the  prifon  for  vifiting 
magiftrates  to  enter  rheir  remarks  ; and 
the  earnings  ofThe  prifoners  are  ac- 
counted for  at  each  Eafier  lellions.  I 
cannot  help  here  expreffing  my  regret 
at  the  lofs  to  this  Citv  of  that  able  and 
upridit  raagiftrate,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pep- 
loe  Ward  (who  by  the  late  A6l  is 
obliged  to  refide  nine  months  in  the 
year  at  Ely;.  By  his  aclive  energies  and 
unremitting  attention,  Indnftrv  and 
Morality  were  encouraged  and  incul- 
cated ; and  pofTefiing  temporal  autho- 
rity to  make  his  fpiritual  advice  re- 
fpeded,  his  influence  was  felt  through 
every  department  of  this  prifon. 

The  only  legacies  I find  on  record 
are  Mr.  John  Nornn/,  Citii^cMi  and  Mer- 
chant-tavlor  oi' London-,  hy  his  will,  lOih 
Odoher,  i()15,  he  left  6^.  ScL  to  be  dif- 
tribnted  on  Candlemas  yearly  for  ever 
by  the  Mayor  to  the  poor  prifoners  in 
monev  or  bread. 

ValerUme  Broughton  of  Chejler,  Al- 
derman, by  bis  will  KiihJnne,  lG03, 
left  13s’.  Ad.  to’ be  clifu  ibnted  Alichael- 
mas  and  Lady-day  yearly  for  ever  by 
the  Mayor,  io  the  priloners  in  tlie 
CaPilc,  by  equal  portions,  or  20  davs 
after. 

The  above  written  lit!  of  gifts  are 
true  coiries.  Tho.  Tagg,  Cl.  Pads. 

N.  B.  Thefe  are  regularly  paid 
(1805)  by  the  Mayor. 

Prifoners  28th  December,  1803  : 
debtors  -28  ; felons,  &c.  14.  26'tli 
(Vdober,  1805:  debtors  38;  felons, 
^c.  2.),  or  the  debiors  13  were  at 
Avork,  and  dneyof  them,  a flioemaker, 
})ad  laved  upwards  of  l(t/.  ; and  of  the 
felons  feven  were  at  work.  Every  one 
of  the  prifoners  attended  Chapel  the 
pext  day,  wdterc  their  appearance  was 
clean,  ‘iind  their  behaviour  orderly  and 
aiientive  to  a ferious  and  appropriate 
dil’courfe;  and  the  worthy.  Chaplain 


has  a diferetionary  powder  to  diftribiite 
moral  and  religious  books  as  he  thinks 
necefi'ary. 

There  is  a fingularity  in  the  manner 
of  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  who 
aie  left  for  execution,  which  merits 
mention.  They  are  delivered  by  the 
conftable  or  his  deputy  at  a fione  called 
Glovefs-flone,  a little  way  difiant  from 
the  gaol,  iuto  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffs 
of  tile  City,  who  receive  them  at  that 
Itone,  which  is  the  extreme  limit  of 
the  Caftle  precinds,  and  from  thence 
convey  them  to  the  place  of  execution, 
which  they  alfo  have  the  charge  of. 

The  rules  and  regulations  are  excel- 
lent, and  are  printed  and  fluck  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  prifon,  which  is 
kept  remarkably  clean.  The  County 
Magiftrates  have  fhewn  great  liberality 
in  providing  every  comfort  which  can 
attend  tlie  privation  of  liberty  ; and  of 
jiiiy  to  the  mifery  of  even  the  moft 
guilty.  Jn  the  choice  of  a Gaoler  the 
qualities  of  the  man  feem  particularly 
to  have  been  attended  to;  mild  and  pa- 
tient in  his  manners,  humane  and 
firm  in  his  condud,  much  refpeded, 
and  faiisfadion  is  vifibly  dernonftrated 
in  the  countenance  of  all  the  prifoners. 

There  is  an  elegant  Armoury  building 
at  the  extremity  of  the  Caftle-3ard 
(where  the  towers  flood)  120  feet  by 
45,  for  ftoring  30,000  ftand  of  anus  ; 
the  front  and  each  end  are  of  white 
fione,  and  built  by  the  County,  the 
remainder  to  be  done  by  Government. 
A handCome  fione  gateway  of  about 
12  feet  leads  to  the  Judges’  lodgings  ; 
hut  what  fiirprized  me  extremely  was, 
an  iinmenfe  powder-magazine  within 
10  yards  of  thefe  elegant  buildings. 
Gne  convenient  and  very  fafe  (in  cafe 
of  explofion)  might  be  built  near  the 
b?nks  of  the  river,  a little  dlftant  from 
the  Citv. 

The  Exchequer  at  Chefler  is  a very 
aniient  Court.  In  all  probability  it 
had  its  infiitntion  from  one  of  the  firft 
F.arls  of  Cbcfler  foon  after  the  Con- 
queft,  who  were  pofieffed  of  abfolute 
and  regal  power  ; for  the  Conqueror 
gave  Ins  nephew  Hugh  Lupus,  as  the 
words  of  the  Grant  exprefs,  “ Totuni 
huuc  coniitaium  t rnendum  Jil:i  cl  hered, 
it  a liber  e per  gladinm  Jicut  Rex  ipfe  te- 
nebat  Anglice  Coroncwi.” 

The  officers  of  the  Court  are  the 
Chamberlain,  Vice-chamberlain,  Ba- 
ron, Depn tv-baron,  Seal-keeper,  Exa- 
miner, Bnilifi’ Itinerant,  Filacer,  Mef- 
fenger,  Cryer,  the  County  and  City 

Gaolersj, 
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Gaolers,  and  the  clerks  in  Court.  Its 
juril’di^lif^i^  extends  only  over  the 
County  and  City  of  Chejler perfons 
living  out  of  the  lame  are  not  com- 
pellable to  appear  by  procefs,  unlefs 
they  have  lands  or  effeils  within  one 
or  the  other  of  them. 

The  Court  is  of  a mixed  nature, 
taking  cognizance  not  only  ot  equitable 
matters,  but  alfo  of  cafes  purely  legal, 
fo  far  as  rerpe6ls  the  recovery  of  debts. 

The  proceedings  are  by  fubpoena, 
bill,  and  anfwer,  the  fame  as  hi  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

The  bills  which  are  for  the  recovery 
of  debts,  fuggeft  that  the  bond,  note, 
Szc.  is  loft,  or  that  the  complainant 
has  no  witnelfes  to  prove  his  demand. 

If  a defendant  negledl  to  appear  at 
the  return  of  the  I'ubpoena,  he  is  com- 
mitted to  gaol  by  attacliment  for  con- 
tempt, till  he  either  enters  an  appear- 
ance, or,  if  for  want  of  an  anfwer,  till 
he  puts  in  his  anfwer. 

A per  foil  may  be  held  to  bail  in  the 
firft  inftance  for  a debt  of  10/.  or  up- 
*'  wards,  upon  adding  to  the  ul'ual  affi- 
davit of  the  debt,  “ that  the  com- 
plainant well  knows  the  defendant, 
and  believes  that  he  will  not  appear  by 
the  ordinary  procefs  of  fubpoena  of  the 
Court,  and  perform  the  orders  thereof 
without  furety  ; for  that  be  is  a perfon 
of  weak  eftate  and  much  indebted,  as 
the  deponent  hath  heard,  and  verily 
believes  to  be  true.” 

This  mode  of  proceeding  is  not  re- 
forted  to  but  in  cafes  where  the  defen- 


dant is  in  the  circumftances  fated  iw 
the  affidavit. 

In  the  City  Goal  an  alteration  has 
taken  place  which  1 defpaired  of.  The 
dungeon  was  dry  3 the  only  time  I ever 
faw  it  fo,  though  I have  vifiled  it  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  A man  who 
was  committed  for  felony,  foon  after 
my  laft  vifit,  had  the  refolution  to  at- 
tempt to  drain  it ; and  he  told  me  that 
he  emptied  more  than  20  buckets  of 
water  and  filth  out  of  it ; the  City  then 
humanely  had  it  fecured  from  the 
fprings,  as  it  has  been  dry  ever  fince. 
This  man  afterwards  attempted  to 
efcape,  but  he  was  puniffied  feverely 
for  it ; having,  in  addition  to  the  heavy 
double  irons  on  his  legs,  a ftrong  iron 
belt  round  his  waift,  and  an  iron  col- 
lar round  his  neck  with  a prong  that 
went  down  bis  back  ; thefe,  he  told  me, 
he  had  on  for  three  months,  but  the 
keeper  faid  only  two.  In  this  prifon 
are  the  only  iron  gloves  I ever  law. 
The  gaoler  told  me  he  had  lived  in  the 
Leeward  IQands  fome  years,  where 
they  were  frequently  ufed  on  the  Ne- 
groes ; that,  on  his  return  to  Chefter 
and  appointment  to  the  office  of  Gao- 
ler, he  had  got  a pair  made.  This, 
certainly,  ffiews  a feverity  of  difpofi- 
tion.  Prifoners,  26th  Geftober,  1805  : 
debtors  6,  felons  3,  petty  offenders  2. 
Having  given  a full  defeription  of  this 
wretched  prifon  (North  Gate),  in  the 
Magazine  of  January,  1804,  I con- 
clude, dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faith- 
fid  humble  fervant,  J.  Neilb. 

To  Dr.  Leitfom,  Londoh. 


t 


Printed  by  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street, 
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LETTER  XXXm.  ON  PRISONS. 

Paiilum  fepultae  diftat  inertia 
Celata  virtiis* Hor. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sambrook  Courts 
Sept.  24. 

IN  the  preceding  letter  individual  ex- 
ertion was  encouraged,  as  likely  to 
add  to  the  aggregate  of  good,  in  the 
prevention  of  vice,  and  diminution  of 
human  infelicity.  The  legal  Statutes 
have  invefled  the  Magiftrate  with  fuf- 
ficient  power,  if  duly  exerclfed,  to  ef- 
fe6l  in  a confiderable  degree  ihefe  im- 
portant ohje61s  — not  fo  much  by  co- 
ercion and  feverity  as  it  perfonally  re- 
ipe6ls  the  prifoner,  as  by  the  regular 
and  temperate  adminifiralion  of  juftice 
and  rehraint,  under  a full  imprelfion 
of  the  fen ti merit  of  Seneca, 


Qui  non  vetat  peccare  cum  poffit  jubetf . 
In  perufing  the  management  of  the 
County  Gaol  of  Fiint,  what  reforma- 
tion can  be  expefted  to  refult  from  the 
performance  of  clerical  duty  once  a 
month  only,  in  a prifon  too  where 
men  and  women  allbciate  promlfcu- 
oufiy  during  the  day  ? 

Impreffive  mufi;  be  the  monthly  la- 
bours of  the  Clergyman  whofe  admo- 
nitions fhali  maintain  their  influence 
during  fo  long  an  interval  ; or  tena- 
cious of  good  received  mull  be  the  Cri- 
minals. Admitting,  however,  thefe 
poflibilities,  might  not  fome  additional 
benefit  be  communicated,  were  the 
Gaoler  to  read  prayers  daily  in  the 
prefence  of  thefe  unfortunate  obje^ls, 
which  certainly  could  not  be  confider- 
ed  as  a painful  or  laborious  tafk?  If^ 
like  the  candidate  for  the  domellic  fer- 
vice  of  the  late  .Jonas  Hanway +,  it. 
fhould  be  deemed  fo  by  the  Gaoler^ 
like  to  him  it  might  be  made  up  in  his 
iiilary. 


* Virtue  or  energy,  when  concealed, 
differs  but  little  frond  barren  inertnefs. 
f He  orders  the  cofn-mifiion  of  a crime 
! , who  does  not  forbid  it,  when  it  is  in  his 
power. 

X This  excellent  Philanthropift,  when 
I he  wanted  a fervant,  publicly  advertifed, 
and  formed  his  decifion  from  phyfiogno- 
my  and  converfation,  and  not  from  any 
verbal  or  v.nitten  recommendationi  On 
one  occafion,  being  fatisHed  with  a per- 
fon  to  be  admitted  as  a domeftick,  he 
concluded  by  laying  that  it  was  the  prac- 
tice in  his  family  to  read  prayers  twice  a 
day,  and  fuppofed  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  join  in  the  fervice.  “iVo,”  replied 
the  rhan,  provided  you  iciU  make  it  up 
me  in  my  wa^ss.” 


Ruthin  Gcidl  and  Iloiije  of  CoTTcSiion 
afford  pleafing  contrails  in  moll  re- 
fpe6ls ; and  we  fliall  have,  1 irufi, 
other  occafions  of  commemorating  the 
great  improvements  in  the  prifon^  in 
general  throughout  the  Priucipaliiy  of 
Wales ; and  that  the  commendable 
exertions  of  the  Magifirates  and  per- 
lons  in  authority  correfpond  vvith  the 
lentiments  exprefled  in  the  infcriptiori 
over  the  door  of  Ruthin  Gaol,  as  well 
as  with  thofe  of  our  own  Poet ; 

Tis  the  firft  fan6lion  Nature  gave  to  man^ 
Each  other  to  affift  in  what  they  can. 

Denham  on  Juftice. 

To  find  occafion  of  commendation 
great  objebl  of  the  hazardous 
purfuits  of  my  Friend  Neild.  He 
who  has  lacrificed  a long  life  in  dark 
and  loathlome  dungeons  mull  expe- 
rience lingular  felicity  in  fubfiituting 
light,  air,  and  comfort,  to  the  molt 
friencllefs  clafs  of  mankind.  This  af- 
fords a fufficient,  reward  to  his  mind, 
as  he  has  often  laid  to  J;  C.  Lettsom. 

Denbigh.  ThbitiasWilliams, Gaoler; 
falary  61.  ; fees  none.  This  Gaol,  built 
1790,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  High- 
flreet,  and  confills  of  3 rooms,  about  g 
feet  by  6 each,  lighted  by  an  aperture 
in  the  wall  36  inches  by  8.  Straw  on 
brick  floors.  No  court;  no  water; 
prifon  very  dirty  ; keeper  lives  diliant; 
allowance  6d.  a day.  Prifoners,  291  hi 
Oblober,  1802,  none.  The  prifon  called 
The  Black  Hole,  Under  the  Toum-hali, 
is  now  converted  into  a fliop. 

Ruthin.  Humphry  .Tones,  Gaoler; 
falarv  50 1.  and  7I.  in  lieu  of  fees  ; biw. 
the  Under-lberift'  demands  3s.  6d.  f om 
each  Debtor  for  his  liberate',  forTr.  nf- 
ports  makes  a Bill.  Garnifh,  Debars 
2s.  6d.;  Felons  Is.  Chaplain^  Rev. 
Richard  .Toties;  duty,  .Sunday  morn- 
ing,  prayers  and  fermon  ; lalarv  30!. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Nichols  ; falary  30l. 
Allowance  to  Debtors  and  Fe  bus  2s. 
per  week  each. 

This  Gaol  has  in  from  apartments 
for  the  Gaolet ; backwards,  on  the 
ground-floor,  a dav-toJoni  for  Debtors, 
27  feet  by  15  ; and  aUother,  the  fame 
fize,  ^or  Crminats’,  and  for  the  latter 
only  4 ceils,  7ifeetbv6|;  2 on  eaefi 
fide  of  a pafliige  but  3' feet  wide.  The 
ceils  are  arched  with  brick,  and  linud 
with  oak-planks.  In  each  there  is  a 
bedfiead,  with  two  blankets  and  a co- 
verlet. A windowin  eacli,  3 feet  by  D 
In  bothjDebtors’ and  Felons*  day-rooms 
are  8 cupboards,  with  feparate  locks 

ami 
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and  keys,  that  each  may  fecure  his 
provifion.  Abo\e  are  9 rooms  for 
J)ebtors,  about  13^  feet  by  Ilf;  and  a 
neat  chapel  Thele  are  all  free  ivards, 
as  the  County  allows  to  the  Keeper  l.s, 
per  week  for  room-rent  ; but,  if  the 
Keeper  furnilhes  a bed,  each  Debtor 
pays  Is.  weekly  for  the  ule  of  it.  In 
each  of  the  Debtors’  rooms  is  an  nm 
ied/iead,  two  chairs,  and  a table.  Se- 
parate courts  for  Debtors  and  Crimi- 
nals, about  29  yards  by  14;  in  each 
a pump,  with  excellent  water,  and  a 
baihing-room,  with  a copper,  &c.  No 
infirmary.  Men  and  Women  Debtors 
and  Men  and  Women  Felons  alfociate 
together  in  the  day,  but  are  feparate  at 
night.  Add.  for  prelervalion  of  health, 
and  Claules  againfl  fpirituous  liquors, 
both  hung  up.  The  gaol  clean,  whiie- 
waflied  once  a year.  Great  Seflions 
held  here  twice  a year,  March  and  Au- 
gu!f.  IVifoners,  29ih  Oclober,  1802: 
Debtors  4 ; Felons,  &:c.  .5. 

llulhin  Houle  of  Correction  adjoins 
the  Gaol.  Robert  Junes,  Keeper;  (a- 
Jary  20l.  'I'liere  are  two  court-yards 
feparate;  and  for  men  a large  day- 
room  on  the  ground-floor,  and  a large 
room  above,  with  4 iron  bedheads, 
lackings,  fi()ck-beds,  2 blankets,  and  a 
co\erlet.  For  women,  a large  room 
below,  2 above,  and  2 in  the  garret, 
with  beds  and  bedding,  the  fame  as 
the  men.  Allowance,  2s:  per  week. 
Ko  employment.  Neitlier  the  Ac^  for 
prefervaiion  of  health,  or  Claufes  a- 
gainft  fpirituous  liquors,  hung  up.  The 
rooms  well  ventilated,  and  the  gaol 
clean.  Prifoner,  Od.  29,  i 802,  1. 

P.S.  This  Gaol  is  utidergoing  very 
conliderable  improveiiietits,  to  the  ho'- 
iiour  of  theC  ounty.  New  apartmetits 
ate  building  for  tlie  Gaoler;  a leparate 
kitchen,  rooms,  and  couri-vard,  for 
female  Debtors  ; a feparaie  kitchen, 

Denbigh  Selhons,  joth  .luly,  1802. 
“ Ordered,  'I'hat  the  Keeper  of  the  Moufe 
of  Correlation  at  Ruthin  bring  his  Prilbners 
c\ery  Sunday  to  attend  Divine  Service  in 
the  Chapel  of  the  County  Gaol;  and  that 
the  Gaoler  do  give  notice  of  the  tune  of 
fervice,  and  be  aiding  and  affifling  in 
bringing  thofe  Priloners  there  and  back.” 

. . . .“And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  all 
Prifonbrs  who  ffrall  receive  the  County 
Allowance  in  the  Gaol  and  Houfe  of  Cor- 
redion  at  Ruthin  do  attend  Di\  inc  Service 
in  the  Chapel  every  Sunday;  and  that 
every  Prifoner  rclufing,  except  for  fonie 
realonable  caule,  be  llopt  his  or  her  al- 
io,vancc.” 


rooms,  and  court,  for  female  Felons; 
a holpiial,  or  Tick  ward,  with  rooms 
above,  for  males  and  females  ; a roorii 
for  fines  ; 3 penitentiary  cells,  each  10 
feet  by  O';  and  work-rooms  for  the 
priConers;  which,  when  finifhed,  will 
make  it  a very  good  Gaol. 

At  the  front  of  this  Gaol,  on  an 
oval  white  marble,  is  this  infeription: 

The  Magiftrates, 
fenfible  of  the  miferable  ftate 
of  the  antient  Prifon, 
in  compaffion  to  the  Unfortunate, 
caufed 

this  Building  to  be  ereded, 
in  the  year 
MDCCLXXV. 

J.  Turner,  Archited. 
inferibed  over  the  door  of  the  County 
Ploufe  of  Corredion  at  Ruthin  : 

County  Workhoufe 
for 

Induftry  or  Corredion. 

County  Gaol  at  Flint.  Gaoler, 
Robert  JJ'dliams ; falarv  45l. ; fees. 
Debtors  (is.  ; befides  which,  fome  of 
the  Under-flieriffs  demand  3s.  6d.  for 
their  liberate,  others  do  not.  Fees,  Fe- 
lons Ss,  6d.  Garnifh  aboliflied.  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  George  Davies  ; duty,  once 
a month!!  falary  20l.  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Ingleby  at  Holywell  ; Hilary  30l.  ; al- 
lowance to  Debtors  and  Felons  4s. 
per  week,  out  of  which  Is.  is  paid  for 
a bed.  Number  of  Prifoners  3d  April, 
J800:  Debiors  2;  Felons,  &c.  3.  23d 

Oblober,  1802  ; Debtors  3^  Felons* 
No.  3. 

Phis  Gaol,  fituate  near  the  Old  Caf- 
tle,  is  alfb  a Bridewell.  The  Gaoler’s 
ajjartments  are  on  the  ground-floor  in 
fiont,  and  the  entrance  through  an 
iron  latticed  door.  I'or  belons  there 
are  5 lleeping-cells,  divided  by  a paf- 
fage  about  3 feet  wide;  one  of  them 
totally  dark;  the  others  are  lighted  and 
ventilated  by  an  iron-grated  aperture  in 
the  \yall,  about  24  inches  by  6 Each 
cell  is  ;il)out  9 feel  by  (i,  with  arched 
roof,  and  fitted  up  with  a wood  bed- 
jiead,  firaw,  2 blaukets,  and  a ruo-. 

1 hey  ha\e  a day-room  (witli  a fire- 
place), about  13  feet  I'quare,  and  a 
court,  with  a pumj)  in  it,  about  15 
yards  fquare.  Men  and  W ometi  Cri- 
mmals  afluciate  promifcuoullv  to'^e- 
ther  during  the  day.  For  |K)or  Debtors 
there  is,  below  flairs,  a free  ward, 
whicli  is  likewife  their  day-room;  it  is 
24  feet  by  13  ; and  a court,  with  a 
pump  in  it,  about  15  yards  fquare. 
i\iafiet’s-fide  Debtors  ha\  e 3 rooms  up- 

flairs. 
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ftairs,  fpacious  and  light ; they  are  di- 
%'ided  by  a lobby  2 yards  wide  ; 4 of 
them  have  fire-places;  and  each  Debtor 
pays  Is.  per  week  for  his  bed.  There 
IS  a warm  and  cold  bath,  and  an  in- 
firmary. The  Rules  apd  Orders,  as 
fettled  by  the  Magifirates,  1787,  are 
hung  up.  The  Claufes  againft  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  are  ftuck  up;  but  not  the 
i\6l  for  prefervation  of  health.  The 
Prifon  clean.  TIS  Houfe  of  Correc- 
tion, which  adjoins,  has  2 fmall  rooms 
up-fiairs,  one  for  men,  the  other  for 
women,  dark  and  ill  ventilated,  low 
cielings,  about  6 feet  high  only;  the 
bedflead  of  one  is  ©f  iron,  the  other  of 
wood  ; each  room  has  a fmall  court. 
No  employment  furnifhed.  Prifoners, 
23d  Oaober,  1802,  none. 

At  the  front  of  this  Prifon^  on  a 
black  and  white  marble,  is  this  ln~ 
fcription  : 

In  the 

Twenty-fifth  Year  of  his  Majefty  Geo.III. 
in  the  Sheriffalty  of 


9II 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Bart, 
this  Prifon  was  eredied, 
inftead  of  the  antient  loathfome 
Place  of  Confinement, 
in  pity 

to  the  mifery  of  even  the  moft  Guilty, 
to  alleviate  the  fufferings  of  lelfer  Offenders, 
or  of  the  Innocent  themfelves, 
whom  the  chances 

of  human  life  may  bring  within  thefe  walls, 
pone  at  the  expence  of  the  County, 
aided  by  fubfcriptions 
of  feveral  of  the  Gentry, 
who, 

in  the  midft  of  moft  diftrefsful  days, 
voluntarily  took  on  themfelves 
part  of  the  burthen, 

in  pompalRon  to  fuch  of  their  countrymen 
on  whom 

Fortune  had  been  lefs  bounteous  of  her 
favours. 

Joseph  Turner,  Archite6l:, 
In  the  infide,  on  a white  marble,  is 
a Lift  of  the  Names  of  the  Subfcribers, 
with  the  furns  they  gave,  beginning 
with  Sir  Roger  Molly n,  bart.  ltX)l. 


i; 


Nichols  ant/ Son,  Printers,  Red  fion  Passage,  Fleet’-Street. 
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tETTER  XXXIV.  ON  PRISONS. 

Quos  orbe  fub  omni 

Jam  vix  feptenS  numerat  fapientia  fama*. 

Mr.  Urban,  Samhrook  Court, 

O6iob.  15,  ' 

Although,  upon  a moderate 
calculation,  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  three  thoufands  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  are  daily  configned  to  the 
grave,  yet  few  indeed  claim  any  me- 
morial beyond  domellic  lofs,  or  dif- 
union  of  private  friendfhip  • but  in  an 
individual  whofe  exertions  have  been 
devoted  to  the  promotion  of  public 
good,  bis  death  becomes  a public  cala- 
mi tv. 

Little  did  T anticipate  in  introduc- 
ing into  the  preceding  eflTay,  the  bril- 
liant galaky  of  Philanihropills,  that  I 
ihould  fo  toon  have  to  record  the  ex- 
ttnftipn  of  one  of  its  brighted  contiel- 
lations  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Hall  ; of 
which  event  my  friend  Neild,  who  is 
now  re-vifiting  the  prifons  in  Wales, 
informs  me,  in  pathetic  exprefri.ons  of 
grief  and  regret,  his  letter  dated 
Launcedon,  Corhwall,  Sept.  27th,  he 
fays,-— “ I wilh  I could  gife  you  a bet- 
ter account  of  rtiyfelf.  For  two  days 
pad  I thought  that  I was  rapidly  re- 
tovering;  and  I direfted  my  couffe  to 
Bodmin,  through  I^auncedon,  rather 
than  to  Plymouth,  that  1 might  enjoy 
the  company  of  my  learned  friend  Dr. 
Hall  a day  or  two,  as  well  as  benefit 
by  his  advice.  The  Doctor  was  that 
excellent  Phydeian  I found  in  the  gaol 
bn  my  fird  vifit  there,  vifiting  and 
gratuitoufly  prelcribing  for  the  lick, 
which  I have  before  merilionefl.  Ima- 
gine how  1 was,  and  am  affecled,  by 
hearing  that  he  is  no  mofe.  He  ex- 
piredladnight,  in  confeqnence  of  a fall. 
The  news  was  brought  when  1 was  in 
the  Gaol  here,  and  cornmunieated  to 
me  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayfun,  with 
whom  I Oiall  pafs  to-morrow.  This 
fatal  event  has  lb  unhinged  me,  that  I 
know  not  what  to  do,  ffor  which  way 
nw  melancholy  will  direcd  my  deps. 
My  affliftiop  is  deep,  and  too  drong 
for  my  philofophy.  1 am  going  to 
hed  ; I wdfh  I could  add  to  re/}.'' 

In  commemorating  a difiingiiTfiied 
charadler,  rendered  dill  more  intered- 
ing  by  the  tedimony  of  the  benevolent 
NeilE),  may  the  lentiment  of  Milton, 
Patrem,  ever  be  impre'fled  on  the 
fnrvfvoTs  : 

*~Wililom  herfelf  can  Icarcely  number 
icven  perfons,  from  among  all  the  Ions 

of  men,  whom  (he  can  honour  with  fuch 
a name. 


Nomen  in  exemplum  fero  fervabj- 
raus  cevof. 

The  information  on  the  improved 
date  of  Prifons,  communicated  in  a 
preceding; letter,  (Chepdow,  Sept.  14.) 
would  afford  fome  folace  to  o-rief  and 
ftbllifne  pleafing  for  the  m"aTy  pain- 
ful  lenfations  which  the  hidory  of  Pri- 
fons mud  have  excited,  were  anxious 
lohcitude  relieved  on  account  of  the 
precarious  date  of  health  of  ray  excel- 
cellent  Friend,  whofe  life  is  important 
m proportion  to  the  vad  extent  of  hu- 
man infelicity.  “ I am  jud  returned," 
he  obferv'es,  from  Brecon,  and  have 
the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that  the 
fiaol  there  has,  fmee  my  lad  vifit,  re- 
ceived every  improvement  which'  the 
original  bad  condru6tion  of  the  build- 
m-  will  admit.  The  old  gaoler, 
whole  cruel  treatment  and  half-darv- 
ing  his  pri loners  I fb  much  com- 
plained  of  on  my  lad  vifit,  was  dif- 
miffed,  and  a new  one  is  appointed. 
Women  are  no  longer  loaded  with 
irons.  When  I had  finilhed  my  re- 
mar  s,  I waited  on  the  Magidrates, 
and  my  obfervations  will  be  laid  before 
the  Quarter  Seffions.  It  gives  me,  and 
1 am  lure  it  will  give  you,  great  plea- 
hire  to  be  informed,  that  the  City  and 
Borough  Goals  are  every  where  improv- 
ing, and  leem  in  every  place  to  engrofs 
the  attrition  of  Magidracy.” 

VI  hild  this  relation  is  perufed  with 
genuine  pleafure,  the  facred  injunc- 
tion,  ‘‘Be  not  weary  in  well  doins." 
IS  impreffively  illudraied,  and  perfever- 
ing  exertion  to  lefTen  vice  and  milery 
arnplv  encouraged.  When  there  were 
only  three  or  four  perfons  in  the  world 
one  ol  them  killed  his  brother j of 
twelve  Apodles,  chofen  by  Cffrid,  one 
became  a traitor  ; and,  prominent  as 
vickednels  may  now  appear,  never 
was  public  and  private  virtue  more 
prevdent  than  in  the  prefent  aera  of 
this  favoured  Empire,  in  the  judgment 

® ,,  J-  C.  Lettsom. 

Monmouth  Coijnty  Gaoi. 

gaoler,  lalary  io5L 

Gaol  and  Houfe  of  Correaion. 
fees  and  garmffi  abOliffied  ; yet  the  Un- 
der Sheriff- demands  lOs.  6d.  for  his  /i- 
yerate,  and  the  debtor  is  detained  till 
It  is  paid  I For  the  conveyance  of 
tranfports  7I.  each.  Chaplain,  the 
Rev.  John  Potvelt.  Duty,  prayers  and 
ermon,  on  VI'ednefday  •,  and  prayers 
on  Sunday.  Salary  SOl.  Surgeon,  Mr. 

“t  We  will  name  foi'Tu 

example  to  late  pofterity, 

Willmm 
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William  Powel.  Salary  20l.  Allow- 
ance to  debtors  who  are  paupers,  one 
pound  and  a half  of  bread  per  day,  arid 
one  (hilling  per  weeU  in  money.  To 
felons,  one  pound  and  a half  of  bread 
per  day,  and  feven  pence  in  money. 
To  Houfe  of  Corre6lion  prifoners,  one 
nound  and  a half  of  bread  per  day,  and 
one  fourth  of  their  earnings.  Thofe 
who  are  imprifoned  for  a term,  have 
one  pound  and  a half  of  bread  per  day 
only.  The  bread  is  fent  in  from  the 
bakers  eve^'  other  day  in  loaves  of  3lb. 
weight.  Convidis  under  fentence  of 
iranfporiation  have  the  King’s  allow- 
ance of  2s.  6d.  which  is  given  to  them 
in  a three-penny  loaf  every  day,  and 
nine- pence  a week  in  money. — -Re- 
marks. This  Gaol,  which  is  alfo  the 
County  Bridewell,  has  rnuch  the  ap- 
pearance of  a cable ; it  is  fituated  on 
a fine  eminence  ; the  boundary  wall 
inclofes  about  an  acre  of  ground,  given 
by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  The  outer 
gate  has  on  one  fide  the  'lurnkeys 
Lodge  and  a fmall  room.  On  the 
other  fide  is  the  wafli-houfe  and  oven, 
and  cillern  for  foft  water.  Up-fiairs 
are  three  cells  for  prifoners  under  fen- 
tence of  death,  7 feet  (3  inches  by  6 
feet  t),  and  nine  feet  high,  well  lighted 
and  ventilated  ; and  a room  for  the 
Turnkey  to  lleep  in.  Over  thefe  is  a 
flat  roof,  where  criminals  are  executed. 
The  Gaol  is  in  the  centre  of  the  area, 
and  the  Keeper’s  court  and  houle  front 
the  Turnkey’s  lodge.  On  the  ground 
floor  are  theVifiting  Magifirates  room, 
two  rooms  for  the  Keeper,  and  twelve 
Beeping  cells,  8 feet  g inches  by  6 feet, 
with  ^azed  windows,  five  of  which 
are  for  common-fide  debtors,  to  whom 
the  County  allow  a plank  hed-llead, 
a ftraw  in  facking  bed,  a pair  of 
(beets,  a blanket,  and  a rug ; and  in 
the  winter,  an  additional  blanket  or 
Tug.  Five  cells  for  folitary  confine- 
ment, and  two  totally  dark  for  the  re- 
fra^ory.  Mailer’s  fide.  Debtors  have 
a court-yard  57  feet  by  45,  and  a day- 
room,  28  feet  by  ig,  and  above,  a fleep- 
ing  room  the  fame  fize,  to  which  if 
the  debtor  brings  his  bed,  he  pays  one 
lliiHing  per  week,  or  the  Keeper  fur- 
nifhes  beds  at  2s.  Cd.  per  week  each  ; 
two  fleep  together.  If  any  debtor  has 
a bed  in  the  Keeper’s  houfe,  he  pays 
5s.  per  week.  Mr-  James  Gahriely  of 
this  towm,  who  died  March  26,  1754 
75)  had  been  very  kind  to  the  pri- 
foners in  his  life-time,  and  at  his  death 
left  them  lOUl.  which  is  invefied  in 


the  Turnpike  fecurity,  from  which 
each  prifoner  receives  every  quarter- 
day  a fixpenny  loaf.  A memorial  of 
this  legacy  is  fixed  up  in  St.  Mary's 
church. 

There  are  four  courts  for  criminal 
prifoners,  each  57  feet  hv  45,  with  water 
and  a fewer  in  each,  and  four  very  fmall 
circular  day-rooms,  one  at  the  bottom 
of  each  tower.  The  court-yards,  not 
being  paved,  or  gravel  bottom,  are 
from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  very  damp, 
flirty,  and  almofl  ufelefs.  In  the  cen- 
tre of  the  building  is  the  Chapel,  where 
the  prifoners  enter  from  their  refpec- 
tive  divifions  to  the  feats  appropriated 
for  them.  On  the  firft  ftory  are  tw^elve 
lleeping-cells,  three  on  each  fide  the 
paffages  or  lobbies,  of  five  feet  wide  ; 
each  cell  is  8 feet  g inches  by  6 feet,  with 
arched  roofs,  plank  bed-fteads,  and 
double  doors,  the  outer  of  wood,  and 
the  inner  iron-grated,  well  ventilated, 
with  a window  half  glazed  and  infidc 
fhutters.  At  the  end  of  each  lobby  or 
pafiageisa  room  intended  for  prifoners 
to  undrefs  in,  on  going  to  bed.  Above 
thele  are  12  other  (leeping  cells,  the 
(ame  as  thofe  deferibed,  with  iron- 
grated  windows,  infide  (butters,  and 
Hoping  blinds.  In  the  attic  flory  are  two 
good-fized  infirmaries,  one  for  men,  the 
other  for  women ; and  there  are  four 
circular  rooms  on  the  top,  one  in  each 
tower,  12  feet  diameter,  and  7 feet  high, 
totally  dark,  with  flraw  on  the  floor, 
for  refratlory  prifoners.  The  fpacc 
between  the  court-yards  and  boundary 
wall  is  from  15  to  SO  feet,  and  makes 
the  Keeper  a convenient  garden.  Rules 
and  Orders  are  printed,  but  not  (luck 
up.  The  Acl  for  prefervation  of  health, 
and  claufes  agalnll  fpirituous  liquors, 
not  hung  up. 

House  of  Correction.  Prifoners 
here  and  female  felons  are  fonietimes 
employed  in  fpinning  coarfe  cloth,  and 
making  tobacco-pipes,  and  receive  half 
their  earning  •,  but  employment  is  fel* 
dom  to  be  procured.  There  is  a cold 
hath  and  county  cloalhing  for  the  pri- 
foners ufe,  and  they  have  Irefh  (Iraw 
and  clean  (lieeis  once  a month,  and 
clean  linen  once  a week.  Men  felons  I 
have  no  employment.  Prayer-books  | 
are  fuppUed  to  thofe  who  can  read ; 
and  the  Magiftrates  now  vifit  frequent- 
ly, as  appears  by  the  entries  in  the  j 
book.  1 ne  Gaol  very  clean.  I weighed 
the  bread,  and  found  every  loaf  full  1 
weight.  Prifoners,  Nov.  15,  1802: 
Debtors  three.  Felons  eight.  Petty  of-  | 
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fenders  three.  Total  14.~—Pri Toners 
Sept.  5,  1805.  Debtors  one.  Felons 
10.  Petty  offenders  two.  DeTerter,  one. 
Total  14. — Sept.  11,  1806.  Debtors 
three.  Felons  five.  Petty  offenders 
feven.  Lunatic,  one.  Total  l6.  At 
my  vifit  in  1805,  I found  the  gaoler 
was  dead,  and  that  the  magiflrates 
continued  his  widow  iri  that  filuation, 
with  an  affiftant,  at  50l.  per  a7inutnt 
and  likewife  allowed  nine  fhillings  a 
week  to  a Turnkey,  to  which  Mr.  Phil- 
lips has  added  three  fliillings  per  week. 

Monmouth  Town  Gaol.  James 
}VaLkman,  gaoler,  fince  iVilUam  Jar- 
rattf  now  ff^llliam  Jones,  Talary  Ql. 
Fees,  none.  He  is  a flieriff’s  officer, 
and  ferjeant  at  mace.  No  Chaplain.  Sur- 
geon from  the  town,  if  wanted.  No  debt- 
ors are  confined  here  now.  Allowance  to 
felons  4d.  a day,  in  bread.  Two  fmall 
rooms  on  the  firft  floor,  and  a large 
one  above  very  dirty,  the  flraw  on 
the  floor  worn  to  dull,  and  an  offen- 
five  tub  as  a fewer  in  one  corner, 
which  the  Keeper  told  me  was  emptied 
once  a quarter.  Prifoners,  Nov.  15, 
ISOS,  none.  At  my  yifit  Sept.  4, 
1800,  1 found  the  Gaol  in  the  fame 
filthy  Hate,  the  old  keeper  dead,  and 


William  Jarralt  appointed  in  his  room. 
Neither  the  A6l  for  the  prefervation  of 
health,  or  claufes  againft  fpirituous 
liquors,  hung  up.  This  wretched- Gaol 
is  rendered  adaitionallv  offenfive  by 
adjoining  a manufatffory  for  candles, 
Prifoners  Sept.  4,  1803,  tw'O.  Sept» 
11,  1806,  none. 

Abergavenny  Gaol.  Keeper  Win, 
Thomas  ; falary,  none,  Confifts  of 
two  rooms ; that  for  prifoners  is  ten 
feet  by  four,  with  arched  roof ; wood 
bedhead  and  flraw  ; lighted  by  an  aper- 
ture ill  the  wall,  and  a grating  of  eight 
inches  fquare  in  the  door,  through 
which  they  receive  their  provifions, 
Prifoners  Nov.  l6,  1802,  none.  Sept, 
6,  1803,  none.  Sept.  12,  1806,  none. 

The  County  Bridewell  at  Usk  (for- 
merly a chapel)  is  now  abolifhed,  and 
confolidaled  with  the  County  Gaol, 

My  dear  Friend,  Though  this  tour 
of  vifitation  has  been  umifually  long, 
you  mult  not  expe6l  to  fee  me  before 
the  middle  of  December.  To-morrow 
I propofe  felting  out  for  Shrewfbnry, 
Stafford,  Worcefter,  and  Hereford, 
which,  with  Prifons  of  lefl'er  note,  will 
fully  occupy  the  time  of  yours  moft 
fincerely  Jas.* 

J)r.  Letf/om,  London. 


Nichols  a»af  Son,  PrnUers,  Rsd  Lion  Passagi,  Flnt-Slrett. 
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LETTEll  XXXV.  ON  PRISONS. 

Mr.  Urban,  Samhook  Court, 

L>cc.  24. 

“ Servare  cives  major  eft  virtus  patriae 
patri«.”  Seneca. 

IN  appreciating  the  humane  fenliment 
of  the  Homan,  of  the  jrreai  and  the 
powerful  relieving  their  fellow  crea- 
tures, it  cannot  be  lefs  meritorious  in 
thofe  of  inferior  fiations,  who  efte^f  the 
lame  by  labour,  expence,  and  danger. 
At  the  fame  time,  let  not  ilie  paternal 
feafibilities  of  Royalty,  or  the  benevo- 
lences of  the  Great,  be  under-rated.  In 
this  Empire,  the  firfi  Magidrate  is,  in 
the  bed  fenfe,  the  Father  ol  his  Coun- 
try ; and  the  virtues  of  many  of  the 
Nobility  add  to  their  rank  more  dig- 
nity than  is  derived  from  titles  or 
an  cell  ry. 

The  hidory  of  the  County  Gaol  of  Bre- 
ton affords  a gratifying  confirmation 
of  the  great  benefit  which  may  be  con- 
ferred on  the  community  by  well-di- 
recled  and  individual  exertion.  In  a 
former  effayt,  notice  is  taken  of  the 
mifmauagement  of  this  Prifon,  which 
excited  the  attention  of  the  learned 
dudgeon  his  Circuit;  and,  in  confe- 
qiience  of  an  excellent  Charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  the  Gaoler  was  difmiffed  ; 
and  the  prefent  improvement  of  the 
Prifon,  and  more  humane  treatment 
of  the  Prifoners,  have  been  the  refnits. 
Yours,  &c.  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Countv  Gaol  at  Brecon.  Gaoler, 
Walter  Watkins',  lalarv  52/.  JO.y.  for 
Gaol  and  Bridewell.  Fees,  debtors  Js. 
and  for  felons  acquitted  in  court  or 
difeharged  by  proclamation  J]^’,  4d. 
paid  by  the  Treafnrer  of  the  Countv. 


For  the  conveyance  of  tranfports, 
makes  a bill.  Allowance  one  pound 
of  bread  pet  day.  Chaplain,  Rev.  John 
Jones;  duty,  prayers  on  J'hurfday  and 
Sunday  ; and  once  a monih  a fermon  ; 
lalarv,  20/.  10^.  Surgeon, Mr.  Williams 
(for  felons  only) ; falary,  10/.  10^.  At 
my  vifit,  September  1803,  the  prifoners 
complained  to  me  of  being  cruelly 
treated  and  halfftarved;  thev  were  lite- 
rally half  naked  ; and  two  women,  with- 
out (hoes  or  ftockings,  heavily  loaded 
with  double  irons |.  The  Keeper,  who 
is  a weaver  and  dyer  of  worfleds,  told 
me  he  had  to  fupport  the  prifoners 
committed  to  the  Hinife  oi  Corre61ion, 
for  which  he  received  the  whole  of 
their  earnings.  The  countenances  of 
all  the  prifoners  befpoke  neudeCt  and 
oppreffon  and  the  learned  Judge  to 
whom  1 fent  mv  remarks  was  pleafed 
to  mention  them  in  Itis  Charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury  at  the  next  Allize,  when 
the  Magiftraies  hnmanelv  inierfcred. 
The  prefent  Gaoler,  1 homas  Gif  tins  ; 
lalary  105/.  out  of  vvh'ch  lie  provides  a 
turnkev,  to  whom  he  pa\  s 26/.  which 
reduces  liis  falary  to  70/«  ; and  fees  as 
per  table.  The  allowaiue  both  to 
debtors  and  felons  is  now  (1806)  one 
ground  and  a half  of  bread  per  dav. 
Fhe  Chaplain’s  falarv  is  now  20/.;  and 
the  furgeon’s  26/.  5s.  (for  felons  onlv.) 

Remarks.  This  Gaol  and  Bridewell 
was  finiflied  in  1782  ; but  fince  my 
vifit  in  1803  has  undergone  many  im- 
provements. There  is  now  a boundarv 
wall  of  51  yards  by  37,  and  the  Gaol 
is  in  the  centre  of  the  area  : the  af'cenl 
to  the  Keeper’s  houfe  is  by  a flight  of 
fieps,  and  his  apartments  are  on  the 
ground  floor  ; on  the  ri<iht  of  his 


* “To  preferve  the  lives  of  citizens,  is  the  greateft  virtue  in  the  Father  of  hi.s 
Country.”  A plealmg  inftance  is  afforded  in  one  of  our  own  Royal  Family  having  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  happy  recovery  of  a young  female,  who  attempted  to  termi- 
nate her  miferies  with  her  exifience  by  drowning.  (See  vol.  LXVIII.  p.  7ip.)  And 
very  recently,  hfe  Imperial  Majefty  of  Raffia,  the  Emperor  Alexander,  in  one  of  hi« 
journeys  through  Poland,  folely  by  his  own  perfeverance  and  perfonal  exertion,  re- 
ftored  to  life  a peafant  of.^hat  country,  who  had  been  drowned  a confiderable  time. 
The  emotions  of  this  amiable  Prince  on  this  occafion  were  inexprelTibly  tender;  and 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  joy  he  exclaimed  in  French,  “ Good  Gody  tki';  is  the  h ightejt 
day  of  my  life  And  the  tears  vvhich  inftantaneoufly  fprang  from  his  eyes,  indi-. 
cated  that  thefe  word.s  came  from  the  heart,  (See  p.  413.) 

t Letter  III.  Gent.  Mag.  1804,  p.  loi. 

X Lord  Loughborough,  Lent  Affize  1782,  at  Thetford,  laid  a fine  of  2oZ.  on  the 
Gaoler  of  Norwich  Caftle  for  putting  irons  on  a woman. 

§ At  my  earneft  requeft,  the  Gaoler  prornifed  to  take  the  irons  oft’  the  two  women  ; 
adding,  he  would  not  do  it  to  oblige  any  Magiftrate  in  the  town.  This  man,  conver- 
fant  in  feenes  of  mifery,  feemed  fteeled  againft  every  tender  fenfation.  He  told  me,  a 
felon  and  deferter  had  made  their  efcape  a fhort  time  before  my  vifit.  1 anfwered, 
^hat  I ftipuld  not  be  furprized  at  any  a6l  of  dd'peration  under  circuniftances  of  fuch 
fcverity. 


kiichea 
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kitchen  is  the  infirmary  room,  and  on 
tlie  left  a room  for  female  debtors. 
Men  debtors  have  a court-yard  with  a 
pomp  and  a fewer  in  ii,  a large  day- 
ri  o u with  a fire-place  and  glazed  win- 
tl'  ws  ; and  on  each  fide  a larie  deep- 
ing-r  om  (v\hich  is  a free  ward),  v^  iih 

3 fire-place  and  glazed  windows.  Up- 
fiaiis  are  lour  flee])ing-rooms  with 
glazed  window^,  aitd  fire-places  in  two 
of  them.  If  the  debtor  brings  his  own 
bed,  he  pays  nothing;  if  tl.e  Keejiei 
furnifhes  one,  2s  idd.  a we.  k.  Men  fe- 
lons ha\'e  a court  about  33  fret  by  25, 
into  whifdi  one  lleeping-cell  opei  s;  a 
dav-rooin  (26  feet  4,  bv  14)  into  which 
two  cells  ojien.  Adjr)ining  to  tins 
day  room  is  a pafl’ige  Ifj  feet  long,  and 

4 fee  t wide,  called  the  iron  gate,  into 
\\  Itich  four  ce’ls  open  ; ihefe  are  in- 
tended for  t le  word  clafs  of  pri Toners. 
I'he  court,  da\-room,  and  (leeping- 
celis  for  vromen  felons,  are  the  fame 
as  thole  fur  the  men  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  (tioI.  '^i'he  lloule  of  (\)r- 
leclmn  is  under  the  fame  rouf,  but  fe- 
parai'  d from  the  Gaol  by  the  ( bapei. 
'i  he  dav  roo  n ita-  a fire-plar  e ami  iron- 
grateti  wi  dou*s  ; two  fleepiug-cells 
oj.en  into,  in  In  the  cnurt-ya.i tl,  there 
is  a donl)  e ( ell  lor  ihofe  imder'  lenience 
of  deal'll  : the  outer  cell  fas'  an  iron 
grating  oxer  the  door,  and  -is  15  feet 
by  10  (eei.  O'  luciies  : the  inner  cell, 
winch  opens  into  it,  and  v\  here  the 
)n - ru'ier  (leeps,  is  ()  feet  O'  inc  hes,  hy 

5 feet  0,  and  almoll  ii.t.dly  daik. 
'I'l-erc  are  to  o reception  cells  for  i)ii- 
loneis  v\  hen  fit  ft  brmight  in.  Kich 
cel!  IS  ()  teet,  h\  sj.  (cet  10  iriches,  and 
F feet  higu,  fitted  up  with  a woodraeJe 
hedliead,  ft  aw  in  faekmg,  hed  (fivfli 
firaweverv  ui  inli),  t wo  hlankr  ts,  and 
a mai'tlie  diur-cav  milv  8 f et  10 
ineh-  s h g ■.  M ps,  brooms,  andfoap, 
arc  allow  (1  to  keej)  the  priiun  clean, 
but  nenlier  pads  nor  towels.  Prlf’oners 
are  to  have  otie-ihird  of  their  earnimjjs, 
file  Gaoler  one,  and  the  (’ounty  one,; 
wtan.  ing  j ill  liegun.  Pri. oners  7tb 
Septeiuber,  1803;  debtmsG;  felons  4; 
Bridewell  2;  total  ().  September  12, 
1806:  debt.irs  none;  lehms,  ^.c.  10. 
Bhe  Pri  foil  very  ele.in,  and  b<;oks  for 
the  viliting  IVI.ia  iiiates.  C haplain  and 
Stirgeoti  to  enter  itieir  rej’orts.  '{'he 
two  former  ate  wry  legidar,  l)nt  mme 
fiom  ilie  Snraieon  fit  ee  tfie  4tl)  An- 
gnft.  No  rules  ail  ! e.rd  rs.  No 
coontv  cloathimi;.  .Vet  .md  claufes  not 
huna  up,  ausi  tranfpmLs  have  not  die 
King's  .diotvattce  of  2s.  6d.  a- week. 


Brecon  Towm  Gaol ; David  Mor^ 
gan  (Serjeant  at  Mace,  and  a fhoema- 
ker',  Gaoler;  falary  5/.;  fees  3s.  6d, 
Chaplain  none.  Surgeon  (if  wanted) 
from  the  Borough.  Allowance  2d.  a 
day  in  b.iead.  A dark  dungeon  about 
12  feet  frptare  down  10  fleps  ; ftraw  on 
a mud  fluor.  No  court!  no  water! 
1 he  oniy  1 gtii  it  receives  is  from  a 
final!  iron  g'-ating,  level  with  the  ftreet. 
Up-ftairs  aie  four  rooms  for  debtors, 
who  (tiiTiitli  their  own  beds,  or  pay  the 
Keeper  Is.  per  week  for  the  ule  of  one. 
At  my  villi,  12  September,  1806,  the 
Keeper  told  me  that  the  allowance  was 
now  one  pound  and  a half  of  bread  per 
day  I tliat  his  falary  had  been  difcon- 
tinned  ihefe  twm  years.  'Phere  are  only 
two  rooms  now  for  debtors,  who  are 
coniu  itted  by  procefs  ifftiing  om  of  the 
Borough  (ionrt,  fiom  one  fhilling  to 
anv  amotim.  Prifitners  none. 

Malsall  I owm  Gaol;  J'Villiam 
IMaJon^  G.iuler  ; falary  none  ; fees 
os'.  4t/.  ; and  2^.  to  the  Town  Clerk 
on  commirment  of  every  felon  Two 
rooms  under  the  Town-hall  ; that  fur 
debtors  has  a fire-place;  it  is  down  five 
fieps,  with  an  iron-grated  window  to 
the  lireei,  bui  not  being  glazed,  and 
110  infule  flinlteis,  is  extremely  cold  ; 
draw  only  upon  the  damp  brlek  floor 
to  lltcj)  upon.  A door  opens  out  of 
tills  room  into  a dark  dnnyeon  for  fe- 
lons, aliont  three  yards  fquare.  Ad- 
joining to  the  debtors  room,  is  one  for 
felons,  with  an  iron  grated  wiiTdow  to 
the  ftreet,  and  two  dark  dungeons 
V iih  I'traw  on  (be  floor  to  fleep  on. 
Allowance  to  debtors  and  felons  2d. 
per  (lav.  N(*  court  ! no  fewer  I no 
water  I The  beadle  told  m*e  he  branght 
it  to  tiu‘  grating  (or  the  prifoners.  Fe- 
1 ms  fur  petty  oflences  remain,  here  till 
the  Onaiter  ftllions.  No  debtors  are 
confined  here  for  lefs  than  10/.  No-, 
veiiiber  2,  1802,  no  prifonev.'. 

olveruampton  Bridewell,  re- 
built 1800,  Keeper,  George  Roberts; 
(al.ii  vBO/. ; fees,  none.  Chaplain,  none, 
ynrgeou,  ]Mr.  Fowke;  makes  a bill. 
AlUnvanceyl  lb.  bell  wheat  bread,  1 
'pound  ( f cheefe,  and  b^d.  in  money  or 
in  vegetables  per  week  each.  Alen 
jinf'oners  have  a ( nail  flagged  court 
about  1 1 yarcls  bv  6,  witli  a pumj)  and 
fewer  in  it.  A dav-room  with  a fire- 
place, a work-room,  and  two  foliiary 
eel’s.  L p- Hairs  are  10  fleejiing  cells, 
and  an  iiifinnai y- room  witli  a fire- 
place in  it.  \\  omen  prifoners  have  a 
day-room  and  work- room  below  Hairs. 
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A finall  court  9 yards  by  6,  with  wa- 
ter laid  on,  and  a fewer  in  it.  Above- 
fiairs  three  lleeping-cells,  and  a Tick 
room  with  a fire-piace.  Each  cel!  is  8 
feet  by  6,  and  fitted  up  wiih  a ruflr 
mattrais  on  the  floor,  two  blankets, 
and  a coverhi.  The  two  rooms  iel 
apart  for  the  flck  have  wood  bedlietids. 
The  pafl'age  or  lobby  which  ieparates 
the  fleeping-cclls  from  the  Court  is  4 
feet  5 inches  wide.  Prifoners  2d  No- 
vember, 1802,  nine.  Emphjyment, 
making  facks,  nails,  fcrews,  &c. ; and 
they  receive  2d.  in  the  fhiliing  out  of 
their  earnings.  There  is  a Magifirates’ 
vifiiing  book,  but  no  entry  of  its  being 
vifited.  Prifoners  coriiinitted  in  1801, 
369.  In  1802  to  the  2d  of  November, 
290.  The  cells  well  ventilated,  and 
prifon  clean. 

Wellington,  Shropflnre;  Gaoler, 
Edward  Tofige  (a  iheriff’s  officer)  ; fa- 
larv  none;  fees  7s- 6d.  ",  allowance 
none  whatever.  Fiste  rooms  in  the 
Keeper’s  houfe,  three  of  which  are  to- 
tally dark;  the  Gaoler,  paying  window 
tax,  has  flopped  them  up.  No  court; 
no  water  ; no  fewer  ! The  prifon  in  a 
very  dilapidated  fiate,  and  filthy  in  the 
extreme.  Fees,  no  table.  A<fl  and 
claufes  not  hung  up  ; and  feven  years 
fince  it  was  white-waflied.  Debtors 
from  the  hundred  of  Bradford  are 
broLiiiht  here.  Straw  worn  to  dull  on 
the  floor.  The  Gaoler  told  me  two 
debtors  were  releafed  by  the  Infolvcnt 


Adi,  after  a confinement  of  tw'O  years 
1802,  November  4,  no  prifoners. 

Walsingham,  Norfitlk  ; William 
lEright,  Gaoler;  falarydO/. ; fees  none; 
Chaplain  none;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warner 
reads  pravers  every  Sundays  without  a 
falary^  Surgeon,  Mr.  Bullock  ; fa- 
lary  10/.  Allowance  two  pound  two 
ounces  of  bread  evety  day.  On  lha 
ground  floor  are  four  cells  12  feet  O', 
bv  6 feel  6 inches,  and  9 feet  high, 
fitted  up  with  crib  bedfleads.  Straw 
in  lacking  beds,  two  blankets,  two 
flteets,  and  a coverlit.  Each  has  an 
iron-grated  window  3 feet  fquare  with 
infide  fhntier  (there  are  glazed, windows 
to  put  up  in  cold  veeaiher).  An  aper- 
ture or  pot-hole  in  each  door  8 inches 
bv  0 ; the  cell  door  opens  into  a lobby 
or  pafl'age  4 feet  wide,  and  33  feet  long, 
at  the  end  of  which  is  the  chapel  18 
feet  by  9,  and  9 feet  high.  Up-flairs 
are  four  cells  the  fame  lize,  and  fitted 
up  in  the  fame  manner,  wdth  an  infir- 
mary-room at  the  end,  and  a fire-place 
in  it,  the  fame  fize  as  the  chape'  ; and  a 
fiate-room,  Tiie  Court  not  being  fe« 
cure,  prifoners  permitted  the  nfe  of  it 
only  once  a day  to  clean  their  pots  and 
VN^afh  them  (elves,  for  which  fbap  and 
towels  are  provided  by  the  countv^ 
No  rules  and  orders, 
ventilated  and  very  clean.  No  employ- 
ment. Prif’otters  2d  SejMember,  1805, 
five.  I am  mofl  fincerely  your  friend,' 
To  Dr.  Ltttfom.  Jas.  Neild. 


Nichols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  PalTage,  Fleet  Street. 
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LETTER  XXXVI.  ON  PRISONS. 

tt  Sambrook  Court y 

Mr.  Urb.^n,  ,5_ 

Nil  aftum  reputans  fi  quid  fuperefiet 
agendum Lucan. 

Had  not  the  enquiries  begun  by 
Howard  into  the  hale  of  Priibns, 
been  occahonally  continued  by  Neild, 
the  impreffions  on  the  public  mind, 
however  ftrongly  they  might  originally 
have  been  made,  would  gradually  have 
vanilhed,  or  at  leaft  have  become  too 
weak  to  have  kept  up  the  attention  ne- 
ceflary  to  promote  prifon  reformation. 
The  ardour,  perfeverance,  and  exer- 
tions of  the  furvivor  of  ihefe  god-like 
charaders  have  happily  augmented,  ra- 
ther than  diminiihed ; and  thus  the 
public  feeling  has  prelerved  an  adive 
impulfe  in  promoting  ihofe  objeds  of 
improvement,  which  their  experience 
and  humanity  had  fuggefted,  and 
which  the  co-operation  of  the  magif- 
trates  will  accomplilh,  as  the  prefent  and 
Lome  preceding  letters  will  amply  prove. 

In  a private  communication  with 
which  my  friend  has  recently  favoured 
me,  he  remarks  : “ Every  week  brings 
me  pleafing  intelligence  how  favour- 
ably our  great  work  goes  on,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  {hews  how  liable  every  new  re- 
gulation, rf  not  conftantly  the  objed 
of  attention,  is  to  fall  into  negled, 
and  that  our  gaols  were  verging  to 
their  old  Hate,  without  much  addi- 
tional and  unremitting  care,  and  the  be- 
nefits produced  by  Howard’s  attention  to 
this  objed  would  prove  merely  tempo- 
rary. A letter  from  VVorceller  Informs 
me",  that  the  horrid  dungeon  there  has 
been  filled  up,  and  levelled  with  the 
court  in  1804.  I expreflcd  myfelf  in  a 
ilrong  but  refpedful  manner  on  this 
Lubjed,  on  my  two  lail  vifits,  Nov. 
1802,  and  iVuguft  1803.  At  a meeting 
of  the  magiltrates,  fome  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  might  be  nfelul  in  cafe  of 
a riot ; its  demolition,  however,  was 
concluded  upon,  and  the  humane 
gaoler  immediately  carried  it  into  eflecl. 
1l  was  in  the  middle'’ 'of  the  area,  2(> 
Heps  under-ground,  circular,  and  18 
feet  diameter,  with  barrack  bedHeads. 
The  iron-grated  aperture  in  the  area 
(like  that  of  a coal-hole  in  the  Hreep 
three  feet  diameter  ; and  even  in  this 
Hrong  and  deep  dungeon,  priHmers  were 
formerly  chained  together  all  night,  by 
a chain  threaded  through  the  main  link 


* Thinking  that  nothing  was  done,  if 
any  thing  remained  to  do. 


of  their  fetters,  and  iron  rings  fafiened 
to  the  floor.”  In  the  warmth  and 
lenfibility  of  his  heart,  he  adds  : “ Let 
us  go  on,  my  friends  : foon  there  will 
not  be  a dungeon  left  in  the  kingd  un  ! 
When  1 was  High  Sherift'  of  Bucks,  I 
had  ours  at  Aylefbury  bricked  uj),  ta 
eftace  it  from  remembrance;  and,  you 
lee,  the  very  fame  work,  at  the  very 
lame  time,  was  going  on  at  V\  orcefier  ; 
and  that  at  Southwell,  I am  informed, 
is  to  fliare  the  fame  fate.  A glorious 
day,  and  thrice  happy  you  and  1,  to 
live  to  lee  it If  1 infert,  verbatim^ 
his  exprefflons,  I have  not  the  vanity 
to  aflume  any  other  merit,  than  that 
of  being  the  humble  herald  of  his  im- 
portant remarks.  The  modefly  of  my 
friend  induces  him  to  fhare  merits  that 
are  entirely  his  own,  with  his  grateful 
and  admiring  friend  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Stafford  County  Gaol  and  Houle 
of  Correcflon.  Gaoler,  John  Harru. 
Salary  2001.  ; and  three  Turnkeys,  (who 
are  likewife  allowed  2 cwt.  of  coals  a 
week  for  the  Lodge  fire,  from  iH  Odf. 
to  ift  of  April,  and  1 cwt.  a week  the 
remainder  of  the  >ear,)  40!.  per  annum 
each.  Fees  ; Debtors,  as  per  Table. 
Felons,  Is.  6cL  each  copy  of  warrant. 
Garnilh,  abolifhecl.  For  traufports, 
makes  a hill.  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henr^ 
Rathbonc.  Salary  301.  Duty,  prayers 
every  Wecinetday  ; and  a fermou  every 
Sunday,  Chrllhnas  Day,  and  Good 
Friday.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Hughes  \ Hi- 
lary 301.;  now  (1805y42j.  Allowance. 
“ Urdered  that  the  following  be  the  die- 
tary of  convitfed  pnluners,  when  in  a 
conrfe  Labour.  Every  morning  for 
breakfaft,  each  one  ounce  of  oatmeal, 
one  third  of  a pint  of  new  milk,  and 
|th  of  an  ounce  of  lalt,  made  into  por- 
ridge with  water  ; three  half  pints 
each.  Sujiper  every  evening  the  fame 
as  the  breakfafl.  Dinner,  Sunday,  each 
lib.  bacon,  or  10  oz.  of  beef  before 
cooked,  and  lib.  potatoes,  or  lib.  of 
cabiiase,  Hripped  from  the  flalk,  and 
fit  for"  boiling.  Mcndr/y— Soup,  two 
ounces  of  Scoich  barley,  2 oz.  of  peafe, 
fib.  of  potatoes,  1 oz.  onions,  | ounce 
of  fait  each,  wuh  the  proportion  of  .20 
middle-fized  turneps,  10  carrots,  10 
parfnips,  a handful  of  parfley  and 
thyme,  and  a table-fpoonful  of  pepper 
for  40.  The  potatoes  to  be  boiled  ia 
a feparate  copper,  put  into  the  cups,, 
and  three  half-pints  of  the  Ibup  poured 
on  them.  TueJ'duy,  21b.  potatoes  each. 
IFedttefdav  foun,  as  Monday.  Thurf- 
dan  meai;  as  Sunday.  Friday,  foup, 

as 
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as  Monday.  Salurdai/,  potatoes,  as 
Tiiefday.  Each  prisoner  one  pound  of 
bread  every  day,  and  one  ounce  of  talt 
each  every  week,  to  eat  with  the  meat 
and  polatoe  dinners.  N.  B.  Thofe 
that  do  not  behave  orderly,  to  have  no 
Sunday  dinner  ; and  fuch  as  do  not 
perform  a given  quantity  of  work,  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  Governor,  to  have 
a potatoe  dinner  on  Thurfday,  inftead 
of  a meat  one.  That  fuch  prifouers  as 
have  the  above  allowance  be  not  fuf- 
fered  to  purrhafe  anv  article  of  food 
whatever.  That  the  Debtors  and  Fe- 
lons, and  other  prifouers  not  in  a 
courfe  of  labour,  have  each  the  fol- 
lowing allowance  of  food,  viz.  Mon- 
day, potatoes  each  4 lb.  Tnefday,  2 
lb.  bread,  | lb.  cheefe.  IFednefday, 
as  Monday.  Tliurfday,  2 lb.  bread. 
Friday,  as  Monday.  Salurday,  3 lb. 
bread;  and  § lb.  cheefe.  In  all  cales 
the  potatoes  are  coufulered  in  the  rough 
and  full  grown  ; a proportionate  reduc- 
tion muh  be  made  when  youijg  pota- 
toes are  (erved.  Tne  lick  "to  have  no 
allowance  of  food  but  what  is  ordered 
by  the  Surgeon.  Signed,  Ilarrowby. 

John  S|)arr()w, 

George  Talbot.’’ 

N.  B.  Debtors,  who  receive  the  lix- 
pences  from  their  p’ai  it  ill’s,  have  no 
County  allowance  of  food. 

Remarks.  This  prilon  is  fnrrounded 
by  a boundary  wall,  incioiing  three 
acres  of  ground  ; the  entrance  at  the 
Turnkey’s  Lodge  has  on  the  right 
hand  a room  for  the  J'urnkeys,  on  the 
left  a reception  room  for  prifouers  to  be 
examined  as  to  their  heaUh,  before  ad- 
mitted into  the  interior;  a warm  and 
cold  bath,  and  an  oven  for  fumigating 
and  purifying  their  cloaths,  which  are 
taken  from  them  and  the  pril’on  uni- 
form put  on  ; above,  are  four  rc(’e|)- 
li  m cells,  7 fe.n  by  0,  and  8 feet  higii, 
a (lore  room  tor  the  prifmers  cloaths, 
aid  two  lleeping  rooms  for  the  Turn- 
. k ’ys  : over  thele,  on  the  lead  flat,  is 
t le  place  of  evecuiion.  In  the  centre 
(detached  by  a neat  garden,  of  30  yards 
by  H)  is  the  Gaoler’s  houfe,  ihe  hall 
of  which  you  pals  through  to  every 
iiart  of  the  pnl’on.  On  the  ground  floor 
i-  (he  Vifitiug  Magillrales  room,  the 
Gaoler’s  parlour  and  office,  and  a 
linall  riom,  ufed  by  the  debtors  to  fee 
t leir  tamilies  in,  none  being  permitted 
t ) go  into  their  day-room,  or  court- 
yard. Behind  the  Keepei’s  houfe  is 
an  inner  court,  6o  feet  bv  40,  which 
leads  to  the  men  debtors  day- room,  30 


feet  by  26,  fitted  up  with  two  fire- 
places, coppers,  &c.  for  the  purpofes 
of  frugal  cookery  ; on  each  fide  are  8 
fmall  work  - rooms,  and  two  fmall 
fpaces,  or  flips,  where  the  relations 
and  friends  of  the  prifouers  are  allowed 
to  fee  them  at  Hated  times.  Men 
debtors  have  a fpacious  court  56  yards 
by  30,  the  greater  part  of  Avhich  they 
are  allowed  to  cultivate  for  their  own 
ule,  and  there  are  arcades  for  wet  wea- 
ther. Fifty  lleeping  cells,  each  9 feet 
by  8 feet  6,  with  arched  roofs,  well 
ventilated,  and  divided  by  pall’ages  or 
lobbies  6 feet  wide  ; to  each  cell  there 
is  an  iron  bedliead,  a llraw  mat,  three 
blankets,  and  a coverlit,  allowed  by 
the  county.  Female  debtors  have  a 
feparate  court,  30  yards  by  8,  a day- 
room  24  feet  by  15,  and  over  it  a fieep- 
ing  room,  the  fame  fize.  They  have 
the  fame  allowance  of  bedding  as  the 
men,  but  their  bedheads  are  wood 
with  Tacking  bottoms.  For  criminal 
})rironers,  there  are  14  feparate  courts, 
the  fmallefi  of  which  (intended  for  13 
prifouers)  is  13  yards  by  11,  four  are 
35  yards  by  18;  and  the  average  of  the 
remainder  30  yards  by  10.  Every  clal’s 
has  a day-room,  23  feet  by  21  feet. 
The  male  felons  before  trial  are  divided 
into  two  clafles,  with  each  a feparate 
court,  and  day-room  ; they  lleep  in 
f parate  cells,  of  which  there  are  26 
the  lame  fize  as  the  debtors.  Female 
felons  before  trial  have  a feparate  court,  a 
day-room, and  13  feparate  fleeping-cells. 
i\Iale  prifouers,  after  convidlion,  are  di- 
vided into  two  clalTes  ; each  clafs  has  a 
feparate  court  and  day-room,  and  the 
cells  are  the  fame  fize  and  nu.mber  as 
the  felons  before  trial.  Femdle  pri- 
foners,  after  convidlion,  are  divided 
into  two  clad’es,  with  work-rooms, 
and  13  cells,  the  fame  as  thole  before 
trial.  The  male  Houfe  of  Corredlioii 
prifouers,  are  alfo  a feparate  clafs  ; 
thev  have  a large  work-room,  which 
is  alfo  their  day- room,  and  13  cells, 
the  fame  as  before  defcribed.  The  fe- 
male convicls,  in  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
redlion,  are  included  in  the  fecond 
chfs  of  female  prifoners,  after  convic- 
tion. The  cell  of  every  convi61ed  prl- 
foner  is  fitted  up  with  an  iron  bedfiead 
(on  flone  bearers)  ftraw  matirals,  two 
blankets,  and  a coverlif,  is  7 feet  bv  6, 
and  8 feet  6 inches  high,  with  arched 
root  auri  double  doors,  the  outer  one 
iroi  - rated,  theinner  wood.  There  are 
no  lleeping-rooms  on  the  ground-floor. 
On  the  fiili.  fiory  is  a neat  chapel,  pro- 
perly 
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perly  pewed  off  to  feparafe  the  fexes 
and  the  claffes.  Four  large  day-rooms, 
for  the  different  clafles  of  prifoners, 
and  84  fleeping  cells,  divided  by  well- 
ventilated  lobbies  5 feet  wide.  There 
are  four  folitary  cells  for  the  refra6lory, 
and  fix  fet  apart  for  thole  under  fen- 
tence  of  death.  The  upper  fiory  has 
the  fame  number  of  day-rooms  and 
fleeping-cells,  and  two  (lore-rooms. 
Each  clafs  of  prifoners  have  a ftone 
gallery,  with  iron  railing,  which  leads 
to  a door  opening  into  their  feveral  di- 
vifions  in  the  chapel,  where  all  prifoners 
are  obliged  to  attend,  or  they  are  pu- 
nifhed  by  a deduction  in  their  allow- 
ance of  food.  In  the  Keeper’s  houfe, 
on  the  fecond  fiory,  are  two  large 
rooms  fet  apart  for  the  fick,  and  two 
fiore-rooms.  The  cells  are  the  fame 
throughout  the  gaol,  except  that  thole 
for  the  debtors  have  glals  windows, 
and  the  others  wooden  (butters.  There 
is  a room  built  over  a large  water-en- 
gine, adjoining  to  which  is  a day- 
room  for  vagrants,  and  over  it  a fleep- 
ing-room.  Deleriers,  when  on  their 
march,  occafionally  deep  on  draw  in 
the  upper  room.  The  gaol  is  well  fup- 
plied  with  water,  and  a feWer  in  every 
court  yard.  TranTporis  have  the  King's 
allowance  of  2s.  6'd.  a week.  All  con- 
vi61ed  prifoners  are  obliged  to  work, 
and  have  one-fixth  of  their  earnings. 
There  are  about  three  acf^s  of  ground 
belonging  to  the  gaol  without  the 
walls,  which  is  cultivated  with  vegeta- 
bles, for  the  ufe  of  the  prifon,  by 
ihofe  who  are  fent  to  the  Houfe  of 
Corredlion.  Many  parts  of  this  gaol 
are  very  damp,  and  the  confiderate 
Magifirates  humanely  allow  to  tlie 
men  debtors  day-room  2 cwt.  of  coals 
per  week,  from  the  ifi  061ober  to  the 
1(1  April,  and  I cwt.  per  week  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year ; but  if  the  num- 
ber of  debtors  exceed  2Q,  they  are  al- 
lowed the  above  quantities  to  each  fire 
in  the  room.  Female  debtors  are  al- 
lowed 1 cwt.  per  week,  all  the  year. 
Felons,  before  trial,  are  allowed  If  cwt. 
to  each  fire,  from  111  Ocdoher  to  III 
April,  and  1 cwt.  per  week  the  remain- 
der of  the  year.  The  convicled  pri- 
foners are  allowed  If  cwt.  per  week 
to  each  fire,  frotn  tlie  ifi  CMober  to 
the  1ft  April,  only.  The  fick,  when 
in  the  infirmary,  are  always  allowed 
coals,  and  fuch  diet  as  the  Surgeon 
thinks  neceflarv.  The  Rules  and  Or- 
ders (which  are  excellent)  dire6l  that 
a journal  fliall  be  kept  by  the  Chap- 


lain and  Surgeon,  fiating  the  times  of 
their  attendance  and  oblervations,  and 
books  are  provided  for  that  purpofe  ; 
but  I was  forry  to  obferve  no  minutes 
had  been  entered  thefe  ten  years.  The 
Acl  for  Prefervation  of  Health,  and 
Ciaufes  again  ft  Spirituous  Liquors, 
are  confpicuoufly  bung  up.  The  fmali 
portion  of  the  court-yards  which  is 
paved  prevents  this  gaol  from  being 
kept  properly  clean.  Prifoners,  Nov. 
IQ,  1801  : Debtors,  18  ; Felons,  8cc, 
83.  Nov.  1,  1802  : Debtors,  20  ; 
Felons,  &c.  55  ; Delerter  1.  Ocl. 
SO,  1805  : Debtors,  20  ; Felons,  &:c, 
53. 

It  appears,  on  the  llth  of  06lober, 
1796,  there  was  a balance  of  171I.  5s. 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Treafurer,  out  of  a fum  which  was 
fubfcribed  for  the  benefit  of  the  unfor-^ 
tunate  prifoners  at  the  time  a fever 
raged  in  the  old  gaol,  on  which  day 
Mr.  Wright,  the  late  County  Trea- 
(urer,  bought  SOOl.  in  the  3 per  cent. 
Confols,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hinck- 
ley, the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  the  divi- 
dends on  which  have  been  regularly 
received  and  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
prifoners,  under  the  diretlion  of  the 
vifiting  Magifirates.  There  were  com- 
mitted to  this  prifon  from  the  Lent  af- 
fizes  179-f  to  the  Lent  affizes  17Q5^ 
Sixty-nine  ; to  the  Lent  affizes  1796, 
Sixty-one;  1797,  Sixty-four;  I798, 
Ninety-eight;  1799>Seventy-one ; 1800, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteen  ; 1801, 
Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-four.  The 
earnings  and  maintenance  of  pri» 
foners  in  the  Gaol  and  Houfe  of  Cor* 
redlion  as  follows,  from  Michaelmas 


Ordinary  County  allow- 
ance of  food  - - „ 

DeducI  the  King’s  allow-'\ 
anceof  2s.  bd.pcr  week  f 
to  convidls  under  fen-  j 
tence  of  tranfportation  J ■ 


Extra  expence  of  food  - 
Total  maintenance 


o I --  o 

Do.  by  making  fliocs  - - 
Do.  by  cutting  a drain  inq 
the  Foregate  field,  \ 
Stafford  - - - J 

Sundry  other  earnings  inS 
the  gaol  - - - - J 


Total 


earnings 


s. 

d. 

293 

10 

9 

55 

15 

0 

237 

15 

9 

82 

1 

4 

1 1 

1 2^  1 
1 CO 

17 

2 

118 

8 

4 

6 

13 

8 

3 

13 

0 

69 

8 

5 

198 

3 

5 

Michaelmas, 
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elmas  1802  to  Micbaelmgis  1803.  In  the  entrance  door  are  two  aper- 
tures to  receive  donations:  over  the 
one  is  painted  “ For  poor  Debtors 
over  the  other,  “ For  the  encourage- 
ment of  penitence,  and  orderly  beha- 

Vinviniir.  in  rrinilnul  nnfoners.” 


DedU(5l  the  King’s  allow- 'i 
ance  of  2s.  6d.  per  v 
week  to  tranfports  - J 

Extra  expfence  of  food 
ofal  matnlenance  • - 


o ] r; o 

Ditto  by  making  (hoes 
Sundry  other  earnings  ini 
the  gaol 


Dedutl  the  King’s  allow- 1 
ance  of  2s.  6d.  a week  > 
to  traTjfporis  - - J 


Ditto  by  making  fhoes 


265 

8 

7 1 

53- 

5 

0 

212 

3 

7 

74 

13 

9 

286 

17 

4 

113 

8 

3 

28 

14 

60 

3 

8 

^02 

6 

1 

elmas  1804. 

s. 

d. 

259 

13 

3 

35 

15 

0 

00  c 

18 

3 

48 

5 

0 

274 

3 

3 

^ 91 

3 

7 

24 

16 

4 

54 

10 

2 

170 

10 

1 

— 

- 

- 

haviour,  in  criminal  prifoners.’ 

My  dear  Friend;  ig’os. 

This  account  of  Stafford  Gaol  will 
convey  to  you  a pleafing  proof  how 
confiderale  and  humane  the  County 
Magiftrates  are,'  in  the  Rules  and  Re- 
gulations for  its  government ; yet,  when 
we  confider  the  difference  of  commit- 
ments in  179^  and  1801,  to  be  l65, 
it  exhibits  a melancholy  proof  of  the 
increafe  of  crimes..  1 wifh  I could 
pafs  the  Borough  Workhoufe  here  over 
111  filence ; but  the  ftate  of  it  is  really 
deplorable.  The  poor,  17  in  number, 
are  farmed  at  3s.  3d.  per  week,  per 
head,  wafliing,  foap,  and  firing,  in- 
cluded. The  building  is  very  old, 
almoft  tumbling  down,  the  rooms  and 
calements  fmall,  the  cielings  low,  the 
bedding  old  and  dirty.  No  fick  room. 
The  woman  told  me,  that  about  four 
years  ago  a fever  broke  out  in  it,  and 
out  of  48  perfons  22  died  of  it.  The 
lower  rooms  are  very  damp,  the  upper 
dark  and  dirty. 

With  cordial  efieem  and  regard, 

believe  me  yours 'truly, 
J.\MES  Neild. 

To  Dr.  Letf/orrit  London. 


Niihole  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Patlage,  Fleet  Street. 


eu  euffs  To.  'rec  jafemj/ 

»H0M,  tos  k^u  uuifk  af/ffj£y  -j^aif 

^<pc/}-f?-ais  1 
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LEITLR  XXXYIJ , ON  ^lilSONS.  the  Creator,  but,  likewlfe,  impreHes 


Mr.  Urban, 


“ Forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive 
our  debtors.”  Matt.  vi.  ]'2. 

Sambrook  Cowrie 
Jan.  17. 

The  fubrequent  narrative  of  the 
prifons  ot  Worcefler  cannot  be 
read  uiilioul  painful  concern,  both  as 
it  refpecls  the  liate  of  the  prifons,  and 
that  of  the  j)rifoners.  This  city,  di!- 
tiisguiflied  (or  its  coininerce,  ins  wealth, 
and  its  tnnncal  gratilic^ttions,  cannot 
claim  the  gnnification  of  relieving  the 
criniinal  jn'ifoner,  or  of  fuccouring  the 
unfortunate  debtor.  Whatever  (eems 
moll  likelv  to  confirm  the  vicious  in 
criminality,  or  induce  depravity  by  ex- 
ample, is  tolerated,  by  the  promifcuous 
fociety  of  the  lexes,  and  the  iirtercourle 
of  the  mod  abandoned  with  tlnd'e  who 
may  have  been  more  unfortunate  th.au 
culpable.  Is  it  that  weahh  and  le- 
finement  take  fuch  polfelfion  of  the 
avenues  of  the  heart  as  to  exclude  the 
adiniflion  of  fvinpaihy  ? Do  the  eii- 
jovmetits  wliich  riches  coirfer,  or  the 
fenfibiliiies  which  mufic  inl’pires,  hhmt 
thofe  of  humanity  ? Or,  Is  it  not  frotn 
ignorance  of  exifiing  mileries  that  ihev 
remain  unrelieved  atid  unnoticed  ? h’or 
the  Biitifir  characler  is  equally  difiin- 
guhhed  for  benevolence  of  (emiment, 
and  liberality  of  adlion  ; and  Mufic, 
the  harmonic  felicity  of  Heaven  *,  is 
here  approjiriated  to  purpolea  of  cha- 
ritv.  if  tltis  narrative,  however,  fhould 
•excite  a Ipirit  of  inquiry,  tnav  the 
Debtor  find  mercy,  and  the  children  be 
Ilrielded  from  the  example  and  con- 
lamination  of  vice,  and,  afiified  by 
infiruclion,  know  ltK)(e  religious  tnul 
moral  duties  which  may  enable  iheui 
to  refift  temptation,  and  furmount  tite 
influence  of  bad  example  ! 

Whilll  reflecting  on  this  utifortunaie 
clafs  of  the  community,  that  firit  of 
all  prayers  as  recorded  in  Scripture,  a 
portion  of  which  I have  prefumed  to 
prefix  to  this  eflav,  is  recalled  to  mind  ; 
and  although  infinitely  bevond  com- 
prehenfion  is  the  Supreme,, we  have  the 
example  of  Chrill  hirhielf  to  addrefs 
him  in  prayero  In  feme  ])receding  let- 
ters I have,  indeed,  urged  this  devotional 
exercife,  as  it  tends  not  only  to  convey 
a fenie  of  onr  imbecilities  and  wants, 
and  of  dependence  on  the  goodnefs  of 


on  the  mind  a more  habitual  confeiouf- 
ne(s  of  his  prelence  to  every  adlion  of 
Iile;  and  fuch  impreflions  afford  a 
happy  prefervaii\ e againft  the  commif- 
fioii  of  vice.  They  revive  that  query 
exprefled  hy  .lofeph  f,  when  under  a 
fingular  Hate  of  diflicuhy,  “How  caa 
1 do  this  great  wickedtiefs  and  fin  ?’ 
Led  prayer  fhould  degenerate  into  cold 
formality,  it  fliould  never  be  exercifed 
but  under  a llrotig  impreflion  of  an 
a61  of  devotion  ; which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a communion  between  the 
Creator  and  the  Creature,  confliluting, 
indeed,  the  inoft  fliblime  a6t  of  which 
a finite  being  is  capable.  That  this 
cold  formality  mull  have  blunted  the 
feelings  of  many,  who,  perhaps,  daily 
repeat  the  prayer  1 have  alluded  to, 
mav  be  inferred  from  the  unnecellarT 
niifery  entailed  iqjon  many  an  unfor*- 
lunaie  debiur  by  thofe  who  allc  for 
di^'i^e  mercy,  under  the  very  fame 
conditions  lliey  mete  out  mercy  to 
others,  l>y  a])pealing  \o  have  their 
debts  forgiven,  »s  they  have  forgiven 
their  debiors  ! But  which  of  them, 
in  a moment  of  calm  reflection,  would 
(lake  the  ultimate  ilfue  of  happinefs  on 
the  decifion  which  their  feverity  would 
vvarrani  ? J.  C.  Lettsom. 

^ V o R c E s T E R C A s 'r L E . — Ga  ri  1 e r , kFil^ 
Ham  Davis,  fklaty  SOOi  for  Gaol  and 
Ihidewell,  which  adjoins.  Fees,  debtors 
as  per  table,  hvlides  which  the  Under- 
fheriff  demands  3s,  6d.  for  Ins  liberate. 
Fees  for  felons  aholilhed.  For  the  con- 
veyance of  tranljtif'rls,  the  expence. 
Cttaplain,  Rev.  JViUiam  Faulkner. 
Duiv,  prayers  Weduefdav  anrl  F'ridav, 
and  prayers  and  a fermon  everv  SundaV, 
Chri(hnas-dav,  and  Good  Friday  ; fil- 
ial y,  in  1600,  .sol.  to  which,  in  1802, 
the,  M agiftrates  added  lOl.  Sargeou 
for  Felons  onhj,  Mr.  Rayment  ; (alary 
20l.  and  paid  for  medicines.  Allow- 
ance to  debtors  none,  exce|)t  the  debtor 
is  very  poor  and  applies  to  the  vifiting 
magifirates,  and  (’wears  to  his  or  her 
laieft  fenlement  ; then,  if  the  pnifli  is 
within  the  county,  thev  will  make  an 
order  to  allow  the  pnilbner  a weekly 
1 mu ; if  it  is  out  of  the  magifirates 
juii(di61iou,  iheyciannot  makean  order. 
The  iitmoll  the  keej)er  ever  remembers 
was  2s.  Od.  per  week,  ami  tdnat  only  to 


I- 


* Revelations  of  John  the  Divine,  or  Cerinthus,  who  affumed  the  name  of  John. 
Genefis  xxxix.  q.. 

Gent.  Mag.  January,  IHQJ, 
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one  inan*.  Allowance  to  felons  and 
criminal  prifoncrs  one  pomu!  of  bread 
every  day  ; a quart  of  oatmeal  gruel 
for  breakfall  every  day  •,  Sunday  dinner 
half  a pound  of  meat,  one  pound  of 
potatoes  ; Monday  dinner  two  pound 
of  potatoes  •,  'ruel'day  dinner  a quart 
of  peafe  fonp  ; Wednefday  fame  as 
Monday,  Thurfdav  fame  as  Sunday, 
Friday  lame  as  V^  ednelday,  Saturday 
fame  as  Tuefd.iy.  ilemarks. — d’he 

Cadle-yard  is  fpaciotis , the  county 
members  are  chofen  in  it,  but  the  wood 
and  iroti  work  of  the  entrance  gales  are 
fo  much  decayed  as  to  render.tlte  court 
very  infecure  and  unfaf'e.  'rhe  debtors’ 
fide  of  the  prifoti  is  leparated  from  the 
criminals’ Ikle  by  a bricl-:  wall,  and  di- 
vided into  two  clafles,  \ iz.  the'malter’s 
ward  and  the  common  ward;  the  Ijia- 
cious  court  yard  (which  is  for  the  ufe 
of  both)  is  one  ium  'red  and  eleven 
feet  by  fixty-five,  Mafiei's  tide  debtors 
have  a day-room  21  feet  by  13  feet  3 
‘inches ; they  pay  2s.  Od.  per  week  for 
a Tingle  bed,  if  two  lie  together  Is.  (id. 
each  ; and  thercareekn’en  good  lodging- 
rooms  in  the  ga(tler’s  houle.  Common 
fide  debtors  have  a free  ward,  IS  feet 
hy  17,  to  which  (he  county  allows 
draw,  but  no  bedfling  or  firing,  'fhe 
cooking-room,  which  is  comnutn  to 
both,  is  1()  feet  fquare.  There  is  no 
ditlincl  or  leparate  apartment  for  male 
and  female  debtors  ; ihcv  are  confined 
together  in  one  common  ward.  Thole 
females  who  can  alford  to  pay  for  a 
bed  deep  in  the  gaoler’s  hoofe.  'fhe 
poor  debtors  compUitted  grievotiflv 
that  as  th.e.y  had  no  allowance,  and 
w’cre  both  able  and  willing  to  wor’r, 
there  flionld  he  no  attention  p.iid  to  the 
means  of  indoftry;  that  they  liad  no 
])Iace  or  room  to  work  in  ; and  which 
the  compaflionate  gaoler  told  me  he 
fhoLild  find  no  (htficoliv  to  procure  in 
this  mauufad'luviog  ci'V,  adding  that 
ihey-were  otten  poor  and  ])ennyleTs,  in 
a mil'erabie  tiate  bordering  on  ftasya- 
tlon,  and  that  rnatw  mull  have  periflied 
from  want,  bud  ihev  not  been  relieved 
by  cajudl  ebarit'.’.  'This  (liews  how 
full  of  emphaiical  meaning  is  the  curie 
of  a fevere  creditor,  who  pronounces 
bis  debtor’s  doom  to  jiurve  and  rot  in 

* Since  iny  kill  vifit  the  Keeper  in- 
forms me  that  the  confiderate  magiftrates 
have  now  given  dir-edlions  for  an  allow- 
ance to  poor  debtors  who  had  no  pro- 
perty, and  the  bill  to  be  brought  in  every 
quarter-fehions. 


Worcefler  Cnjlle  Gaol.  [Jan, 

gaol.  There  are  (very  improperly) 
two  wdiidows  iu  this  ward,  through 
which  the  debtors  may  converfe  with 
the  felons,  and  allill  them  with  tools  to 
e(fe6t  their  efcape,  as  [irafliled  at  York, 
Scc.  and  which  the  utmofl  attention  of 
the  keeper  cannot  prevent.  The 
delitors  attendance  on  flivine  lervice  is 
optional, and  on  my  vifit  7ih  November 
1802  only  three  (out  of  twelve)  were 
at  chapel  ; but  all  the  felons  and  cri- 
minal prifoiiers  were  there,  and  their 
behaviour  orderly  and  attentive.  I'he 
fick  ward  of  the  male  felons  is  in  ing 
debtors  court,  and  confilts  of  two 
rooms  which  communicate  with  each 
other,  fo  that  the  males  anfl  females 
are  obliged  to  be  put  therein,  hccatile 
the  other  ward  inteiuicd  for  fick  females 
is  very  remote  fiaun  ifie  honfe,  and  an 
infecure  place  of  confinement  ; and 
there  is  but  one  privy  for  the  fick  deb- 
tors, to  which  tile  male  and  female 
felotis,  wliaiever  may  be  their  difeafe, 
refort. 

On  the  Crown  fide  of  the  prifon, 
there  are  no  reccjition-rooms  for  the 
fnrgeon  to  examine  prllbiiets  on  their 
commit  me  IU,  or  to  lumigate  and  cleanfe 
their  clothes,  if  tieceffary,  previous  to 
their  admillion  amougfl  the  other  pri- 
foners.  The  court-yard  is  127  feel  hy 
80.  \\here  perlons  committed  or  ad- 
judged guilhj  of  mifdemeanors,  and 
thole  committed  for  trial  for  felonies, 
and  the  convifted  felons  and  tranfporrs, 
with  the  male  prifoncrs  of  every  clafs, 
are  ohligcfl  by  day  lo  aflbciale  together, 
contrary  to  the  Statute  31  Geo.  Ill, 
c.  4().  There  is  a day-room,  called  the 
round  lionj'e,  34  f>  el  bv  if),  and  on  the 
lame  fide  the  court  1 ()  cells,  10  feel  2 
inches  hy  7 feet  2 deep,  and  well  venti- 
lated ; but  thefe  arc  not  Tnihcieiu  to 
Teparaie  the  criminals,  the  gaoler  hax  ing 
been  obliged  to  confine  two,  three,  and 
more  iiriibners  at  night  in  one  cell  ; and 
in  1801  02  male  prifoiiers  flept  in 
llicfe  1()  cells,  lie. Illy  four  perfons.ln 
each.  F.verv  cel!  has  a bouliin  of  Ibaw 
(long  wheat  I: raw,  about  15  or  l() 
pounds,  To  called)  on  the  boards,  and 
two  blankeis  each.  Female  felons  have 
a leparate  con  it  31  feet  by  1 9,  a 
day-room  19(00'.  by  12,  and  two  deep- 
ing cells  on  the  ground  floor;  but  all 
female'criminals  of  every  deferiptinn 
ad’oeiate  together,  as  is  the  cafe  w ith 
tlie  male  prilbners  above  deferibed. 
There  is  no  leparate  place  of  con-fine, - 
meat  for  Tuch  perfons  us  are  inteinkJ 
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ta  be  examined  on  behalf  of  ihe  profe- 
ciutoii  of  any  indictment  for  felony,  or 
for  children  or  ybmhs  cornmiited  for 
inifdemeanonrs  or  ftdonies,  but  fuch 
witnelVes,  children,  and  youths,  are 
con'ined  in  the  dav-time  with  the 
ti\inr|/orix  and  criminals  convicled  and 
unconv'i61ed,  forming,  as  Sir  George 
Paul  judiy  oblerves,  “ one  amiable 
fociety,  the  feminarv  of  vvhoiefome  in- 
Itrudlion  and  general  reforination  : 
here  the  moii  ignorant  may  be  initiated, 
and  the  novice  afcend  to  tiie  higher 
invderies  of  infamy  and  vice.”  Pri- 
foncrs  under  fentence  of  death  are  molt 
uncomfortably  |)rovided  for;  they  fleep 
in  their  cells  at  n'ttht,  and  in  th.e  morn- 
ing are  brought  into  the  debtors  cook- 
ing-room, formerly  a dungeon,  but  has 
now  a large  glazed  window  and  fire- 
place in  ii,  and  is  a part  ofthe  keeper’s 
houle,  where  the  minds  and  devotions 
of  thele  unfortunate  men  are  in  a (tale 
of  continual  difiraedion  and  difinrbance, 
occafioned  by  the  debtors  and  others 
necellarily  and  freqnentlv  palling  clofe 
to  the  rloor  of  the  room  in  which  they 
are  confined.  Tire  gaoler's  houfeitfelf, 
whief)  furiiis  a ccmfiderable  part  of  the 
priion,  is  not  otdy  inlecure  but  in  a 
very  dilapidated  and  unconrfonable 
hate  to  refirle  in  ; under  all  ihefe  cir- 
cumlUu’.ces  it  is  fortunate  for  the  pri- 
loners  that  the  gaoler  is  a man  of 
benevolence  and  humanity,  and  will- 
ingly accommodaies  them  as  well  as  is 
in  his  power.  Tire  chapel  is  between 
tire  Bridewell  and  the  gaol.  Men  air d 
women  felons  are  (eparated,  bnt  male 
and  female  debtors  and  maleand  female 
Bridewell  pril’oners  fit  totrether.  The 
male  Bride.vell  |)rifoners  Irave  a court- 
yaui  di\it!ed  hy  an  iron  iralifade  ; and 
nine  Ileepitig-cells  on  the  ground  floor, 
and  a large  room  up-flairs  where  23 
hamntocks  are  Hung.  The  women 
have  a fmall  court,  and  deep  in  one  of 
the  two  rooms  (et  apart  for  an  in- 
firmary. 'Phe  cell  ajrpropriaied  to  i‘o- 
lilury  confinemenr  isrlamp,  mrhealilry, 
aud  totally  tinfn  for  ui'e  in  the  winter, 
^i’he  feparations  that  are  indifireirfahle 
to  anv  idea  ol  order  and  regulation, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  the  ex- 
cellent niagifiate  before  qtioted,  anrl  in 
which  1 molt  cordially  join,  arc, ifl, 
of  fex,  through  every  fpecies  of 
ofiTeuders;  '2(\,  debtors,  from  every 
ot  Iter  cl.i  fs  x^)f  priloners  , Hdj  oi' accu'^ed 
aud  convidird  ; and  4ih,  rd' notorious  atid 
projiigate  froiii  the  iejs  daring  and 
atrocious.” 


The  old  dungeon  in  the  ca(lle-yard„ 
vvhich  is  26  fleps  under  ground,  arid 
circular,  18  feet  diameter,  with  bar- 
rack bed  Reads,  is  now  ufed  to  put 
potatoes  in,  bin  has  fince,  in  06lobei: 
1804,  been  filled  up  and  levelled  with 
the  court-yard,  that  the  very  remem- 
brance of  it  may  die  away.  Coals  are 
allowed  to  criminal  priibners, according 
to  the  feafon,  by  the  confideraie  ma- 
giRrates.  Clothes  are  given  to  the 
moft  neceRitous  on  difeharge,  and 
money  to  carry  them  to  their  rerpe61ive 
homes.  The  gaol  is  well  Ripplied  with 
water  from  ihe  Severn  by  an  engine 
worked  by^  the  pri (oners;  and  an 
errathd-woman  is  kept  to  fetch  provi- 
Rons  from  the  tovyn.  A journal  is 
kept  of  the  daily  occurrences,  and  a 
correct  account  of  each  prlfoner’s  earn- 
ings, and  a book  in  which  the  vifiiing 
MagiRrates  make  their  remarks.  The 
fnrgeon  iikewife  enters  in  a book  his 
viRts,  and  the  Rate  of  the  health  of  the 
prifoners,  and  great  attention  appears 
in  every  de[)artment  of  this  wretched 
prifon,  vvhich  I trnR  the  humane 
niagtftrates  of  this  opulent  and  re- 
fpe-RaJde  county  will  not  think  of 
repairing,  hut,  by  building  a new  one, 
ere6l  a ^mmument  of  their  humanity 
and  attention  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  prifoners.  Convieds  under  fentence 
of  tranTportation  have  the  King’s  allow- 
ance  of  2s.  6d.  per  wed\.  November 
7db  1802,  debtors  12  ; felons,  &c.  21  ; 
Bridewell  23.  AuguR  2v6lh,  1803, 
debtors  8 ; felons,  &c.  l6;  Bridewell 
31.  Employment,  fpir.ning,  carding 
wool,  making  bags  and  "facks  and 
gloves,  beating  hemp,  pounding  (and, 
and  drefiing  leather.  Prifoners  before 
trial,  if  difpofed  to  work,  receive  ha!^’ 
their  earnings  and  extra  allowance  or 
food,  otherwile  they  have  only  thebread 
to  fnbliR  upon  ; but  after  conviclion, 
one  6ih  to  the  prlfoner,' one  6i.h  to  the 
gaoler,  and  four  6ths  to  the  county 
paid  weekly  in  money  The  total 
earnings  of  the  priloners  in  the  goaI„ 
1804,  \vas57l-  l6s.  7d.;  of  whicli  the 
priloners  received  iGl.  1.5s.  7d.  the 
gaoler  7I.  ]6s.  llvfd.  and  the  county’' 
331,  4s.  Ojd.  Bri’ltnvell  earnings 

were  89I.  l()s.  2d. ; of  this  the  pril  oners 
received  141.  iqs.  8|d.  liie  gaoler 
141.  8 pi.  and  the  county  oQl. 

19^-  84(1.  The  numlrer  of  prifoners 
committed  to  the  gaol  in  ISOl  was 40; 
to  tiie  Bridewell  01.  Total  earrnnns 
in  180.5,  56i.  12s.  5(1.;  prifoners  Riar 
Hi.  183.  5d,  gaoler  7I.  17s.  2id.  count’ 
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S2l.  l6s.  91^^*  Bridewell  earnings 
1441.  19s.  Sd.  ; prifoners  fhare  24l. 
Ss.  0|d.  gaoler  241.  3s.  0|d.  county 
961.  13s.  2d.  Number'  of  prif<uiers 
committed  to  the  gaol  30 : bride- 
well 58. 

Worcester  City.  Gaoler,  James 
Criffiths,  lalary  50/.  ; he  is  likevvil'e  the 
parifli  clerk  and  clerk  to  the  Houfe  of 
Jnduftry.  Fees,  debtors  Qa-.  2d.  ; felons 
1 4;  d.  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Fanlk- 

»er  ; duty,  prayers  every  Friday  morn- 
ing ; (alary  10/.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Ray- 
ment,  lalary  6 /.  6 5.  ; allowance,  deb- 
tors none,  except  extreme  poor,  then  3 r/. 
a clay,  the  fame  as  felons.  The  Under- 
flieriff  demands  2 5.  6 d.  for  the  deb- 
tors liberate  ; and  no  perlon,  arrefled 
by  a writ  illued  out  of  the  Court  of 
Pleas  of  the  City  of  WorceOer,  has 
ever  been  able  to  derive  any  advantage 
under  the  Lords’ A61.  Remarks,  This 
is  aUb  the  City  bridewell.  Debtors 
have  a court  about  18  yards  fqtiare,  a 
tlay-rnom  14  feet  fqnare  ; and  there 
are  five  rooms  on  the  Mafier’s  fide  to 
xvhich  theReeper  furnilhes  beds  at  Ss. 
per  week  ; if  two  lleej)  together  25.  pcf 
week  each.  One  large  room,  which 
ferves  as  a chapel,  is  the  debtor’s  free 
ward,  to  which  the  City  allows  llraw 
and  a rug  each.  Criminal  prifoners 
have  a final!  court-yard,  a day-room, 
and  a fleeping-room,  on  the 'ground 
floor,  U)  which  firaw  and  two  rugs 


each  are  allow'ed.  Bridewell  prifoners 
have  a (niali  day-room  up-ftairs,  and 
a large  lleeping  romu  for  men  and 
women  feparate.  'Fhe  prifon  is  well 
fupplied  with  water.  .No  room  fet 
a])artforan  Infirmary,  Act  and  claules 
not  uj).  'i  he  pnl'oners  |)rocure  work 
for  themfelves,  and  have  all  they  earn. 
Nov.  8,  1802,  debtors  2,  felons  2, 

petty  ofienders  2,  total  6‘.  1803,  Aug. 

26ih,  debtors  9,  felons  2,  [reitv  otien- 
clers  2,  total  13. 

My  dear  Friend,  the  abrrve  remarks 
will  confirm  the  truth  of  n»v  obferva- 
tions,  “ that  poor  debtors  are  the  moll 
pitiable  objects  in  our  gaols  j”  the 
fame  complaint,  want  of  food  and  of 
work  to  earn  it,  ftill  exifis  in  many  of 
our  gaols,  whdfi,  in  others,  they  have 
a generous  alhtwance.  In  I’ome  pri- 
fons,  in  and  near  the  Metropolis,  they 
ha\  e no  bread,  ahhough  it  is  granted 
to  the  highwayman,  the  houfe-breaker, 
and  the  murderer;  attd  medical  afiifi- 
ance,  which  is  provided  for  the  for- 
mer, is  withheld  from  the  latter  ; bc- 
fuies  which  they  fnffer  a varieiv  of  hard- 
fiilps  to  impede  their  difeharge,  even 
after  the  law  has  fpeni  its  force,  or  the 
creditor  forgives  the  debt.  But  the 
detail  is  too  voluminous  for  a letter, 
therefore  will  be  re.ferved  forafutine 
publication  on  Prifons,  by,  dear  fir. 
Yours  truly,  James  Neil». 
To  Dr.  Lettjhm,  London. 


Nichols  ajid  Sod,  Printers,  Red  Lioa  Passage,  Fleet  Sneei. 
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LETTER  XXXVIIl  ON  PRISONS. 


ExtraSlsd  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine^  Fehruary^  1807. 


Principiis  obfta 
Mr.  Urban, 


Ovid. 

Sambrook  Courts 
Feb.  3. 


Every  reader  who  has  perufed  the 
preceding  Prifon  Hi  dories  mud 
have  noticed  the  difgraceful  dale  of 
many  of  the  Poor,  or  Parifh  Work- 
houfes,  and  mud  have  anticipated  the 
neceffity  of  a thorough  reform  in  them, 
as  well  as  iu  the  general  fydern  of  the 
Poor  Laws  ; without  which  the  in- 
dudry  and  wealth  of  the  country  mud 
ultimately  be  confumed  in  the  fupport 
of  idleuefs  and  profligacy.  The  in- 
dudrious,  or  labouring  poor,  are  a 
blefling  to  every  country  they  inhabit ; 
and  the  more  numerous  they  are,  in 
proportion  to  the  other  individuals  of 
the  community,  the  more  will  the 
•wealth  and  comforts  of  the  people 
abound  ; for  every  labourer,  whether 
he  exercife  his  indudry  by  fea  or  by 
land,  who  earns  more  than  the  ex- 
penccs  requidte  to  fupport  him,  adds 
wealth  in  the  ratio  of  this  furplus  ; the 
labouring  poor,  therefore,  chiefly  con- 
flitute  the  wealth  of  the  country  in 
which  their  indudry  is  exercifed. 

In  this  Metropolis,  to  which  I (hall 
principally  confine  my  remarks,  three 
hundred  ihoufand  of  this  clafs  of  la- 
bourers daily  rife  from  their  beds  with- 
out any  furplus  fupport,  who,  with 
indudry  and  health,  are  enabled  to  en- 
joy many  comforts  of  life.  As  they 
are,  however,  expofed  to  the  incle- 
mency of  weather,  and  to  other  incon- 


* “ Prevent  the  beginning  or  growing 
evil.” — I have  not  thought  it  requifite  to 
make  any  remarks  on  the  prifons  of  South- 
well  and  Birmingham  ; the  reader  mufl 
contemplate  their  miferable  ftate  with 
pain,  and  the  conduct  of  Neild  in  explor- 
ing them,  with  a view  to  their  improve- 
ment, with  admiration  and  gratitude. 
Gbnt.  M.vg,  February,  18h7- 
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veniences,  one  in  every  three  is  annu- 
ally affli(fled  with  illnefs,  or  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  in  the  total,  in  Lon- 
don there  are  fifteen  hofpitals  and  as 
many  difpenfaries,  each  clafs  of  which 
charities  relieves  fifty  thoufiind  fick 
poor  annually,  and  thus  the  furcour  is? 
adequate  to  the  mifery  ; or  is  rendered  fo 
by  the  liberality  of  neighbours^'pofiefl- 
ing  a furplus.  But  if  from  extreme 
indigence  and  want  of  timely  abid- 
ance, or  from  idleuefs,  or  from  what- 
ever canfe  the  poor  may  be  induced  to 
enter  into  a Poor,  or  Pariflr  Work- 
houle,  energy,  and  the  fpirit  ofinduf- 
try,  are  extinguiflaed,  the  morals  are 
corrupted,  and  idleuefs  and  depravity 
are  generated.  Indead  of  being  a blell- 
ing  to  the  country,  they  become  tlie 
contrary ; and  to  fupport  them  iti 
thele  miferable  habits  there  is  a heavy 
tax  on  indudry. 

About  twenty  years  ago  the  poor- 
rates  of  this  kingdom  might  amount  to 
half  a million  derling  annuallv  ; they 
now  amount  to  nearly  five  millions  ; 
which  enormous  tax  on  indufirv  is 
chiefly  expended  in  fupporting  idienefs 
and  depravity. 

This  rapid  increafe  of  the  poor-rates 
is  truly  alarming  ; and  if  it  continue 
in  the  fame  progreffion,  it  will  be 
about  ten  millions  Jlerlivg per  annum,  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years  only  ; which 
mud  eventually  abforb  the  whole  fur- 
plus of  wealth  produced  by  the  labour 
of  the  whole  nation  ! 

Condderations  of  this  nature  have, 
probably,  occurred  to  many  didin- 
guilhed  members  of  the  community. 
Eden,  Rofe,  and  others,  have  turned 
their  attention  to  this  alarminsi:  date  of 
the  poor-rates,  but  in  vain.  Vfhit- 
bread,  for  fome  vsars  pad,  has  oxcroifed 
his  didinguifl'.ed  talents  on  the  fame 
l'ubje6l,  but  vvitlioul  being  able  io  lefleu 
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the  evil.  Piit,  the  late  premier,  for  two 
years  likewife  employed  his  efforts  to 
faihorn  and  leffen  them,  but  thev 
eluded  his  gral’p ; and,  in  the  midfl  of 
otlier  important  ohje6ds,  he  relinquinia.d 
this  molt  important  one  as  too  compli- 
cated and  Herculean  for  even  his  gi- 
gantic powers  to  remedy.  And  the 
plan  of  Mai  thus,  of  monachiCm  and 
iiunnery  of  the  poor,  is  Co  little  con- 
iie61ed  with  the  nature  of  the  human 
paflions  and  propenlities,  as  to  render 
it  either  impraclicable,  or  fubverfive  of 
inoials. 

The  length  of  this  Effay  induces  me 
t-o  pollpone  any  farther  remarks  on 
thefe  (iibjeCls,  after  premifing  that  the 
firll  Itep  towards  effedtling  a diminution 
of  the  poor-rates,  and  the  promotion 
of  moralitv  with  the  poor,  is  the  de- 
molition of  Poor,  or  Parifla  Work- 
boul’es  ; or  the  appropriation  of  them 
to  any^  other  purj^o^es  than  ihofe  of  the 
prelent  impolitic  and  ruinous  IVtlem. 

In  a future  Effay  the  I'ubjecl  will  be 
farther  confidered  by 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 
Cofinhj  Bridewell,  Southwell, 
Notts.  Gaoler,  Williatn  Adams,  fa- 
larv  llOl.  Fees  abolidted.  For  the 
eonvevance  of  prilbncrs  to  Notting- 
ham 7 s.  b d.  each,  and  to  Redford 
1 I.  Is.  and  to  Newark  4 s.  ()d.  and 
the  fante  fuin  each  if  brought  back  to 
the  reCpeAive  places.  Chaplain,  none, 
or  any  religious  attentions  whatever. 
Sprgeon,  Mr.  Hutchinron,  lalary  none, 
makes  a bill.  Allowance  one  pound 
of  bread  and  one  pennt'  in  motiey  per 
dav. 

Remarks — This  Bridewell  is  nfcd 
as  a prifon  for  thole  manors  in  this 
Coutuy  which  belong  to  tlie  Arch- 
bidion  of  York. 

t 

'I'he  ritnalioii,  a little  wav  out  of 
the  town,  was  adv tintageoullv  cliolen, 
upon  a gradual  eminence  connnanding 
a free  circulation  of  air.  The  entrance 
is  in  the  centre  of  the  front  ^vall,  and 
faces  Burgage  Green  ; a pa!]'a'_re.  nine 
feet  wide,  leads  in  the  Ki-eper’s  honle. 
On  the  left  of  the  entrance  iv  his  coal 
honle  and  kiicheti,  the  window  of 
which  looks  iltrongh  tlie  iroit  grating 
ol  a door  on  the  oppolite  lide  of  the 
paffige,  and  opens  into  the  male  I'eiofis 
noniM,  wluch  .'JO  ffet  D inches  bv  i’S 
feet  8 inc'u,*s  ; it  has  a d igged  floor,  a 
pump,  and  a fewer;  at  tlie  upper  end 
is  the  felons  day-room,  I7  feel  C)  by 
lli  feet  b ittches,  with  a lire-pku'e,  and 
iroii-graied  u inclo . lu  tlie  Hour  of 
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this  room  is  a trap  door,  on  opening 
which  von  delcend,  by  ten  Heps,  into 
a loaihfome  hole,  or  clnngeon,  13  feet 
by  10  and  7 feet  3 inches  high,  with 
three  wooden  bedfteads,  on  which  lay 
fome  fltort  dirty  draw,  and  pieces,  or 
bits,  of  dirty  ragged  rugs.  The  only 
ventilation  or  glimmering  light  this 
mlferable  place  receives  is  through  an 
iron-grating,  2 feet  10  Inches  by  only 
eight  itiches,  and  level  with  the  court; 
in  this  damp  and  loaihfome  dungeon 
leven  of  the  prifoners,  heavily  ironed, 
lleej)  every  night;  one  of  them  told 
me  that  when  the  trap  door  was  lifted 
up,  in  a cold  morning,  the  Ileam  which 
iliued  out  was  like  the  fmoke  of  a 
chimney.  What  mud  the  milerable 
wretches  confined  every  night  in  Inch 
a putrid  hot-bed  of  difeafe  differ  ! I 
reprefented  to  the  Keeper,  (I  wiffi  1 
could  add  with  effe6l),  that  it  was  un- 
lit fur  any  human  beinti,  during  the 
hours  of  deep  ; and,  as  there  was 
plenty  of  room  in  the  prifon,  he  was 
not  judified  in  the  ufe  of  it,  but  ex- 
predly  forbid  by  the  daiute  14  Geo. 
III.  Behind  the  Gaoler’s  kitchen  is 
the  court-yard,  l«r  males  committed 
for  petty  offences,  31  feel  bv  28,  with- 
a room,  18  feet  6 by  16  feet  b ; it  con- 
tiiins  three  wooden  bed  deads,  two  of 
them  for  four  perlbns  each,  and  the 
other  for  two  ; litis  is,  likewife,  their 
day-room,  in  whicli  they  eat  and  drink, 
and  deep,  and,  in  bad  weather,  mull 
be.  in  the  whole  day ; the  Keeper’s 
jiarlonr  commands  this  court.  Va- 
grants have  a court-yard,  23  feet  by 
18,  with  a day  and  deeping-room,  24 
feet  by  20,  for  male  vagrants  ; and 
another,  of  the  fame  dimenlions,  above 
it  for  females.  A door  in  the  wall  of 
the  vagrants’  court  opens  into  that  for 
female  (elons,  which  is  28  feet  3 in- 
ches by  18  feet  b.  By  a dighi  of  frone 
deps  you  al'cend  into  the  fleeping-room 
belonging  to  the  prifoners  of  this  claCs  ; 
it  is  18  feet  6 inches  hv  l()  feet  b,  aiul 
contains  two  \vooilen  hedfteads  for 
three  perfons  each  ; the  door  of  this 
room  is  |)la(ter,  and  immediately  over 
one  whicli  is  apjiropriatcd  to  petty 
odenders.  '^J'here  is  a paiVage  which 
leads  to  the  cell-vard,  which  has  in  it 
a pum[),  aufl  le.ul  cilieru  ; and,  very 
impropeilv,  three  folitary  cells  for  the 
re'ra^lory,  each  about  10  feet  bv  8 
and  ()  feet  high,  with  a wood  bed  (lead, 
and  Imall  iic/U  grating  o\'er  each  door, 
through  wliich  ifiole  in  folitarv  con- 
finement jre  cmablcd  to  lee  and  con- 

vci  f^ 
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verfe  with  the  female  felons,  in  their 
chambers,  or  on  the  heps.  At  the  far- 
ther end  of  the  vagrants’  couft  a door 
opens  into  that  for  faulty  fervants,  or 
apprentices,  which  is  24  feet  by  20, 
with  two  apartments,  one  above  the 
other,  the  lower  for  males  with  two 
beds  for  three  perfons  each,  the  upper 
for  females  with  one  bedhead  for  three 
perfons,  and  each  of  them  20  feet  by 
18.  The  iron-grated  window  looks 
into  the  court-vard  which  is  common 
to  all.  In  this  court  are  two  I'olitary 
cells,  fimilar  to  thofe  near  the  female 
felons  yard,  and  at  the  extremity  is  a 
door  into  a fmall  garden,  containitig 
about  a rood  of  land.  A court  for  the 
women  might  be  made  out  of  this 
garden.  No  infirmary,  bath,  or  oven. 
No  rules  and  orders.  Neither  the  A61; 
for  prefervation,  of  healih  or  Claufes 
againft  fpirituo  us  liquors  hung  up. 
Some  of  the  prioners  were  employed 
by  the  Keeper  in  cutting  pegs  at  two 
pence  a thoufand,  which  he  fells  at  four 
pence  a thoufand.  On  a hone  tablet 
over  the  door  is  this  infcriplion  : 

This  houfe  was  built  in  the  vear 
1656,  and  the  new  addition,  with  the 
wails,  in  1787.” 

Prifoners,  4th  061.  1805,  twelve 

men,  two  women. 


Wy  dear  friend,  Odflfrisofi. 

This  prifon  is  fo  remarkably  bad  in 
hs  conhruclion,  that  it  is  with  dilhculty 
I can  delcrihe  it,  fo  as  to  be  underfiood. 
It  is  in  a very  dilapidated  and  infecure 
hate,  and  inhead  of  promoting  morals, 
or  healih,  is  the  very  bane  of  both. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  f'qualid  wretch- 
ednefs,  filth,  and  feveriiv,  which  are 
every  where  prelented.  I have  jidi  been 
conferring  with  a very  fenfihle  Magi- 
hrate  * of  this  place  on  the  fubjecl,  and 
who  is  deeply  imprehed  with  its  im- 
portance. Adieu,  yonrs  truly, 

James  Neild. 

To  DoSior  Letffovt,  Lit  ndon. 

Pohfeript,  Nov.  ]80f).  I have  jnh 
received  a report  of  this  prifon,  drawn 
up  by  the  excellent  Magihrate  alluded 
to  above,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
humane  and  confiderale  Juhices  of  this 
refpeclable  County,  all’embled  at  the 
General  Onarter  Selfions,  hare  deter- 
mined  upon  building  a new  llonle  of 
Corre61ion.  That  a new  Keeper  is  a|>- 
pointed,  rules  and  orders  made,  a vlfit- 
ing  committee  formed,  and  a f\  fh'in  of 


* Rev.  J.  T.  Bcchtr. 


labour  and  falutary  regulations  already 
adopted,  which  promife  to  vie  wilii 
the  vefy  beh  in  the  Kingdom. 

Birmingham.  The  Gaol  for  this 
large  and  populous  towm  is  called  Tht 
Dungeon.  Gaoler,  John  Sumner ^ fa- 
lary  I8l.  10  s.  but  he  pays  a rent  of 
25  I.  to  the  widow  of  the  late  keeper, 
Martha  Wooldridge.  Fees  2 s.  No 
table.  Licence  for  beer.  No  Chap- 
lain, or  any  religions  attentions.  Sur- 
geon from  the  town,  if  wanted.  Al- 
lowance, 4 d.  a dav>  in  bread  and 
cheefe,  which  the  Keeper  fells  in  the 
prifon. 

The  court,  which  is  paved  with 
broad  Rones,  is  about  25  feet  fquare. 
The  Keeper's  houfe  in  front ; and  un- 
der it  two  dungeons,  down  eight  Reps 
each,  have  a wood  bedfiead,  with  Rraw 
and  one  blanket.  At  fome  particular 
times  the  Gaol  has  been  fo  crowded 
that  fix  prifoners  have  llept  a night  or 
tw'o  in  each  of  thefe  dungeons.  On 
the  right  hand  fide  the  court  are  two 
night- rooms  for  women,  8 feet  by  $ 
feet  9 inches,  and  four  rooms  over 
them.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  court 
is  one  fmall  day-room  for  men  and 
women,  and  two  night- rooms,  for- 
merly the  Gaoler’s  Jiubles  ; the  doors 
have  each  an  iron-grated  aperture  of 
12  inches  fquare,  the  only  light  or 
ventilation  they  receive.  Over  thefe 
are  four  other  rooms,  but  being  very 
infecure  are  not  uled.  In  the  Gaolei’s 
houfe  are  fix  rooms  for  thofe  who  can 
pay,  one'Js  partitioned  off  for  a drinking- 
room,  another  with  lumber  in  it,  and 
four  have  iron  bedheads,  and  berlding 
for  thole  who  can  pay  2 s.  6d.  per 
week.  On  each  fide  the  bedfiead  is  a 
chain  and  handcuff,  by  which  the  pri- 
foner  is  feenred,  flat  on  his  hack,  every 
night:  and  there  .is  an  iron  neck  collar, 
with  a (even  pound  weight  (ufjiended 
by  a chain,  which,  I was  told,  had 
been  frequently  ufed.  Neither  the  A6i 
for  prefervation  of  healih,  nor  the 
Claules  againft  rjiiritnons  liquors  Imng 
np.  The  lower  parts  of  the  prifon  in- 
tolerably filthy.  Prifoners,  5th.  Nov. 
1802,  hiur  men,  three  women  ; who, 
with  four  of  their  acquaimances  from 
the  town,  were  drinking,  and  Coitk"  of 
them  In  a fiaie  of  intoxication.  jNIv 
remarks  to  the  Keeper  were  not  totally 
thrown  awav,  however  ; for  at  niv 
vifit,  September,  1803,  I found  the 
(IritiVInp-ri'om,  up- (iairs,  convened  into 
<a  bed-r'u  ni,  and  the  lower  parts  clean, 
'j'he  prifoners,  men  and  women,  fixin 

number. 
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number,  were  drinking  with  their  af- 
Ibciates  ; the  tap  muft  be  kept  running, 
or  how  was  the  Gaoler  to  pay  his  rent. 
On  my  vifit,  id.  Nov.  1805,  prifoners, 
viz.  3 men,  2 women  ; drinking,  as 
nfual,  with  their  friends.  On  this 
occafion  1 was  accompanied  by  a very 
worthy  and  aflive  Magiftrate  * of  this 
town,  who  went  with  me  to  the  new 
Gaol  building  here,  to  which,  heaffored 
me,  there  Ihould  be  no  licence  for  beer, 
®or  fhoulcl  the  Gaoler  furnifli  any  arti« 
cle  of  provilion  to  the  prifoners. 

The  prifon  for  debtors,  called  the 
JBirmingham  Court  Prifon,  is  fitnate  in 
Philip-llreet ; John  Downes,  Keeper, 
falary  none;  allowance,  none  whatever. 
A damp  dungeon,  about  3^  yards 
fquare,  in  the  Tittle  back  yard  (13  ftet 
10  inches  by  13  feet)  of  'the  Keeper’s 
houfe,  and  a fleeping-room  above,  with, 
flravv  on  the  floor.  There  are  three 
rooms  to  which  the  Keeper  furnifties 
beds  to  thofe  who  can  pay  2 s.  per 
week.  The  dungeon  is  ufed  as  a day- 
room  on  account  of  the  little  court- 
yard, and,  I was  informed,  there  were 
frequently  four  and  once  fifteen  pri- 
loners  in  it.  Debtors  are  not  permitted 
to  work,  which  feems  cruel,  becaufe 
their  confinement  may  be  forty  clays. 
Prifoner,  5th.  Nov.  1802,  one;  Sept. 
1803,  three;  ill.  Nov.  1805,  two.  At 
this  vifit  I was  informed  that  poor 


* George  Simcox,  Efq. 


prifoners  had  an  allowance  of  3 d.  per 
day  from  their  refpeblive  parifhes. 

Aston  Gaol,  Birmingham,  is  in 
the  back  yard  of  an  ale-houfe  ; Keeper, 
Jemima  Tart;  falary  none,  but  lives 
rent  free.  Two  dark,  damp  dungeons, 
down  ten  fleps,  to  which  you  defeend 
by  a trap  door  level  with  the  court, 
about  12  feet  by  7 each,  with  wood 
bedheads,  draw,  and  a rug.  The  only 
light,  or  ventilation,  through  an  iron- 
grated  aperture,  about  12  inches  fquare. 
The  doors  open  into  a narrow  dark 
palfage.  Brick  floors,  an  inch  deep 
in  water  at  my  vifit,  5th  Nov,  1802. 
Prifoners,  none.  Thefe  dungeons  are 
unfit  for  the  confinement  of  any  human 
being,  and  may  be  numbered  amongft 
the  very  word  in  the  Kingdom.  Over 
them  are  two  rooms  which  open  into 
the  court,  each  about  12  feet  fquare, 
one  ufed  as  a day-room,  the  other  as  a 
lleeping-room,  with  a wood  beddead, 
draw,  and  rugs,  for  petty  offenders. 
Prifoners,  25 ih  Auguff,  1803,  three 
runaway  apprentices.  Allowance  4d. 
a day.  Soft  water  is  bought  at  a half- 
penny a pail,  and  hard  water  at  twelve 
(hillings  a year.  At  my  vifit,  id.  Nov. 
1805,  the  Keeper,  IV.  D.  Broivnell. 
Prifoners,  three.  It  is  called  Bordjley 
prifon. 

P.  S.  There  feems  to  be  great  at- 
tention at  the  Poor-houfe  to  the  nume- 
rous Inhabitants. 

Yours  truly,  James  Neild. 
To  Dr.  Lettfom,  hondon. 


Michol9  SoN|  Trinttn^  Rtd  Lien  Ffijfagt,  fleet  Ztrttt* 
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ExiraBed  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Feintary,  I8O7. 


Omne  animi  vitium  tanto  confpe6lius  in 
fe  [habetur*. 

Crimen  habet,  quanto  major  qui  peccat 
- , Samir 00k  Court, 

Mr.URBAS,  March  \b. 

SELDOM  have  I felt  more  concern 
in  reviewing  the  Hate  of  Prifons, 
than  on  the  prel’ent  occafion.  Many 
of  the  fcenes  of  human  milery  intro- 
duced into  thefe  pages,  have  been 
drawn  from  dillant  places,  where 
fome  apology  might  be  pleaded  for 
apparent  negle61;,  in  confequence  of 
pecuniary  inability,  or  want  of  power, 
"^o  remove  the  exifling  evil  j but  in 
the  prefent  inflance  thefe  are  amply 
pofleffed,  and  at  the  fame  time  tlie 
miferahle  fate  of  the  Prifon  was  made 
known  to  thoie  \^'hofe  duty  and  ftalion 
it  was  to  afford  relief. 

The  Magi  Urates  and  Citizens  of 
London  have  been  fo  uniformly  di(- 
tingnifhed  for  philanthropy  and  libe- 
rality, that  this  negle6l  of  the  Borouoh 
Compter  muft  certainly  have  arifen 
from  fome  other  fource  than  that  of 
inhumanity  ; and  may,  perhaps,  be 
afcribed  to  the  circum fiance  of  not 
having  had  a refident  Alderman  in  that 
ward  or  diflriel  for  a feries  of  years ; 
and  fhould  it  appear  fo  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  from  their  difiin- 
guiflied  urbanity,  that,  the  local  refidence 
of  an  Alderman  or  High  Bailiff  will 
become  an  obje6l  of  their  recommen- 
dation, and  afford  fucff  an  example  of 
humane  attention  to  the  Prifoner,  as 
may  excite  emulation  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Borough  Compter.  Keeper,  Sir 
Watkin  Ltwes,  knt.  Bailiff  of  the  Bo- 
rough, appointed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Court  of  Aldermen.  John  Bul/evant, 
Deputy.  Salary,  none.  Fees  : Deb'- 
ors,  7s.  6d.  garniffi,  2s.  Chajilain, 

* Every  fault  of  the  iiiiud  beconies 
more  contpicuous,  arid  rniie  guilty,  iu 
prapcrtior.  to  the  ratik  of  the  oiTender. 


none.  Surgeon,  none.  Number  of 
Debtors  September  !4,  1801,  nine; 
February  9,  18G2,  five ; January  2, 
1803,  eight  •,  December  8,  1804,  eight  ; 
December  10,  1805,  five;  May  28, 
1806,  feven.  Allowance  to  Debtors  ; 
a two-penny  loaf  per  day  iroui  the 
City  (weight,  March  10,  1801,  Jlv 
ounces'*),  and  65  penny  loaves  every 
eight  weeks,  from  Mrs.  Margaret 
Symcoti’sf  gift,  a memorial  of  which 
is  fixed  up  in  the  prifon:  and  twenty 
fhillings  every  Chriflinas  from  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

Remarks.  The  Borough  Compter, 
or  Clink,  under  the  jnrildidtion  of  the 
Bailiff  of  Southwark,  but  coniroutable 
bv  the  City  of  London,  extends  its 
jurifdidlion  over  five  parifftes.  Debt- 
ors have  one  final!  court-yard,  about 
19  feet  fquare.  On  the  ground  floor, 
on  the  right  hand,  is  the  women’s  dav 
and  lleeping  room,  24  feet  by  9 feet  6 
inches.  On  the  left  is  one  intended 
for  men,  41  feel  by  10  ; but  the  floor 
of  this  room  being  earth,  or  mud,  and 
unfit  to  lleep  iqjon,  no  ufe  has  been 
made  of  it  for  many  years,  fo  that 
nren  and  women  aflbciate  together 
during  the  day  lime  in  the  women’s 
room.  Up-fiairs  are  two  rooms,  the 
fame  fize  as  thofe  below,  and  now 
(I8O6)  in  good  repair.  All  have  fire- 
places ; but  no  coals  are  allowed,  no 
kettles  or  {'aucepans  to  cook  provifions  ; 
no  mops,  brooms,  or  pails,  to  keep 
the  prifon  clean.  No  bedheads,  bed- 
ding, or  even  ft  raw,  to  lie  upon. 
Debtors  are  obliged  to  lleep  on  the 
dirty  boards  in  their  cloaths.  All  thole 
who  are  arrelled  by  procefs  ifl'uing  out 
of  the  Borough  Court,  are  lent  to 
this  Prifon,  and  there  are  rooms  in  the 


* The  allowance  of  bread  ought  every 
where  to  be  in  weigh't,  and  not  in  money, 
becuufe  of  the  variable  price : in  Auguft 
1 ;73,  the  twopenny  loaf  weighed 
one  ounces. 

t Eleanor  Gwinn’s  legacy. 
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houfe  for  thofe  who  can  pay.  The 
extreme  dihrefs  and  wretchednefs  I 
often  have  witnefied  in  this  Prifon, 
particularly  in  the  years  1801,  1802, 
1803,  and  1804,  caufed  me  to  write 
the  following  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor : 

“ My  Lord, 

I beg  pardon  for  the  liberty  I take 
in  addreffing  myfelf  to  your  Lordfhip  ; 
but  when  the  inmortance  of  the  fub- 
je6t  and  the  objea  it  has  in  view  are 
confidcred,  they  will,  1 trull,  plead 
excufe.  It  is  now  more  than  three 
years  fince  I made  my  firh  report  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Court  of  Al- 
dermen, of  the  (late  of  the  Borough 
Compter.  A Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inf(ie6l  it.  The  windows 
were  repaired  and  glazed,  it  was  white- 
wadied  and  (wept.  This  being  all  the 
improvement  it  has  received,  permit 
me  to  trefpafs  en  your  Lordfliip’s  pa- 
tience, and  that  of  the  honourable 
Court,  whilft  I defcribe  its  prefent 
Hate. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  as  Bailiff  of  the 
Borough,  is,  I prefume,  the  keeper. 
His  deputy,  John  Bullevant,  has  no 
(alary.  This  prifon  extends  its  jurif- 
didlion  over  five  parifhes.  Men  and 
women  debtors  have  one  ("mall  court- 
yard, about  nineteen  feet  fquare;  and 
they  appear  to  me  at  all  times  to  alfo- 
ciate  together.  They  have  nothing 
but  the  dirty  boards  to  deep  upon. 
No  bedding,  or  even  ftraw,  allowed. 
No  fire,  even  in  this  cold  and  damp 
leafon.  No  medical  affifiance  in  fick- 
nefs.  No  religious  attentions  what- 
ever. The  few  remaining  boards  in 
the  men  debtors  room  (mentioned  in 
my  former  report)  are  now  taken  away, 
as  are  the  joifis  on  which  they  were 
Lid.  The  room  is  ufelefs  ; the  floor 
is  earth.  Neither  mops,  brooms,  nor 
pails  are  allowed,  to  keep  the  prifon 
rdean.  Soap  or  towels  are  not  af- 
forded to  the  Pri  Toner  ; fo  that  a man 
may  for  a debt  of  one  guinea,  re- 
main in  this  wretched  \)\Ac.e  forty  days, 
w thout  once  taking  off  his  cloaths,  or 
w.iQiing  his  hands  and  face. 

Permit  me  now’,  my  Lord,  to  fubmit 
t ) vour  confideraiioa  the  allowance  to 
ibis  Piil’on.  It  is  a twopenny  loaf  a 
day;  weight,  March  10,  1801,  Jlx 
ounces!  and  December  7,  1804,  ei^ht 
ounces.  This  fcaniy  provilion,  with- 
f)ut  any  ntitritious  liquor,  only  water, 
is  not  fufficient  to  fiipport  the  cravings 
of  nature  ; and  the  pri Toner  at  his  dif- 
charge  may  be  fit  for  an  hofpital,  but 


he  cannot  be  fit  for  labour.  The 
County  of  Middlefex  allows  to  pri- 
loners  of  this  defcription,  in  Cold 
Bath  Fields,  a loaf  of  bread  of  one 
pound  weight  every  day,  a pint  of 
gruel  every  morning,  a quart  of  broth 
made  of  rice  and  oatmeal  for  dinner, 
and  every  other  day  fix  ounces  of 
meat  for  dinner,  inftead  of  broth. 
They  have  a common  room  with  a 
fire-place,  and  a peck  of  coals  per  day  ; 
two  fleeping-cells,  7 feet  by  of,  with 
plank  bedfteads,  llraw  in  ticking  beds, 
a blanket  and  a rug. 

What  a contrail.!  what  fliall  I fay 
to  a fyfiem  fiill  continued,  though  re- 
rpe6lfully  fubmitted  to  the  Court  more 
than  three  years  ago  ? I am  informed  there 
has  been  no  rejident  Alderman  in  this 
ward  for  many  years,  which  may  in  fome 
meafure  account  for  the  total  negle^l 
of  this  miferable  place.  Thefixty*five 
penny  loaves  every  eight  weeks  (from 
Mrs.  Symcoti’s  gift)  might,  if  diftrU 
buted  at  proper  periods  according  to 
the  number  of  debtors,  be  of  reaffer- 
vice  ; but  they  are  fent  all  at  one  time ; 
and  the  late  keeper  informed  me,  when 
there  was  only  one  debtor,  he  had  the 
whole,  and  fold  them. 

No  enquiry  ever  appears  to  be  made 
about  the  fiate  of  this  Prifon  ; and 
there  being  no  refident  Magiflrate,  the 
cries  of  the  miferable  never  reach  that. 
Court  where  didrefs  feldom  fupplicates 
in  vain.  The  annual  donation  of  20s, 
by  the  Archbifltop  of  Canterbury  is 
difiributed  in  the  fame  inconfiderate 
manner  as  the  bread.  Liberalitv,  be- 
nevolence, and  humanity,  are  the 
characleri flics  of  the  City,  and  on  all 
public  occafions  Ihe  extends  them  in  a 
manner  worthy  the  firft  City  in  the 
world.  The  Gaols  of  Newgate,  Lud- 
gate,  Gillfpur-fireei,  and  Poultry,  arc 
ample  partakers  of  its  bounty,  while 
the  miferable  one  I have  been  defcrib- 
ing,  fituate  in  Surrey,  has  no  claim  to 
the  provifion  made  by  that  liberal 
County.  Forgot  by  the  City — out  of 
reach  of  being  heard  — it  feems  a 
wretched  cajl-q^^  and  mav  be  num- 
bered among  the  word  Prifons  in  the 
kingdom.  At  my  vidts  the  7th  and 
8ih  of  this  month  (December  1804) 
the  number  of  prifoners  eight;  viz. 
fix  men,  two  women  ; their  condition 
ragged  and  dirty,  darving,  and  (ex- 
cept one)  without  employ.  In  this 
extremity,  two  fiiilllngn  gartiiOi  is  ex- 
acled  from  every  new  comer. 

That  this  pidurc  is  not  otercharged 

I am 
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I am  ready  to  prove  ; and  will  attend 
the  Court  of  Aldermen  any  time  they 
pleafe  to  appoint,  to  interrogate  the 
Keeper  as  io  faBs. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  when  Lord 
Mayor,  honoured  my  remarks  on  the 
Poultry  Compter  with  the  mod  prompt 
and  effe^lual  relief;  and  1 humbly 
hope,  my  Lord,  for  a like  exertion  of 
your  high  authority,  and  for  the  exer- 
ciie  of  a like  compaflion  toward  the 
unhappy  obje6ls  of  it. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
refpe61,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip’s  mod  obedient, 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 
James  Neild. 
Chelfeaf  Decernber  11,  1804. 

To  Right  Hon.  Peter  Perchardf  efq. 
Lord  Mayor." 

There  were  committed  to  this  pri- 
fon  in  1801,  180;  in  1802,  l60  ; in 

1803,  170;  in  1804,  125  ; in  1805,  131  ; 
in  1800,  147  perfons.  Benevolence, 
however,  occaiionally  finds  its  way 
within  thefe  dreary  walls ; for  at  Eader, 

1804,  two  legs  and  two  fhins  of  beef 
were  fent.  The  15th  March,  1805, 
there  were  three  men  and  one  woman 
prifoners ; the  woman  was  extremely 
ill  of  a bloody  flux,  and  the  poor  men 
had  railed  eighteen  pence  amongd 
them,  and  bought  a trnfs  of  draw,  of 
which  they  had  given  the  Tick  woman 
a large  portion.  1 was  much  plealed 
with  this  a6l  of  fympathy  : the  deputy 
keeper  lent  her  an  old  blanket,  and 
humanely  permitted  her  to  come  into 
the  houfe  during  the  dav,  by  which, 
and  fome  other  charitable  affifiance, 
fhe  recovered.  On  the  9th  December, 

1805,  three  legs  of  beef  were  fent  ; 
the  number  of  prifoners  four.  And 
this  year  fome  humane  gentleman 
fent  two  pair  of  blankets  and  two  rugs. 
The  25th  March,  1800,  three  legs  of 
beef  were  fent;  the  number  of  pri- 
foners eleven.  At  my  vifii  on  the  28th, 
1 found  five  debtors,  who  had  with 
them  in  prifon  three  wives  and  nine 
children  ; and  the  fame  benevolent 
gentleman  had  fent  them  eight  fmall 
flock  beds,  and  this  year  liberated 
eight  prifoners.  The28ih  May,  1800, 
the  feveu  debtors  had  with  them  in 
prifon  five  infant  children.  When 


any  provifions  are  fent,  the  keeper's 
wife  kindly  lends  them  velfels  to  cook 
it  in.  The  head  Keeper  had  not  vi- 
fited  the  prifon  thefe  18  mornhs!  The 
lowed  fum  for  which  I law  any  record 
of  commitment  was  Is.  7d.  cods  3s.  2d. 
hut  the  late  keeper  told  me  there  had 
been  one  committed  for  fevenpence. 
In  1785,  fees  and  expences  on  a 
debt  of  one  fhilling  were  15s.  1 id.  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  the  debtor 
might  remain  imprifoned  for  life,  with 
felons  of  every  defeription  ; but  by  the 
perfevering  rep  refen  ta  lions  of  the 
“ Society  for  the  Relief  of  Perfons 
Imprifoned  for  fmall  Debts,”  Fees 
are  abolilhed,  the  expences  leflened, 
imprifonment  limited,  and  an  entire 
feparation  from  felons,  in  every  Gaol 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  Felons  Court-yard  is  about  I4| 
feet  by  1 1,  and  feparated  from  the 
Debtors  by  a brick  wall.  Their  day- 
room,  called  the  Jione-room,  17  feet 
by  12,  has  a fire-place;  no  coals  al- 
lowed. Over  this  is  the  Ueeping  room, 
f'^et  by  14;  no  bedding  or  flravvo 
Criminals  are  only  confined  here  a 
night  or  two,  till  fully  committed, 
llie  following  table  of  fees  is  hung  up 
in  the  houfe,  viz. 

A 1 able  of  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the 
Keeper  of  the  Borough  Compter. 
For  the  admilfion  of  every's  £.  y.  d» 
prifoner  for  felony,  trel-  I 
pafs,  aflault,  or  other  Y 0 1 1 4 

mifdemeanour  J 

For  every  night’s  lodging  - - 0 0 6 
To  the  Turnkey,  for  ihe'j 
admiflion  of  every  fuch  >01© 
prifoner  - 

For  every  perfon  brought., 
by  any  peace  officer  "for  j 
fafe  cuftody,  until  hear- > 0 2 0 

ing  can  be  had  before  aj 

And  for  the  belter  information  of 
fuch  prif)ners,  the  Court  doth  fur- 
ther order  and  dire(fl,  that  a table  of 
the  faid  fees  be  fixed  tip  in  the  mod 
confpicuous  part  of  the  faid  prifoi;, 
for  the  perufal  and  infpe6hon  of  the 
faid  |)ri Toners,  and  others  refbriing  to 
the  faid  gaol. 

By  the  Court.  Man. 
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